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Israel, TunMa ptan 

low-laval ties' 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
sod Tunisia aatted Monday 
{0 establish fow-tevol tics 
dtfain half « year. Israel , 
gjtdk* reported. The two j 
jdes will set up economic 
fetfacot offices in each others' 
countries in a first step, the 
report said. Israel's foreign 
rtifoiHctTy had no immediate 
comment. Tunisia is fbltow- 
in the steps of Morocco 
which established formal ties 
with Israel in September. 

Four foreigners 
kidnapped in 
India 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
Muslim group claimed Mon- 
day to have abducted three 
gntons and a U.S. national 
* from New Delhi and have 
threatened to kill them unless 
10 named Kashmiri militants 
were freed by the Indian gov- 
ernment- The unknown 
muled die letter to the 


Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) here along with pass- 
ports of the three Britons 
reportedly abducted by them. 
Similar letters were also re- 
portedly seat to the offices of 
voice of America radio. 
Senior police officials and 
federal intelligence personnel 
were id a ^meeting here late 
Monday night after the re- 
ports of the abductions. 


abductions. 


AlArqam disbands 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Malaysia's oodawed Mus- 
lim sect At Arqam 
announced Mgaday it bad 
dutauwtod, attorns repent ant 

founder coafeggcf be bad 
united the mo v em en t from 


have grown sp listening to 
advice. It's from this advice 
that we realise we ought to 
follow the wishes of the lead- 
ership." Mohammad Nasib 
Zaanri, a spokesman for the 
A! Anjam, told reporters. AI 
Arcam founder Ashaari 

.TNufliminad, 57. said on 
national television early this 
month ami in a live appear- 
ance bef or e Arqam members 
last week that he had wrongly 
guided the movement. Mr. 
A&haari’s confession was 
made just before he was re- 
leased from a month-long 
stale detention. The move- 
ment was banned on August 
and the g overnm ent clamped 
down on members who re- 

t faed to abandon it. 

l#n»l honours Philip 

r TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
bestowed one of its highest 
awards on the Duke of Edin- 
burgh on Monday in the 
name of his mother who 
saved a Jewish family from 
the Nazis. The consort of 
Queen Elizabeth I! and his 
sister Princess George of 
Hanover received the oertifi- 4 
one of "righteous among na- 
tions" from Yad Vashem. 
IPad's memorial to the Jews 
Airing the holocaust. 
Their mother Princess Alice 
l *f Greece hid three members 


* me {.onen 

jtar m a royal palace in 
occupied Athens during 
^orM War II. She also aided 
jhe escape of three other 
Cohens, One of the survi- 
vots, Michel Cohen, was loo ! 
weroome to speak at tbe 1 
"Wring ceremony of pravers 
and music 1 

Armed gang kidnaps 
Algerian journalist 

ALGIERS (AFP) — An 
^TOcdgang has kidnapped an 
a ?”** 6 purnaUsl. Kaddour 
y^ueflam. with two other 
in the latest of a wave 
m attacks on the media by 
"“Jwed Islamic extremists. 
ff ® 5 reports said Monday. 
**• BfiujsiJham, 47. who 
the government 
2 * Hbrtaons. was abducted 
°^ c np*ht Saturday at Hacmc 
i Mascara, 250 kilometres 
i of the capital. He 

■ as seined from the tent he 
s ***» hvmg in with hi* 
»jfc and six children since an 
r^hquakc shook the region 
“jAhguat. The gang, some 50 
also kidnapped two 
other people, including a 
f™ool wattjimaa. and set fire 

jAdudmg the town hall, the 
I Sports said. 
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Lebanon recaptures peace initiative 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Buoyed 
by the prospects of progress 
on the Syrian-Israeli track of 
the Middle East peace nego- 
tiations, Lebanon is trying to 
recapture the initiative in its 
own peace talks with Israel. 

After eight months of 
deadlock, Lebanese Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi offered on 
Saturday to halt all attacks in 
South Lebanon for six 
months in return for a pledge 
from the Jewish state to with- 
draw. 

Mr. Hrawi said Lebanon 
was “willing to accept the 
initiative of Israeli Prime 
Minister (Yitzhak Rabin) and 
set up immediately a military 
and political commission with 
Israel ro negotiate with Israel 
for six months.” 

“I commit myself that dur- 


ing this <iix-month period not 


a single shot will be fired at 
Israel, so long as the Jewish 
state commits itself to a total 
withdrawal according to a 
timetable to be agreed.” he 
said. 

Israeli troops have been 
deployed in South Lebanon 
since 1978 in defiance of a 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solution calling for their im- 
mediate and unconditional 
withdrawal. 

Since 1978, Israel has occu- 
pied an 2 ,000-square- 
kilometre “security zone" to 
protect its north. 

Mr. Rabin had proposed in 
August an Israeli withdrawal' 
from South Lebanon over 
nine months if Lebanon first 
disarmed the Iranian-backed 
Hizboilah guerrillas, which 
have waged an almost daily 
war against Israeli troops. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez had dismissed 
that proposal saying Israel 
was asking Lebanon to “sell 
off cheaply” the only card iu 
its hands with nothing in re- 


turn. 

The Lebanese authorities 
have repeatedly said the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement, 
Hizbollah’s armed wing 
which enjoys Syrian backing, 
had a right to fight an end to 
the occupation of Lebanese 
land. 

Beirut is in fact proposing 
to deploy the Lebanese army, 
backed by U.N. peacekeep- 
ers already deployed in South 
Lebanon, at the international 
border. 

Officials here said Mr. Hrawfs 
offer was not new but the 
timing was right. 

“It is not a new proposal 
but the fact that it is being 
made now is not fortuitous,’ 
a high-ranking official told 
AFP on Sunday, and linked 
the offer to the results of last 
Thursday's summit in 
Damascus between Syrian 
President Hafez Ai Assad 
and U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. 

Lebanon is convinced that 
progress is being made on the 
Syrian-Israeli peace track and 
that this would reflect on 
Lebanon whose fate has been 
linked to Syria's since May 
1991. under a treaty of 
friendship and cooperation. 

“Lebanon has now a mar- 
gin of manoeuvre because it 
is the first time that Assad 
spoke of ‘normal relations 
with Israel” the official said, 
referring to remarks Mr. 
Assad made at a joint press 
conference with Mr. Omton. 

“A very big step was taken 
during Clinton’s visit to 
Damascus,'’ the official said. 

Mr. Clinton has said prog- 
ress but no breakthrough was 
made during his visit to Syria, 
while Mr. Assad spoke of 
“fruitful and positive talks.” 

On Sunday U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
said “substantial progress 



ias Hrawi 


was made, adding, however, 
it was logical for Syria and 
Israel to try and show that the 
progress was limited to rein- 
force their positions. 

The Syrian-Israeli talks 
have been deadlocked over 
tiie scope and tuning of an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights which Israel 
seized in 1967. 

“The situation in South 
Lebanon is much simpler 
than on the Golan Heights 
because Israel has no settle- 
ments or heavy weapons de- 
ployed permanently in the 
south,” a Lebanese political 
observer said. 


Sfeir seeks French help 




Maronite Patriarch Nasral- 
lah Pierre Sfeir, named Sun- 
day as one of 30 new cardin- 
als to be appointed next 
month by Pope John Paul n, 
called on France to help his 


native Lebanon “recover its 
independence." 

Mr. Sfeir, who will be the 
third successive Maronite 
patriarch to become a cardin- 
al, told a French television 
station after arriving in Paris 
for a three-day official visit 
Sunday: “We hope that 
France will aid Lebanon to 
recover its independence, its 
sovereignty and its freedom 
of decision.” 

During his visit to France, 
Mr. Sfeir is scheduled to 
meet with Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur and Fore- 
ign Minister Alain Juppe, ft 
is his first visit to France since 
1986. 

The two other Maronite 
cardinals were Mr. Sfeir’s im- 
mediate predecessors, 
Antoine Pierre Khoraicbe 
and Paul Meouchi. 

Mr. Sfeir, 74, the son of a 
wealthy Lebanese land own- 
er, was ordained into the 
priesthood in 1950 and be- 
came bishop in 1961. He be- 
came patriarch of Antioch in 
1986. 

He is widely active in 
Lebanese Christian affairs 
and as head of the Maronite 
church in Lebanon played a 
leading role in trying to en-. 
courage dialogue between 
the country's various warring 
parties during the 15-year 
war that ended in 1990. 

He is the spiritual leader of 
some five million Maronites 
living in Lebanon and 
abroad, mainly in France, the 
United States, Brazil and Au- 
stralia. - — 

Maronites are Christians 
who mainly live in Lebanon 
and are followers of Saint 
Maron, a fourth century 
monk who founded the sect. 

Mr. Sfeir celebrated mass 
with Cardinal Jean-Marie 
Lustiger in Paris’s Notre 
Dame cathedral Sunday. 


IAF condemns Casablanca economic summit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) on 
Monday issued a statement 
condemning the Middle East 
and North Africa Economic 
Summit in Casablanca as very 
dangerous to the Arab and 
Islamic nations, charging that 
it was convened solely to 
benefit the Israeli economy. 

Signed by IAF Secretary- 
General Ishak Farhan, the 
statement salfi'the Arab and 
Islamic nations should “be- 
ware of the consequences of 
implementing this confer- 
ence’s resolutions and recom- 
mendations as they are 
bound to severely damage 
their economies.” 

Noting that the conference 
was being attended by a large 
Israeli delegation including 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, the statement said 
that the meeting “marks a 
clear sign on the part of the 


organisers to ensure an end 
to the Arab boycott of 
Israel.” 

Noting that the conference 
was preceded by a decision 
on the part of Arab Gulf 
states to end a boycott 
against companies dealing 
with Israel, the statement 
said that any move to end the 
boycott will be illegal and in 
violation of the Arab 
League’s regulation^ “ ' " 

Referring to Mr. Rabin’s 
statement at the conference 
that there was no more sepa- 
rate Israeli economy and 
Arab economy but rather A 
Middle East economy, the 
statement said that this dec- 
laration clearly reflects the 
“U.S.-Israeli intention of im- 
posing hegemony on the re- 
gion. 

“This declaration reflects 
the first dangerous results of 
the peace treaties signed with 


the Zionist enemy and consti- 
tutes a clear penetration of 
the Arab and Islamic world, 
underlining U.S. hegemony 
on the Arab oil wealth,” it 
said. 

“It is surprising to see the 
Arab common market failing 
to rise after decades of Jts 
initiation while the so-called 


of the institution of the Arab 
League and an illegal ter- 
mination of the Arab boycott 
of Israel and poses a grave 
danger to the Arab economy 
at the local, regional and 
international levels.” 


An Iranian newspaper also 
~ condemned' the- economic 
conference in Casablanca, 


Middle East economic pro- u . ca ' 

ject is fast emerging as a fact, h 

with America!] Mcking afad ^ OTrIsrael lnt0 


American drive to ensure a 


strong Israeli economy,” it 
said. 

“What is more surprising is 
to see Arab and Muslim na- 
tions attending a conference 
with Israel with the exclusion 
of Iraq, Syria, Libya and Iran 
and with Iraq and Libya con- 
tinuing to be subjected to 
unjust embargos,” the state- 
ment added. 

This conference, it said, 
“practically marks the demise 


The Tehran Times said an 
Israeli role in Arab markets 
would only benefit the Jewish 
state. 


‘‘The Zionist firms and 
their sister companies in the 
U.S. will establish an econo- 
mic imperialism over Arab 
lands which will entail further 
economic misery for the 
Arab people,” said the pap- 
er, quoted by the official 
Iranian news agency IRNA. 
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ARMED SHOPPING: Heavily armed fighters loyal to 
Afghan President Barhanuddin Rabbaoi ride hi the boot of 
their eommander’s car while shopping daring a toll in 


fighting on the south Kabul firoa times (see page 12) (AFP 
photo) 


Israeli excitement tinged with unease 


SHEIKH HUSSEIN 
BRIDGE (AP) — They 
came by the carload, day- 
tripping couples with children 
and grandparents, to gaze ax 
a bridge on the Jordan River 
that leads, so they hope, to a 
shining future. 

But among the hordes of 
Israeli sightseers staring agog 
this weekend at the new 
bridge, the bulldozers and 
the Israeli and Jordanian sol- 
diers chatting to each other, 
some were wondering. 
Would peace with Jordan 
would be like the 15-year-old 
peace with Egypt, cold and 
distant? 


n 


“I see that sign saying ‘wel- 
come to Israel,’ and I get 
butterflies in my stomach. 
This is terrific,” exclaimed 
Shlomo Schwartz, who drove 
100 kilometres from the 
Israeli coast to see for himself 
Saturday. 

But Mr. Schwartz, a for- 
mer soccer star, sometimes 
found himself at odds with 
other, more sceptical sight- 
seers. 

Over and over; people 
asked - why- there were no 
similar crowds on the other 
side. ' 


■ 

The question reflects a 
fear, rooted in the experience 
with Egypt, that the other 
side may not share their en- 
thusiasm about the peace 
treaty. 

Israelis often complain that 
Egypt, despite exchanging 
ambassadors and opening its 
borders, keeps the Jewish 
state at arm’s length. Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak never visits here, they fret, 
j Trade is at a trickle. Israeli 


tourists to Egypt outnumber 
Egyptian visitors 7-1 with 

118,000 Israelis visiting Egypt 
and 16,200 Egyptians visiting 
Israel so far this year. 

Israeli officials insist that 
with Jordan, things will be 
different; that King Hussein 
pointedly speaks of “a warm 
peace”; that Egypt and Israel 
have the vast Sinai desert 
between them, while Israelis 
and Jordanians have lived 
side by side in peace and war. 

Albert Cohen, a tour bus 
driver who lives in nearby 
Beit .Shean, remembered 
how he used to gaze through 
a rifle scope at the other side, 
wondering what kind of peo- 
ple lived there. 

The Sheikh Hussein Bridge 
lies on an ancient east-west 
trade route across the Jordan 
River 20 kilometres south of 
the Sea of Galilee. It was 
blown up in 1948. 

Construction workers have 
spent five hectic weeks clear- 
ing away the old bridge and 
building the new one. A 3.7- 
hectare customs terminal is 
going up-: ■ “Welcome to 
Israel” and speed limit signs 
- have already gone up in Ara- 
•bic, Hebrew and - English/ ' 1 

“Paving the peace,” say 
government billboards along 
a narrow road which is being 
widened to accommodate 
dozens Of Jordanian cargo 
trucks a day, bound for 
Israeli ports. 

“I only hope it’s a real 
peace,” said Adva Gat, who 
brought her four-year-old 
daughter to the site. “What’s 
certain is that our daughter 
will grow up with a very 
different feeling about Jor- 


dan from the one we grew up 
with.” 

“We very much hope we 
are making peace with a na- 
tion, and not with a man,” 
said her husband, Tomer, a 
student. 

“You have to try,” Mr. 
Schwartz said. “We’ve had 
ceasefires, truces, armistices, 
disengagement agreements, 
but we’ve never bad a chance 
to try peace. Now’s the 
chance 


Sinai 







blooms 


with drug j Jordanian* t 


plants 


dan economic 
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Mr. Cohen, the bus driver, 
agreed. He said he used so 
back the right-wing Likud 
Party, but peace had changed 
him. “If this thing succeeds, 
I’ll move over to Yitzhak 
Rabin," he said. 

“This is history. This is 
wonderful,” exclaimed David 
Korman, an insurance sales- 
man. 


“The moment they open 
the border I'm dropping ev- 
erything, jumping in the car 
and going to Jordan.” 

This eagerness is natural 
for a country cooped up for 
much of its history behind 
closed, hostile borders. 


“When something is dosed 
to you for so long, forbidden, 
off-limits, it makes- you all the 


more carious to see it,” said 


Naomi Truman, a kibbutz- 
nik, from nearby collective 
farm settlement of Kibbutz 
Deganya Bet 


I’ve lived in this valley for 
30 years,” said her husband, 
Matti. “I’ve spent many 
nights in the bomb shelters 
.with my children, and I never 
imagined something like this 
could happen 


IV 


Algeria set to mark anniversary of its war for independence 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Rav- / 
aged by political violence and 1 
facing a perilous future, 
Algeria on Tuesday marks 
the start of its independence 
struggle 40 years ago, recall- 
ing a lost epoch of exhilarate 
ing national solidarity and 
purpose. 

Having fought to win its , 
freedom from France in a ‘ 
seven-year war that began’, 
Nov. Z, 1954, the country 1 
since January 1992 has been 
in the throes of a bloody 
internal conflict between gov- 
ernment forces and Islamic 
militants. 

By an unofficial count 
taken over the last two 
months, 440 armed militants 
have been killed. According 
to official figures limited to 
the period from February. 
1992 to December 1993, the 
conflict claimed the lives of 


10,000 people and did two 
billion dollars’ worth of dam- 
age. 

Not surprisingly, Prime 
Minister Mokdad Sifi has said 
this year’s independence 
ceremonies will; take place. 
“in sobriety, recollection and 
reflection;" < y 

But he stressed that' they 
should ako-show ,the commit- 
ment of the Algerian people 
“to rooting out the destabi- 
lisation” that threatens the 
nation, a reference to the 
clash between the govern- 
ment and militant Islamic 
groups. 

The violence erupted after 
authorities cancelled a 
second round of legislative 
elections in January 1992 that 
Islam-inspired candidates 
were poised to win. 

On Sunday the govern- 
ment and the militants har- 


dened their positions, issuing 
provocative statements that 
acknowledged a breakdown 
in negotiations and appeared 
to point to an escalation in 
the fighting. 

Hours after a statement by 
President Liamine Zeroual 
accusing the outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) of 
promoting terrorism, 
Mohammad Lamari, army 
chief of staff and a hardline 
opponent of Islamic radicals, 
was promoted to the newly 
created rank of lieutenant- 
general. 

A Defence Ministry state- 
ment announced Gen. 
Lamari’s promotion and that 
of four other generals to the 
rank of major-general as au- 
thorities continued a crack- 
down against the militants, 
killing nme in separate raids 
on Friday and Saturday. 


Hie media here published 
a message from Gen. Lamari 
to his forces in which he 
urged his men, “at whatever 
cost and sacrifice,” to mobil- 
ise against “the obscurantist 
and retrograde” forces. 

In a FIS statement received 
in Bonn, Gen. Lamari was 
denounced as “a criminal,” 
responsible for “threats and 
calls to terror.” The com- 
munique also called on Mr. 
Zeroual to resign if he proved 
unable to end the killings. 

The president late Satur- 
day disclosed that negotia- 
tions between the govern- 
ment and FIS leaders Abassi 
Madani and Ali Belhadj had 
reached a stalemate. He ac- 
cused the two, both currently 
under house arrest, of con- 
tinuing to “encourage terror- 
ism and extremism.” 

The Algerian press in both 


French and Arabic cave max- 


gai 

imum prominence Sunday to 
Mr. Zeroual’s statement and 
predicted a stiffening of the 
government’s attitude to the 

ns. 

“There are increasing signs 
of a new turn of the ratchet 
that could see the FIS leaders 
sent back to prison,” the 
Tribune wrote. 

Mr. Madani and Mr. 
Belhadj, released from pris- 
on Sept. 13 in hopes that a 
dialogue with the govern- 
ment would ensue, are de- 
manding freedom for all their 
militants as well as the right 
to meet their partisans openly 
in order to debate a possible 
ceasefire. 

Hardline Islamic move- 
ments, which also include the 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), have underground 
forces at work both here in 


Algiers and in the Jijel re- 
gion, 200 kilometres to the 
east. 

In some districts around 
the capita] they have imposed 
a ban on co-educational 
school classes, music and 
sales of newspapers and have 
required women to wear 
scarves covering their hair. 

The groups in recent weeks 
have cranked up the level of 
violence. Six journalists have 
been murdered in the past 
month, as have eight fore- 
igners. 

The government mean- 
while must also grapple with 
political discontent on the 
part of militant Berbers living 
in the Kabylia region of east- 
ern Algeria. Students and 
teachers have been boycot- 
ting classes since early Octo- 
ber, demanding recognition 
of their language. 


For Algerian activists 40 
years ago, there was but a 
single enemy: France. In the 
early hours of Nov. 1 more 
than 70 attacks and acts of 
sabotage against French colo- 
nial targets were staged 
throughout Algeria. 

They marked the start of a 
tightly disciplined insurrec- 
tion organised by the Nation- 
al Liberation Front that led 
to independence for Algeria 
on July 3, 196(2. 


■The uprising 40 years ago 
took France — still reeling 
from its 1954 defeat at Dien 
Bien Phu in Vietnam — com- 
pletely by surprise, as none of 
its ringleaders had 1 been 
known to French intelli- 
gence. 

The war in Algeria was 
eventually to take the lives of 

200,000 to 300,000 people 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s 
Sinai desert became the 
country’s main source of 
drugs this year after Lebanon 
cracked down on areas that 
grew cannabis and poppy, the 
head of the anti-drug squad 
said. 

“The security services have 
seized 138 million poppy 
plants (source of opium and 
heroin) and seven million 
cannabis plants (hashish) in 
the Sinai since the beginning 
of 1994,” General Essam Al 
Tirsawi told a conference on 
drugs. 

Security forces confiscated 
a total of 90 million plants of 
both varieties the previous 
year, the Interior Mimstiy 
official added. 

“The increase is due to the 
fact that the quantity of drugs 
smuggled by traffickers from 
/Lebanon into Egypt has dra- 
"matically decreased since. the^ 7 
restrictions imposed by the ' . 
’Lebanese and Syrian author- 
ities,” he added. ^1 

“The Sinai has become the 393 
main source of drugs in 
Egypt,” Gen. Tirsawi said. 

Until now Egypt consumed 
rather than exported drugs, 
he added. 

Cairo, home to 15 million 
inhabitants or about >one 
fourth of the total population 
of Egypt, “absorbs 60 per 
cent of the drag trade in 
Egypt,” Gen. Tirsawi said. 

He said the quantity of 
drugs seized in Egypt repre- 
sented one fifth of the total 
amount of drags smuggled 
into the country. 

In 1993 around 91’ kilog- 
rammes of heroin; were 
seized, 50 per cent merce than . 
the previous year, he said. 

It is easier to grow illicit 
planEs in the Sinai desert be- 
cause it is sparsely populated. 

Egyptian security forces 
have carried out a dozen of 
large-scale operations in the 
Sinai since the the beginning , 
of 1994, Gen. Tirsawi said. 

He also reported that 
15,110 people were referred 
to courts in 1993 on charges 
of drug trafficking or drug ■ 
consumption against 13,782 . 
in 1992. 

Drug traffickers risk the 
death sentence under a 1989 
law while users risk bard 
labour. 

Mohammad Al Salakawi,£ ; 
of the national centre for 
scientific research, said “one 
per cent of Egypt youths use 
drugs but the number of real 
addicts is lower.” 
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IORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:00 Alice Au Pays Dc Mcrvcsllcs 

17:30 .... Embarqucmctu Porte N 1 

lfcOO Lc Vcok Dc* Motssons 

1&30 New* in French 

1&45 Variiks 

IfeOO New in Hebrew 

19:10 The Nature of ^ Things 

2fc00 — New* in Arabic 

2fh30 — Leave Ik To Beaver 

21i30 Shades of L-A- 

22M News in English 

House of Elio Cl 

23:50 The Upper Hand 

............. Fajr 

(Sunrise) DohM 

11:19 

14^24 ,Asr 

Maghreb 

‘bha 

CHURCHES 

St. Man of Naaretti Cbnreb 

Swettteh. Tel. 810740 
A ~lrmhHri of God Chardx, Td. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Ctareh Td. 624590. 
Cbvdi of the Awn acUrtn TcL 
637440 . 

De h Salle Chordi Tel. 661757 
Tmmxti Church Tel: 622366 


Church of the AnpuchtiOi Tel. 
623541. 

Church TcL 630851. Td. 
13. 

fgftirF* Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenia Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

Sc Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman IntumoCkmo! Church Td. 

652526. 

Eva ng e l ical Church Tel: 

824328. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 


Amsterdam 
.. Bucharest 



Jordan Valley 20/33 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27. Aqaba 30. Humidity 
readings; Amman 36 per cent, 
Aqaba 46 per cc in. 


USEFUL 


Jesus Christ of 


684195 

The Church of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nararsno Tcl.675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church la 


TcL 811295. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


Unstable weather conditions will 
prcvaiL 9 q W | 7 f he dusty with a 
chance of thunder showers, and 

winds becoming southostcriy mod- 


crate to active, In Aqaba, skies win 
be partly doudly with a chance of 


thunder sbowen. Winds will be 
southerly moderate add Stas rougft- 


M in ./Max. temp. 

Amman „ 14/27 

Aqda_....„. ..."“""“i”"'’ 21/31 
Dcscns ' 13/29 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghazi Abdullah 884286 

Dr. Jamil Maraqa 776249 

Dr. Nidaf As'ad 751672 

Dr. Khalid Mu'addi 743500 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 7783 36 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nainoukh pharmacy 623672 

A) Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Shmctsaai pharmacy 637660 

Nairouih pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBIDz 

Dr. Ahmad Oann (— ) 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQAi 

Dr. Misbah Hijjawi 981217 


Khilifqh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Ovil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63034] 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pubtic Security Department 63(021 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 M 

Telephone Information 

(dircczorv assistance) 222 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774MI 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
- 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 


ED Plight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amo 

644281/6 

Akilcb Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mai has. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcsani 66417114 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

ALMuashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Af-Ahfi. Abdali 664 164/6 

Italian, Ai-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZAJtQA: - 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (091983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

„ J (09)900560 

Iba Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHhuna Modem Hospital (Q9J990P90 
URD: 

Princess Basina Hospital (021275355 

Greek Cadufic Hospital (02)272275 
IbnAINafco Hospital (021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess H*y« Hospital [03)314111 


. QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


•4.-20 Vienna (OS) 

rtsOS Rome (AZ) 

2M0 Aden (t)Y) 

Beirut (ME) 

23:28 Amsterdam (KL) 

2*88 Bucharest (RO) 


HIJAZ KAILWAY 


8:00 a.m. way Monday 


This information ts supplied 



Royal Jordanian ( RJ ) ini 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


04*0 

Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

WdO Damascus 

07:40 Dhahran (RJ' 

Aq*t* (Rj; 

0*55 Abu Dhabi (RJ 

0fc§5 Muscat Dubai (RJ 1 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain (Rjj 

London (RJ 

16z4S Frankfurt (RJ 

15sS0 Cairo (RJ 

17^6 ... Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ' 

01 d8 Jeddah (add) (RJ<, 

fc30 .... Kuala Lumphr (add) (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

07508 .... KLuala Lumpur fadd) (RJ) 
Aqaba (RJ 

68:15 Amsterdam. New York (RJ^ 

He MontrcaL Toronto (RJ 1 

Ui35 Geneva. Madrid (RJ' 

H^0 Vienna. Brussels tRj' 

11^5 Paris (RJ 1 

12M London __ 

12 M Aqaba. Frankfurt ?RJ ( 

36=65 Laraaca (RJ^ 

2k36 Jeddah (RJ j 

21&S Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ ) 

22:16 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 
64:00 Jcddahfadd) (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

65s 45 Damascus, Paris (A F) 

16:15 ......... Laraaca. Rome (AZ) 

Vienna (OS) 

Damascus l AZ) 

31*66 AdcnfDY) 


Dtp. 

Ajt. Daaasces 

— 2KX) p. in. every &»day 


5:W|3.eil evtry Monday 


Arr. 


Uppcrfiowcr price in ftt$ per kg- 

Apple 720/ 4S0 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukarnoar) 620 

Cabbage 110/70 

Carrot 300000 

Cauliflower 280/ 180 

Oamentinc !8<y lw 

Cucumbers (large) 180/100 

Cucumbers (small) 340 / 240 

Eggplant 320/ 220 

Garlic 1300/1000 

"£vnon 280 / 180 

'arrow (large) 180 / 

. tow (small) 340 /W0 

G (green) 540/400 

OiiOnteecn) 480/320 

Onion (dry) 400/300 

Orange 600/450 

Pq^erfhot) 640/440 

Pepper (sweet) 340/240 

Potato 420/320 

Spinach 280/200 

Tomato 440/240 

String beans SO&600 
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R0TA8IAN VISIT: Hfc Majesty King Hussein Monday 
^jvet at the Royal Court Carlo Ravizza, chairman of the 
^national Rotary Club, and an accompanying delega- 
cy Mr. Ravitxa ex tende d to the King an invitation to be 
tte keynote speaker at an International Rotary Chib 


conference doe to be held in Nice, France, in June next year. 
Mr. Ravizza said the invitation to King Hnssdn was 
extended in a show of appreciation on die part of the world 
rotarians for the King’s continued efforts towards the 
establishment of a just and permanent peace in the Middle 
East region (Petra photo) 


Jordanian, Croatian commerce 
sign economic cooperation agi 



to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — An agree- 
ment on economic coop- 
eration between the Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Cham- 
bers of Commerce and the 
Croatian Chamber of Eco- 
nomy. win be signed on 
Tbnisday. according to 
Federation President 
Mohammad Asfour on 
Monday. 

The agreement, which 
maybe joined by the Bos- 
nian Chamber of •Eco- 
nomy, “if the Bosnian side 
expresses its wish to do 
so," pays specia l attention 
to investment projects and 
commercial cooperation 
between Croatia and Jor- 


The protocol foresees 
cooperation m tte fields of 
trade and maritime arbirra- 
tka, ' tradefraiiV reghtra- 
tioo, potent application and 
nrotutf assistance in the 
case of business disputes, 
cooperation at fairs as well 
as the periodic exchange of 
economic, trade and law 
mfoimaticN), and common 
t professional seminars and 


trade conferences. 

As part of a one-week 
trade mission to Jordan, 
about a dozen Croatian 
officials and businessper- 
sons met with their Jorda- 
nian counterparts here 
Monday. 

Mr. Asfour welcomed 
the Croatian representa- 
tives and expressed his 
hope for peace in Croatia 
and its neighbouring coun- 
tries. He said the trade 
balance between the two 
countries was still in favour 
of Croatia 3nd that efforts 
should be made to equalise 
it. 

"Jordan’s industry is be- 
coming prominent," said 
Mr. Asfour, "Jordanians 
arc industrious, our prices 
are very competitive and 
the Aandards of production 
arc high. There is no 
reason why we shouldn’t 
increase our exports to 
Croatia." 

Croatia's exports to Jor- 
dan. mainly pharmaceutic- 
als, textiles, sweets and 
paper, went up from JD 
144,000 in 1992 to JD 


653,000 in 1994, while Jor- 
dan’s exports to Croatia, 
limited to tomatoes and 
domestic fuel heaters, were 
zero in 1992 and JD 29,000 
in 1993. 

Vjekoslav Tomasic, 
director of international re- 
lations at the Croatian 
Chamber of Economy in 
Zagreb, stressed the im- 
portance of trilateral eco- 
nomic cooperation be- 
tween Croatia, Bosnia and 
Jordan, adding that a tri- 
lateral trade delegation had 
already met with U.$. offi- 
cials in September. 

Mr. Tomasic said that 
due to its geographic loca- 
tion in the west of the 
country, Croatian industry 
had suffered relatively tittle 
damage .from .the war hr 
former Yugoslavia, 

"Our damages amounted 
to $900 million, while the 
entire war damages amount 
to an estimated $20 billion, 
Mr. Tomasic explained. 

He said there were good 
reasons for foreign invest- 
ment in Croatia, particular- 
ly because the Croatian 


government makes no dis- 
tinction between domestic 
and foreign investors, who 
are allowed to own a 100 
per cent share in Croatia. 

Further advantges, 
according to Mr. Tomasic, 
were Croatia's geographic- 
al position in the centre of 
south east Europe, its tra- 
ditional business ties with 
the countries of Western 
Europe, its liberal legal 
framework, the skilled 
labour force, low wages 
(S2O0-S3OQ/month) and low 
corporate taxes ($25%). 

The Croatian representa- 
tives, all of them from the 
electronic industries, Mon- 
day also met Mohammad 
Smadi, secrertary general 
of Jordan's Ministry of In- 
. . dustry and Trade. 

. .. Dr. Smadi stressed the 
importance of tlx Israeti- 
■ .Jordanian peace treat}’ to 
ensure a secure climaieihai 
can attract foreign inves- 
tors. 

After the talks at the 
ministry, the Croatian dele- 
gates met individually with 
Jordanian counterparts. 


Women NGO officers to discuss joint plan 
for Arab World report to Beijing conference 


EGOsI 


NJi.T.) — Women 
officers from non- 
tal organisations 
b) operating in the 
Worio will convene in 
Tuesday to discuss a 
" joint plan for these 
isstions ahead of a 
general meeting by 
same groups on Nov, 5. 
Haifa Abu dh&zaleh, pres- 
of the General Fcdcra- 
P w of Jordanian Women 
GFJW), said the liaison 
“Beers will refer their find- 
antFffcc joint plan to the 
defecates representing 
b saw representative* of 
and international 
at their coming 
meeting, 
ov. 3 meeting 



is 


scheduled to include 40 work- 
shops dealing with issues of 
concern to women and their 
development and participa- 
tion in socio-economic life, 
and will be held under the 
theme "equality, develop- 
ment and peace." 

GFJW sources said that the 
750 delegates will focus on 
women's status in the Arab 
World in general as part of 
preparations for the Arab 
World report to be submitted 
to World Conference on 
Women in next year. 

On Oct. 25. Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina 
announced that the national 
report on the status of 
women had been finalised 


and would be submitted to 
the Nov. 3 meeting here. 

She said the report covered 
the following international 
relations and women's right, 
human rights, women under 
Islam, the role of women’s 
organisations in promoting 
the women in socio-economic 
development, women in rural 
regions, women carrying out 
small size projects and 
women and the protection of 
the environment. 

According to Dr. Abu 
Ghazaleb, an exhibition will 
be organised on the sidelines 
of the meeting displaying 
different items of publica- 
tions and brochures on 
women’s lives in their respec- 
tive countries. 


There will also be a film 
presentation on Arab 
women’s achievements, she 
said. 

Dr. Abu Ghazaleh said the 
Nov. 3 meeting will endorse 
the joint plan of action for 
Arab women to be held 
under the patronage of Prin- 
cess Basina on Nov. 6. 

Thar five-day meeting will 
be attended by minis ter;: of 
planning, women's affairs 
and social development in the 
Arab World. 

# 

Both the Nov. 3 and the 
Nov. 6 conferences are bang 
organised in cooperation with 
the U.N. Economic and So- 
cial Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA). 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


I Irinas* Banna visits policewomen’s HQ 






_ .^,’1 •' 


S >3 




Basina 
and dis- 


fflMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess 
Mwxfcy visited the policewomen's headquarters a 

women's issues in the presence of Public Security 
r?P*rt®ent (PSD) Director Abdul Rahman Udwan. The 
™ n °Mi Urged the policewomen to participate in the 
8 eo ^ e&jtt 5 to improve Jordanian women’s status by 
Qn Pb9feg their various acquired skills in the police force. 

faft'mhfait envoy named to New Zealand 

(p«ra) — A Royal Decree issued Monday 
/PPTC'vwJ the appointment of Hani Tabbarah as non- 
ambassador to New Zealand. Mr. Tabbarah 
T^tly serves as the Kingdom's ambassador to Australia. 
/ ' aw hw decree, also issued Monday, appointed Moham- 


mad Abu Nowar as ambassador at tbe Foreign Ministry. 

Panel meets on Abu Zant case 


AMMAN (Petra) — A special committee, formed by the 
Lower House of Parliament to investigate tbe case of 
Deputy Abdul Mun'em Abu Zant who was attacked by 
unknown assailants at a mosque last Friday, Monday met 
under the chairmanship of House Speaker Saad Havel 
Srour and discussed a mechanism for tbe committee's tzsk. 
The committee also listened to comments by Interior 
Minister Salameh Hamxnad and Justice Minister Hisbam 
Tell concerning the case. Sbeikh Abu Zani was still in 
hospital at King Hussein Medical Centre, receiving treat- 
ment for injuries he sustained in the attack. Par liament has 
since issued a statement condemning the attack; the is 
also being investigated by the judiciary. 



h— 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


- A 


tCCnntEpii 

I * ft) tilled "What s New in U.S. Middle 

\ Foreign Policy" by Dr. Samir MtawT at Abdul 

i Shwin Foundation at 4:00 p.m. 

PLAY 

ddUm (to Arabic) entitled Hakaya Abu Al 
(Strange Stories) at tbe Royal Cultural Centre at 


EXHIBITIONS 

of an hv Adnaa Al Sharif at Ab'ad Art 



* A special exhibition of “Polluted City — the Monu- 
ments" at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of o3 painting* by Xman KhaSed and Fxwzi 
Rssoul at Baladna Art Gallery. 

t Art exhibition by OMa Bseiso and an exhibition of Arabic 
calligraphy al tbe Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

* Exhibition of textiles artisty and patchwork by TouSUci 
Haddadin at tbe Gallery located at tbe Jordan inier.Coo- 
Tineo fM| Hotel. 

■ft Exhibition entitled “Spanish Modern Engraving and 
Multiplied Scolptore" at tbe Jordan National Gallery, 
Jabal Luwdbdch (Tel. 630128). 

-A- Tbe First Computer Art Exhibition in tbe Arab 
Ain Art Gallery. 


at 


. Last Jordanian political 
detainee arrives from Syria 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
Baathist activist Dafi 
Jaxnaani, released on Sun- 
day from a Syrian jail after 
23 years of incarceration, 
has returned to his family 
home in Madaba, fami ly 
members said. 

Mr. Jamaani. 67, was the 
last of Jordanian Baathist 
leaders who were put in 
prison when Hafez Al 
Assad staged a bloodless 
coup in Syria, toppling 
President Noureddine Al 
Atassi and assuming power 
in 1971. 

President Assad, who re- 
leased some of the de- 
tainees in the mid-70$, 
steadfastly rejected all 
appeals for the release of 
the rest until recently. 

Three other Jordanians 
Baathist leaders detained 
along with Mr. Jamaani 
were released in 1992 and 
1993. They were Mjaili 
Nasraween, Yousef Bouiji 
and Hakam Al Fayez. Has- 
san Khatib, who was de- 
tained for his Palestinian 
national activities, was also 
released late last year. 


Ex-president Atassi was 
freed last year when he fell 
seriously til; he died in a 
Paris hospital shortly there- 
after. 

There was no immediate 
explanation why the Syrian 
leadership decided to free 
Mr. Jamaani. but the re- 
lease fitted into a pattern 
that analysts believe stem- 
med from a belief in Damas- 
cus that none of the old 
guard leadership of the 
Baathists posed any serious 
threat to the regime of 
President Assad. 

All the Jordanians de- 
tained by President Assad, 
who was an army colonel 
when he staged the 1971 
coup, were members of tbe 
pan- Arab leadership of the 
Baathist Party who did not 
agree with his coop or his 
single-handed leadership of 
the country. Also detained 
were some Iraqis and Sy- 
rians as well as other 
Arabs. 

The Associated Press 
identified those rem ainin g 
in Syrian detention as 
Mohammad Ashawi, who 
was interior minister under 
Mr. Atassi, Abdul Hami 
Mouqdad and Fawzi 



Dafi jamaani 

Ridha. It said they were all 
Syrian. 

Following the coup in 
Damascus, the pan-Arab 
leadership of the Baathist 
Party split. A pro-Iraqi 
wing of the leadership 
moved to Baghdad assert- 
ing it represented the legiti- 
mate party and challenged 
the pro-Syrian faction. 

This rivalry was partly 


responsible for the schism 
that exists today between 
President Assad and Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Each claims he repre- 
sents tbe legitimate pan- 
Arab leadership of the 
Arab Baath Socialist Party 
and maintains political par- 
ties under the same names 
as this power base. 

The release of the Jorda- 
nian Baathists detained in 
Syria was a key demand of 
many Jordanian groups for 
years. At several poults. 
His Majesty King Hussein 
also intervened, but Presi- 
dent Assad did not relent. 

Until his arrest on June 
25, 1971, Mr. Jamaani had 
been deputy g e neral com- 
mander of Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
forces. Before entering 
political life, be had served 
as a high-ranking officer in 
the Jordanian army. 

Ten Jordanians, mainly 
students who were rounded 
up in the early 1980s, are- 
still imprisoned in Syrian. 
Furthermore, there are 
Hatem Zureikat, in card- 
rated in 1978 and Sa’id 
Hatamleh, in detention 
since 1984. 



Prune Minister Abdul Salam Majali Monday visits the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities to discuss 
cooperation between tbe ministry and the private sector 

Mai ali sees tourism as network of services; 

qP ... „ a. ■ I » . fa m .. ■ • . «. I n»I | ■ • ■ F • 

" , • ■ ‘ ^ 

urges ministry cooperation with private sector 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Monday said that tourism is 
not just set of archaeological 
sites which visitors want to 
see. but rather a network 
involving administrative, re- 
creational and other services 
such as transport and com- 
munications which should be 
placed at the disposal of tour- 
ists. 

Speaking during a visit to 
the Ministry of Tourism, Dr. 
Majali urged ministry offi- 
cials to collaborate closely 
with the private sector in 


promoting the tourism indus- 
try and better utilising the 
Kingdom's treasures of 
archaeological and historical 
attractions. 

He said such cooperation 
was expected to attract more 
investors in this industry with 
beneficial results for the 
national economy. 

To succeed in such an en- 
deavour, the prime minister 
said, tbe tourism ministry like 
all tbe other government de- 
partments should abolish 
bureaucratic formalities and 


complicated routine in order 
to confront the requirements 
of the coining stage and cre- 
ate the proper climate for 
investment by local, Arab 
and foreign investors. 

The peace treaty signed 
with Israel last Wednesday, 
he added, opens the way for 
better opportunities for social 
and economic growth and 
openness to the outside 
world. 

The premier said the 
peace treaty has secured the 
restoration of Jordan's 
sovereignty over its lost land 


and water resources and 
marked the end of long suf- 
ferings for the Jordanian peo- 
ple. It has opened the door 
for the Jordanians to dedicate 
their potentials and their 
efforts towards construction 
and attaining progress and 
development in the new era 
of peace. 

Minister of State and acting 
Tourism Minister Abdullah 
Jazi was present at the meet- 
ing along with members of 
the ministry's planning com- 
mittee. 


Jordan 

reform 

(Coo tinned from page 1) 

in the region. 

Prince Hassan met with the 
Swiss economy minister and 
discussed with him bilateral 
relations and Switzerland’s 
future role in tbe region. 

In addition, the Crown 
Prince received tbe vice- 
president of the European 
Investment Bank. Discussion 
at tbe meeting focussed on 
means on enhancing 
Europe's involvement in the 
region and tbe future role of 
the bank in the Middle East. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres and a delega- 
tion representing the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) 
joined the meeting. 

At the expanded meeting, 
talks centred on visions and 
programmes for future pro- 
jects that might be carried 
out on the guidelines of the 
Casablanca summit. 

The Crown Prince briefed 
the gathering on the Jorda- 
nian economy and the prob- 
lems that have been facing it, 
especially as a result of 
migrations, the most recent 
in the aftermath of the Gulf 
war. 

On Sunday, Prince Hassan 
was the guest of honour at a 
dinner hosted by King Has- 
san H of Morocco for delega- 
tions participating in the con- 
ference. The Moroccan 
monarch lauded the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty and described it as a real 
accomplishment on the way 
to achieving real peace in the 
Middle East. 

Prince Hassan also met 
with Canadian Foreign 
Minister Andre Ovcllet and 
discussed with him ways of 
activating the international 
role in supporting the Middle 
region. 
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November 1994 

AMMAN 

Saturday. November 5 
5:00-8:00 pjn. 

Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel 
Jebel Amman 

in cooperation with AMIDEAST 


★ 


At tile U.S. University Fairs you will meet admissions officials from the 
participating universities who can answer your questions about: 

* admission requirements 
fr academic programmes 

* costs and financial aid 

* housing and extracurricular activities 

* application procedures 

A presentation on U.S. higher education will be given during the first hour of 
the fairs. Admission is free of charge and appointments are not required. 


Participating Universities 


American international College 
University of Arkansas, Uttle Rock 
Ashland University 
Betort College 

Bowling Green Slate University 
Colby College 
Columbia University 
University of Connecticut 
University of Denver 
Drexel University 
Duquesne University 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
Emerson Cotege 
Goidey-Beacom College 
Havyaii Pacific University 
University of Hartford 
Keystone Junior College 


Knox College 
University ert Miami 
Mills College 

College of Mourn Si Joseph 
University of New Haven 
Ohio Dominican Cotege 
University of the Pacific 
Saint Andrews CoUege 
College of Saint Came nine 
Saint Mary's Cotege of California 
Sam! Michael's College 
Suffolk Unrverszy 
Valdosia Stare University 
Western Michigan University 
Wioener University 
Wilkes University 
Worcester Polytechnic Insfejte 


AH participating universities are regionally accredited in me United Slates 


Organized by Unden Educational Services. Bethesda. MD 20314 USA Fax. 

1 - 301 - 656-2074 
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Seoul asks China’s help over 


North Korean nuclear pact 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean President Kim Young- 
Sam Monday asked visiting 
Chinese Prime Minister Li 
Peng to play a constructive 
role in ensuring Communist 
North Korea kept its part of a 
nudear deal with die United 
States. 

“Kim asked Beijing to play 
a constructive role in sup- 
porting the accord and m 
getting the parties to adhere 
to the pact," a presidential 
spokesman told reporters af- 
ter a meeting between Mr. 
Kim and Mr. Li. 

He said Mr. U, the most 
senior Communist Chinese 
official ever to visit South 
Korea, met Mr. Kim for pri- 
vate talks for an hour before 
expanded talks with cabinet 
ministers. 

During die meeting, the 
two agreed inter-Korean 
talks should resume as early 
as possible, and that the issue 
could only be resolved be- 
tween Seoul and Pyongyang. . 

“The two agreed that the 
(U.S.-North Korean) nudear 
pact and the emergence of a 
new North Korean leadership 
would provide opportunities 
to create fresh inter-Korean 


relations," the spokesman 
said. 

In an agreement readied in 
Geneva, Washington said it 
would provide Pyongyang 
with light-water reactors to 
replace graphite reactors that 
produce plutonium, the key 
ingredient for making nudear 


two countries. 

South Korea and China 
signed long-awaited agree- 
ments on aviation and nuc- 
lear energy. 


South Korean Trade 
Minister Kim Ghul-Su and 
Shi Wanpeng, deputy direc- 


North Korea in turn agreed 
to halt construction of two 
nearly completed reactors 
and to forgo xeprocessiiigof 
spent uranium fuel rods. The 
West , suspects North Korea 
of extra c tin g weapons-grade 
plutonium from the -.spent 
rods to make bombs.. 

China is North Korea’s 
only remaining . major ally 
. and Sooth Korea hopes for 
Chinese support in defusing 
inter-Korean tensions. 

South and North Korea axe 
still technically at war since 
the end of die 1950-53 Ko- 
rean War, in which China 
fought betide the Stalinist 
North against U.N. forces led 
by the United States. 

Mir. Li, who axifred in 
Seoul Monday for^Sve-day 
visit <rith an 150-member en- 
tourage, hopes to strengthen 
economic ties between the 


office of 


signed an 


agreement to cooperate on 
the development of mid-sized 


tiie development of mid-sized 
civil aircraft. The aim is to 
build a prototype by 1998- . 


South Korean Foreign 
Minister Han Sung-Joo and 
his Chinese counterpart, 
Qian Qichen, finalised an 
aviation pact, allowing direct, 
regular services between the 
two countries. 


Hie two ministers also 
signed an agreement to use 
nudear energy for peaceful 
1 to comply with 
Atomic Energy 




Dunng his visit, Mr. Li will 
visit factories run by three of 
South Korea’s biggest com- 
panies, all of whom plan ma- 
jor investments in China. 

Since the two countries 
established diplomatic rela- 
tions in 1992, economic rela- 
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An artist works on a portrait of Cambodia's Penh in preparation for celebrations in honour 
monarch King Norodom Sihanouk in Phnom of Iris 72nd birthday (AFP photo) 


Cambodians search for hostages’ graves 


VINE MOUNTAIN, Cam- 
bodia (Agencies) : — A team 
of Cambodian police com- 


jnandos began searching to 
verify reports than three 


verify reports than three 
Western hotages had been 
murdered and buried, witnes- 
ses said. 

Reuter correspondents saw 
30 to 40 heavily-armed com- 
mandos carrying maps and 
radios preparing to start their 
search. 

‘The government has sent 
a search team to investigate a 
report giving the location of 
the graves of the hostages,”' 
said government spokesman 
Sieng Lapresse in Phnom 
Penh. 

“They've reached the area 
where they (hostages) are 
supposed to be buried but 
they have been unable to 
begin searching because ir 
has to be cleared of mines 
first," he added. 

Briton Mark Slater, 28, 
Jean-Michel Braquet, 27, 
from France and David Wil- 
son, 29, an Australian, were 


taken hostage by the Khmer 
Rouee on July 26 after a train 


Rouge on July 26 after a train 
ambush in southern Kampot 
province in which 13 people 
were killed. 

No word of their fate has 
been received since a 
videotape and a letter were 


received in Phnom Penh on 
.Sept. 2. 

Senior Cambodian army 
officers have said -the- three 
Westerners are probably 
dead but the government de- 
nies tins, saying^ there* ™ 
firm evidence. 

A senior Khmer. Rouge de- 
fector told Reuters Sunday 
the three Westerners were 
killed on the orders of a rebel 
general who then contrived a 
cover-up. “They were tied, up 
and shot by AK-47. I've 
known this for a long time 
but (General Noun) Pact 
ordered my men to say they 
were sent to the border," be 
said. 

The army last week seized 
Vine Mountain, where the 
hostages were held after 
being abducted, but there 
was no sign of the three or of 
Gen. Paet, the local Khmer 
Rouge commander. 

The army believes Gen~. 
Paet has escaped and headed 
west with a small bodyguard 
unit. “We are searching for 
Paet now — we've heard he’s 
crossed Route Three but 
we’re not sure," said army 
-Captain Min Toch. 

Capt. Toch commands a 
small squad of soldiers in 
Knach Prey Commune which 
comprises several hamlets in- 


cluding Gen. Pact’s former 
xnain .base- where the Wester- 
ners were once held." 

Asked -about the fate of the 
hostages, the soldiers replied 
in unison- “Dead, dead — 
they’re all dead.” 


Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
massacred 46 Cambodian 
villagers in the northwest 
province of Battambang after 
taking a group hostage last 
week, a provincial official 
said Monday. 

Sexey Kosal, the province 
vice-governor, said he met six 
men who had escaped from a 
guerrilla -held area in Bavel 
district. 


“I met six men who came 
bade on Oct. 29 — they said 
46 were executed by the 
Khmer Rouge/’ Mr. Kosal 
told Reutes. 


Mr. Kosal said 60 villagers 


who went into the jungle to 
cut bamboo ran into a Khmer 


cut bamboo ran into a Khmer 
Rouge unit. He said one of 
those who escaped had axe 
wounds to Ms head while 
other escapees bad been shot 
in their hands and legs. 

Meanwhile Cambodians 
marked the 72nd birthday of 
King Norodom Sihanouk 
Monday while their ruler re- 
mained under medical care 
for cancer in Beijing. 


Colombians 


vote amid 


rebel 


Mozambique’s Chissano 
appeals fpr post-poll calm 


attacks 


BOGOTA (R) — Col- 
ombians voted for more than 
12,500 mayors, councillors 
and governors in relative 
peace Sunday despite a guer- 


MAPUTO (R) — Mozambi- 
can President Joaquim Chis- 
sano appealed Monday for 
calm as unofficial results 
trickled in from the country’s 
first elections since the end of 
a 16-year civil war. 


wanting that the potential for 
instability is large in this im- 
poverished country as it tries 
to heal the wounds of civil 
war. 


rilla attack on a police patrol 
and the burning of two buses. 


and the burning of two buses. 

Defence Minister Fernan- 
do Botero said the govern- 
ment was satisfied with the 
relative calm in which the 
elections were being held 
throughout the country. 

“There have been a couple 
of unfortunate incidents... 
but the normal progress of 
elections has not been 
affected in any way,” he told 
local radio. 

Marxist guerrillas attacked 
a police patrol bringing poll- 
ing booths to a (own in central 
Risaralda province. Three 
police officers and three civi- 
lians were wounded. 

Guerrillas also set fire to a 
bus in northern Cesar pro- 
vince and another in the mid- 
dle Magdalena River Valley. 

More than 250.000 police 
and soldiers are supervising 
the elections in towns and 
cities throughout the country 
as more than 17 million eligi- 
ble voters go to the polls. 


A fraction of the 7,500 
polling stations, mainly in the 
aouth dominated by Mr. 
Chissano's ruling FRELIMO 
party, showed the president 
and his party well ahead of 
former rebel leader Afonso 
Dhiakama and his RE- 
NAMO. 


RENAMO fought the 
FRELIMO government for 
16 years following Mozambi- 


que’s independence from 
Portugal in 1975, and Mr. 


But final resells are not 
expected for two weeks, and 
analysts stressed it 'was far 


. too early to predict la solid 
?trend, especially in die coun- 


try’s north and centre where 
RENAMO has traditio nal ly 
commanded support. 

Mr. Chissano, in a front- 
page interview with the state- 
run Noticias newspaper, 
urged the nation to remain 
calm. 

*T appeal to the public not 
to -let yourselves be carried 
away by speculation which 
might lead to discouragement 
or to fears about your safe- 
ty,” he said. 

While the elections passed 
relatively peacefully, diplo- 
mats, and analysts have -given 


Portugal in 1975, and Mr. 
Dhiakama caused consterna- 
tion when be called for a 
boycott of the election just as 
voting was about to start last 
Thursday. 

Mr. Dhiakama, who said 
that the elections were rig- 
ged, later lifted the boycott 
after pressure from Mozam- 
bique’s southern African 
neighbours. 

A survey by journalists of 
results posted on the doors of 
75 polling stations in the 
capital Maputo, Maputo pro- 
vince and Nampula City gave 
Mr. Chissano 43.416 votes 
and Mr. Dhiakama 5.981 in 
the presidential race. 

In the contest for the 250- 
seat parliament, FRELIMO 
had 40.409 votes and REN- 
AMO (Mozambican National 
Resistance) 5,848. 

The other 10 presidential 
candidates and 12 parties or 
coalitions that took part had 
won barely any votes. 


tions have boomed. 

China ranks South Korea 
as its sixth largest trading 
partner while China is Seoul’s 
third largest. 

China put bilateral trade at 
S4.96 billion in the first half 
of 1994, up 59.5 per cent 
from the same 1993 period, 
while its trade with North 
Korea fell 21.9 per cent to 
just S336 million. 




Millions of dollars of new 
South Korean investment 
have poured into many parts 
of China, including big coas- 
tal aties, but especially foe 
heavily ethnic Korean areas 
of northeast China’s Jilin and 
Liaoning provinces, border- 
ing North Korea. 




South Korean 
(right) greets C 
with a hand s 


President Kim Young-Sam 
inese Prime Minister LI Peng 
ike at foe presidential Bfaae 


w«ip» in Seoul Monday. Mr. Li is in Seoul for 
a five-day official visit (AFP photo) 


The Korean ventures pro- 
duce metal goods, textiles 
and many garments, non- 
ferrons metals, shoes and 
leather goods, many of them 
for export. 

Mr. Li is to leave Seoul 
Wednesday for a visit to the 
Hyundai car factory in city of 
ULsan and factories in Pusan. 
He completes his visit with a 
private trip to the southern 

eland of Ghejn, returning to 
China Friday. 


Kim Jong-11 reappears, prompting 


talk of N. Korean power transfer 


SEOUL 

Korea’s 


geodes) — North 
usrve leader Earn 


Jong-H app e a r ed in public at 
foe weekend, signalling foe 


IRA still 


on war 
footing — 
Protestants 


BELFAST (AFP) — Despite 
two months of ceasefire, the 
Irish Republican Army re- 
mains on a war footing in 
Northern Ireland, policing 
neighbourhoods, simulating 
attacks, and continuing sur- 
veillance operations, Protes- 
tant parties say. 


Adding weight to the 
claims, police in the British- 
administered province con- 
firmed Monday they were 
probing incidents with para- 
military overtones in Lon- 
donderry. 

According to witnesses 
who alerted police, armed 
and masked men who identi- 
fied themselves as IRA mem- 
bers set up roadblocks Friday 
and Saturday in a Republican 
area of foe eastern dry, stop- 
ping cars and checking pap- 
ers. 


foe weekend, signalling foe 
start of foe process of his 
formal elevation to foe status 
of has late father, analysts 
said Monday. 

Mr. Kim visited a newly 
renovated tomb to Tangun, 
mythical founder of Korea, 
foe first time foe state’s de 
facto leader made an appear- 
ance not directly linked to foe 
death of his father, “Great 
Leader” Kim B-Stmg. 

The younger Em has long 
been designated fab father’s 
successor but foe world has 
yet to witness his su c cession 
to such key ports as Com- 
munist Party chief or state 
president 

Pyongyang’s offidal Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said Monday that 
“comrade Kim Jong-11, the 
great leader of our party and 
people” inspected foe recent- 
ly reconstructed tomb of Tan- 
gun Saturday and gave de- 
tailed instructions to preserve 


of North Korean Studies. 

life secretive Kim had 
appeared in public on only 
two other occasions since his 
father died of a heart attack 
in early Jnly — at Em 
senior’s funeral in a huge 
Pyongyang square and at a 
mass rally marking the 100th 
day of Ids death. 


at the weekend at ministries, 
the army, Kim DrSung Uni- 
versity. hosoitals and factor- 


ies. 


North Korea this month 
finished reconstruction work 
at foe 4,000-year-old tomb 
for Tangun, revered as the 
founder of foe Korean race. 

According to legend, Tan- 
gun was conceived from foe 
union of a bear and a God’s 
son, consummated in a garlic- 
filled cave. 


Meanwhile, North Korea 
has expressed its readiness to 
resume talks with Japan, but 
not South Korea, following 
its nudear accord with foe 
United States, Japan’s Asahi 
newspaper reported Monday. 


Yu Suk-Ryul, fellow at the 
I ns titute of Foreign Affairs 
and National Security, said 
Mr. Kim’s tour coincided 
with meetings across North 
Korea where he gave a mes- 


A Korean- American jour- 
nalist told Asahi after a visit 
to Pyongyang that she was 
told by a government source 
that rapprochement would 
depend on “willingness on 
Japan’s side." 

She said the source was 
close to North Korea's new 
leader, Kim Jong-11. 


sage of thanks to the people 
for mourning his father for 


for mourning his father 
over three months. 


“Em Jong-11 is making his 


first public step in his own 
political path but this does 


political path but this does 
not mean he will become 
state president immediately,” 
said Ko TaerWoo, chief re- 
searcher at Seoul’s Institute 


“Such meetings will be 
used to show public support 
for Kim Joqg-D and to prom- 
ote him as the nation’s undis- 
puted leader/’ he said. 'This 
will pave foe way for him 
eventually to take over his 
father’s political mantle.” 
KCNA reported Sunday 
that such meetings were held 


Since the accord to help 
North Korea restructure its 
nuclear power programme 
with international assistance 
was signed on Oct. 21, Japan 
has been preparing for a re- 
sumption of talks with Pyon- 
gyang, which broke down in 
1992. 

At the same time, howev- 
er, the source ruled out an 
immediate resumption of foe 
inter-Korean dialogue unless 
South Korean President Em 
Young-Sam changed his atti- 
tude, foe newspaper quoted 
journalist Moon Myong-Ja as 
saying. 


CLA backed anti-Sukarno forces — report 


Police would not rule out 
Monday that the roadblocks 
were the work of pranksters 
to coincide with Halloween. 


But such incidents echo 
others from the fledgling 
years of foe sectarian conflict 
in the early 1970s, when en- 
tire sectors of Londonderry 
and Belfast were declared 
“no-go areas” to security 
forces by paramilitaries from 
both the Roman Catholic Re- 
publican and Protestant 
Loyalist communities. 


Since it declared its truce 
on Sept. 1, foe IRA has, 
through its political wing Sinn 
Fein, repeatedly called for 
the London-administered 
Royal Ulster Constabulary, 
which is more than 93 per 
cent Protestant, to be re- 
placed by an “impartial" 
police force. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
U.S. government has ack- 
nowledged for the first time 
that it conducted major 
covert operations to counter 
Communis t influence in In- 
donesia in the 1950s, the Los 
Angeles Tones reported Sun- 
day. 

The newspaper said that 
according to a 600-page 
account published by the 
State Department earlier this 
month, the administration of 
President Dwight Eisenhow- 
er secretly backed anti- 
communist rebels opposed 
to President Snkarno. 

The account is the latest in 
a series of histories of U.S. 


foreign polity published by 
the State Department, foe 


the State Department, foe 
paper said. 

Quoting an interview with 
official State Department 
historian W illiam SI any, who 
wrote the introduction to tbe 
new volume, it said tbe his- 
tories, titled “foreign rela- 


tions of the United States,” 
had previously been written 
without ever mentioning the 
existence of the Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA). 

According to the Indonesia 
volume. Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles concluded 
in 1958 that Gen. Sukarno 
was “untrustworthy” and 
“susceptible to the Commun- 
ist way of thinking.” 

The CIA secretly began 
supplying and supporting 
anti-C omniuiris t military re- 
bels on foe outer Indonesian 
islands of Sumatra and 
Sulawesi at a time when tbe 
United States maintained 
normal diplomatic relations 
with Gen. Sukarno’s govern- 
ment. 

By 1959, when it was dear 
the rebellion would foil, foe 
United States shifted its sup- 
port to tiie Indonesian army, 
hoping the country’s military 
leaders would counter Gen. 
Sukarno’s p u r po r ted Com- 


munist leanings. 

Tbe volume stops in 1960, 
and offers no evidence that 
foe United States was in- 
volved in a 1965 coup that left 
Indonesia's current rnler. 


General Suharto, in power. 
CIA operations in Indone- 


sia first came to tight after the 
country began compl ainin g 
that it shot down and cap- 
tured an American pilot. 


Allen Pope, who was bomb- 
ing Indonesian military 


ing Indonesian military 
targets, the Los Angeles 
Times said. U.S. Ambassa- 
dor to Indonesia Howard 
Jones later wrote a book that 
acknowledged and criticised 
foe CIA effort 
The candor of the State 
Department’s Indonesia 
volume appears to be the 
result of a 1991 law passed by 
Congress requiring the CIA 
and other intelligence agen- 
cies to cooperate with State 
Department historians, the 
newspaper said. 


India wants Kashmir polls as soon as possible 


NEW DELHI (R) — The 
Indian government said Mon- 
day it wanted to bold elec- 
tions in troubled Kashmir as 
soon as possible and dismis- 
sed suggestions that interna- 
tional observers were needed 
to ensure fair polling. 

“We are very keen that 
elections should be held in 
foe Jammu and Kashmir area 
as soon as possible,” Home 
(Interior) Minister Shankar- 
rao Chavan told a news con- 
ference. 

More than 17,000 people 
have died in the Himalayan 
state of Jammu and Kashmir 
since a separatist rebellion 
broke out five years ago. 
Opponents to Indian rule 
want either independence or 
union with neighbouring 
Pakistan. 

For the past four and a half 
years the Indian central gov- 
ernment has exercised direct 
role over the state, which 
includes the Kashmir Valley. 

Mr. Chavan did not say 
whether elections would be 
held in Jammu and Kashmir 
before a six-month extension 
of direct rule expires next 
March. An aide to the minis- 
ter said the government 
wanted to hold elections in 
the state within the next year. 

Kashmiri separatists daim 
residents would boycott any 
elections and say there is 
bureaucratic resistance with- 
in the state to organising the 
polls. 

Mr. Chavan played down 
the possibility that militant 
violence would disrupt 


assembly elections. “The 
conditions are definitely very 
conducive for holding the 
elections in that area/' he 
said. “My feedback is that we 
can hold the elections all 
right." 


The minister said threats of 
violence had kept some peo- 
ple away from elections in tbe 
northwestern state of Punjab 
in 1992 but they went ahead 
without any major hitches 
despite a decade-long seces- 
sionist movement. 

“We can't possibly not 
bold the elections merely be- 
cause one political party says, 
*we don’t want to take part in 
the ejections',” he said. “The 
elections will be held.” 


Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to’s upcoming visit to France 
after Paris urged her govern- 
ment to seek a solution 
through direct talks with In- 
dia. 

The Nov. 2-5 visit was ori- 
ginally intended to pack up 
investment deals between 
Pakistan and France. 

But days before her visit 
France backed direct Indo- 
Pakistani talks on Kashmir, 
India's only Muslim-majority 
state, where a bloody cam- 
paign is being waged by 
separatist rebels who enjoy 
political support from pre- 
dominantly Muslim Pakistan. 


last week’s slaying of a Mus- 
lim rebel leader by Indian 
troops paralysed life in the 
northern Indian valley, the 
Press Trust of India (FIT) 
said. 

During her visit to France. 
Ms. Bhutto is scheduled to 
meet with President Francois 
Mitterrand, who visited 
Pakistan in 1990, as well as 
Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur, Paris Mayor Jacques 
Chirac and several ministers. 


Mr. Chavan brushed aside 
a suggestion that internation- 
al observers would be needed 
to monitor any polls. 

“There is no question of 
having any international 
observers at all," he said. 
“Our election commission is 


The French call runs coun- 
ter to Ms. Bhutto's oft- 
repeated stand that the issue 
can only be resolved through 
Strong international pressure 
on New Delhi, and not in a 
bilateral framework. 

Since Ms. Bhutto came to 


Apart from Kashmir. Ms. 
Bhutto’s French agenda in- 
cludes Bosnia and conflicts in 
Tajikistan and Afghanistan, 
according to diplomatic 
sources. 


Ms. Bhutto, to be accom- 


panied by Foreign Minister 
Assef Ahmad Ali and De- 


power in October 1993, she 
has never missed anv ooDor- 


quite competent and will be 
able to ensure free and fair 
elections.” 


has never missed any oppor- 
tunity to tell foreign officials 
of her stance on Kashmir. 


Mr. Chavan minimised dif- 
ferences with Junior Home 
Minister Rajesh Pilot, who 
recently suggested the state 
should be granted more 
autonomy before proceeding 
with elections. 

Asked whether he agreed 
with Mr. Pilot, Mr. Chavan 
said the cabinet had not 
taken a decision on the mat- 
ter of autonomy. 

Meanwhile, the Kashmir 
dispute could cloud Pakistani 


India and Pakistan have 
fougfit two wars over Kash- 
mir. New Delhi accuses Isla- 
mabad. which controls the 
northern third of Kashmir, of 
arming the rebels. 

More than 10,000 people 
have died in Kashmir vio- 
lence since 1989 when the 
Muslim separatist campaign 
gained momentum in the 
Himalayan region. 

At least 22 people -were 
killed this weekend in Kash- 
mir as a protest strike against 


fence Minister Aftab Shaban 
Mirani, is expected to raise 
the possibility of acquiring 40 
French-made Mirage 2000-5 
fighters, which has been 
under discussion for more 
than two years but has been 
stalled by financing prob- 
lems. 


Ms. Bhutto is also ex- 
pected to raise the question 
of a nuclear power plant 
"Mob Mr. Mitterrand, to hfe 
1990 visit, had promised to 
deliver to Pakistan. 

Since then France has de- 

m f nd S d , * condition for the 
'■sale: Pakistan must first sign 

the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. But 
Pakistan refuses to do so 
unless India also adhere to 
the pact. - 



Kohl to have 
knee operation 


BONN (AFP) Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl is to have a 
knee operation in the neS 
few weeks, one of Jus aides 
said Monday. He said that 
the burly chancellor’s busy 
schedule — an election cam- 
paign followed by current 
negotiations to renew 
centre-right coalition — bad 
so far not allowed him the 
time. Mr. Kohl, who wei g h s 
around 130 kilogrammes (2$ 
pounds), was said to suffer i 
pain in the knee if he bad to ' 
stand any length of time. 


Asteroids crash 
on Earth — TV 
hoax 

draws complaints 


NEW YORK (R) — A fic- 
tional news broadcast show- 
ing gigantic asteroids crash- 
landing on Earth took Amer- 
icans by surprise Sunday, 
with TV' viewers jamming 
CBS switchboards to find out 
if their world was coming to 
an end. “The calls are coming 
in. They want to know if it’s 
real." said Rob Feiner, an 
editing supervisor at the net- 
work’s New York affiliate. 
Entitled Without Warning, 
the programme attributed fic- 
tional reports of global disas- 
ter to news outlets such as 
Reuters and foe Associated 
press and showed scenes ofa 
panic and death on tiul 
ground, massive tie-ups jj 
the skies above foe UnrjH 
States and the collapse of 39 
world's stock markets. Tb? 
broadcast was shown a day 
before the spooky Halloween 
holiday, and appeared in- 
spired by Orson Welles’ 
famous Oct. 30, 1938, radio 
dramatisation of H.G. Weils' 
War Of The Worlds, wfeh 
sent hundreds of Americans 
into a panic with its portrayal 
of a Martian invasion of 
Earth. Switchboards were 
jammed Sunday at tbe CBS 
network as the television pro- 
duction, hosted by veteran 
newsman Sander Vaflocur, 
showed “live” reports from 
disaster sites in Europe, Aria 
and the United Scuts, CBS 
spokesman Tom Goodman 
said the network figf sued 

mm m m » 


responsibly by 


quern disdaimerajjttbt^ 


at the network smdlint nay 
not have beejg^tecient 
warning and thanmRis call- 
ing into a CBS hcgfgi| were 
unsure whether thcrcpoits of 
global disaster ariOadear 
holocaust were truer . 


'Monster of 
Florence 1 suspect 
proclaims * 
innocence 


FLORENCE, Italy (AF0) — 
The 73-year-old man accused 
of being the “Monster of 
Florence" who killed 16 
young people in the Tuscan 
countryside between 1968 
and 1985, claimed his inno- 
cence and appealed for 
clemency as his trial ended 
here Saturday. Pietro Pae- 


ciani told the court tearful# 
that he was as “innocent as 


Christ on the cross” as the- 


jury prepared to adjourn to* 
deliberate the verdict, which 
is not expected before Tues- 
day or Wednesday. The 
elderly Tuscan peasant pro- 
duced a statuette of a saint 
from his pocket and cried 
out: “Believe me, I have not 
done all this evil. A peasant 
who works the land does not 
even have the time to tie his 
shoelaces. Show patience, 
Mr. President, because l am 
innocent and have a broken 
heart." As the trial drew to a 
close, addresses by the de- 
fence and prosecuting att^L 
neys showed a gulf between 
those were convinced of Pac- 
ciani’s guilt and those who 
believed he had been made a 
scapegoat. The prosecutor’s 
final address stressed contra- 
dictions in statements the Ita- 


lian fanner made regarding 
his work during the time of 
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his work during the time of 
the last double murder in 
1985, when a French tourist 
couple. Nadine Mauriot arid 
Jean-Michel Kraveichviii, 
were killed. Prosecutor Paolo 
Canes sa said that “the trial 
has shown that there exist a 
great number of indications, 
all bad, precise and concor- 
dant, the lead to the conclu- 
sion that Pacciani was the 
author of these crimes." De- 
fence attorney Rosario Be- 
vacqua said on the other 
hand that there was “not a 
single proof, only artificial 
evidence, unreliable testi- 
mony and inconsistent 

clues," and said Mr. Pacciani 
was ‘neither strong enough 
nor intelligent enough” to 
carry out the killings. Over a 
period of 17 years, seven 
couples visiting the Mugelio 
countryside were killed by a 
prowler armed with a Burette 
handgun. Two young Ger- 
man campers were also km 
led. Mr. Pacciani was 
arrested in 1991. 
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A Haitian gH coBec* sea water on the shore of the shun area 
«f Ole Soldi to Port-au-Prince. The sea water is used by the 


tens of thousands of Cite SoleO residents to wash laundry 
(AFP photo) 


Aristide supporters look for work 
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: :£- PORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) 
k — Jean-Robcn Charles, who 

* ' “ went into hiding when Haiti 
ms under military rule, has 
ie&hed walking the streets 
without fear since President 
Jean-Bextrand Aristide came 
home cm Oct. IS. 

But be and other Aristide 
who have been in 
Sunday they face 
anew problem — malting a 
firing. 

“I have no place to stay, 
j- _ I'm living everywhere,” said 
Charles, who tied Port- A u- 
> Jtince in April 1993 and re- 
;^tnrned after Mr. Aristide 
: ..came bad. “I have no money 

'Tto rent a house." 
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The arrival in the past five 
weeks of over 10,000 U.S. 
troops on a mission to restore 
democracy has greatly im- 
proved security, especially in 
Port-Au-Prince, where the 
troops are concentrated. 

But some Aristide backers 
have not returned to Their 
homes in scattered rural 
areas because armed thug s 
still hold sway, according to 
aid workers. Pro-Democracy 
activists fear revenge attacks 
by members of the old reg- 
ime. 

“It gives the appearance of 
being very quiet, but there 
are still pockets of violence 
and people are still being 

> # , 

9 s 


harassed,” said Sister Ellen 
Flynn of Hospice St. Joseph 
in Port-Au-Prince, which 
offered shelter to fugitives 
under military rule. 

Mr. Aristide returned 
three years of after being 
ousted by a coup. At least 
3,000 civilians were killed by 
military-backed police and 
paramilitary gunmen during 
military rule. 

Members of paramilitary 
groups are believed still to 
have hundreds of 
and there are reports 
lence in the countryside 
where local authority is vir- 
tually non-existent. 

“There’s too many big 
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Monster of 
Florence' suspe:i 


&& teldfers walk down ooe of Port-Au-Prince force Is receiving training under the supervi- 
amfa arteries during a routine patrol. Security skm of the U-S. DepuUnent of Justice (AFP 
hi fee Haitian capital is assured by multi- photo) 
atifanal armed forces as a new Haltiau ptfece 


hidden ont there,” said 
la Bluntschh, member of 
Christian peacemaker teams, 
a Chicago-based charity. 
“There’s no way they’re 
going to be aide to get them 
all." 

Mr. Aristide has tried to 
assure his people that Haiti is 
a safer place and urged those 
who flea the country to come 
borne. About 300,000 people 
were believed to have gone 
underground during three 
years under the military. 

For many, fee new chal- 
lenge is finding employment 
in fee impoverished Carib- 
bean nation. 

Some members of Lavalas, 
Mr. Aristide’s political party, 
said fee top party members 
are finding work more easily 
than fee president’s rank- 
and-file supporters. 

“My problem now is a job 
and money,” said Belizaire 
Joele, 37, a grass roots orga- 
niser for Lavalas. “I’m not 
going to sit here. Tm going to 
walk around and check wife 
people to find work.” 

Jasmine Pierre, a 29-vear- 
old Aristide activist whose 
husband was abducted by 
gunmen in 1991 and is still 
missing, says she is not afraid 
to he coming out of biding. 
Her only priority is to get a 
job to feed her three chil- 
dren. 

“If I’m working, then I will 
forget about the past,” she 
said. 
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EU begins planning for former Communist members 


:.r_fc 

■ ".it 

- V 


• ■ 
ri 


h r 


LUXEMBOURG <R) — 
Foreign Ministers from six 
Sooner Communist states of 
eastern Europe met their 
European Union (EU) coun- 
terparts Monday to lav the 
groundwork for their future 
membership of fee Western 
htec. 

"This is the first step in the 
sche me for integration. It is a 
wry important day.” Roma- 
nian Foreign Minister Teodor 
Mate s caa u said on arrival for 
fee meeting. 

PoUnd, Hungary, Roma- 
t feu fee Czech Republic, Bul- 
gprfe and Slovakia are keen 
to tom Western institutions 
fech as the EU and NATO as 
fooo as possible, irrevocably 
^;fewocuig themselves from 
few former Soviet tics. 

:■* Driven on by Germany. 
v-* : w h i ch is keen to secure stabil- 
' ay *o its east, the EU has 
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turned over almost an entire 
regular foreign ministers* 
meeting to discuss actions 
that can be taken now to ease 
membership for the six. 

“The path is marked out," 
German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kink el said in welcom- 
ing remarks to the easterners. 
He warned, however, that 
there were plenty of chal- 
lenges along the way. 

“You must make your re- 
spective countries capable of 
(membership) and we must 
make fee European Union 
capable of receiving you,” he 
said. 

Monday’s meeting, the 
first of its kind at such a high 
level, was to touch on issues 
ranging from attitudes to the 
war in former Yugoslavia to 
the harmonisation of stan- 
dards. 

Although both sides are 


agreed on the need to bring 
the East in to fee Union, 
differences exist over tuning 
and the process. 

Poland indicated last week 
it fed not want to begin pre- 
paring itself for fee EU*s 
single market until it had 
been given an exact date for 
joining. 

“Until ai least an indicative 
calendar for acquiring mem- 
bership is drawn up or (for- 
mal) negotiations on mem- 
bership get started, the lack 
of a time frame for complet- 
ing those tasks will remain a 
serious impediment,” a Pol- 
ish Foreign Ministry paper 
noted on Oct. 24. 

Hungary, meanwhile, has 
said it wants to join by the 
end of the century and has 
argued against fee East been 
treated as a single bloc feat 
must join in one move. 


Within the EU itself, 
meanwhile, a battle is brew- 
ing over fee German-led 
emphasis on eastwards en- 
largement. France and Spain, 
in particular, fear a shift in 
balance within the EU to- 
wards the north. 

They have argued feat 
eastwards enlargement 
should be matched by more 
aggressive Mediterranean 
policy. This was outlined by 
the EU ministers Monday, 
calling for a doubling of aid 
to non-EU Mediterranean 
countries is preparation for a 
zone. 


The EU spent the equiva- 
lent of $2.07 billion on the 
Mediterranean in fee four 
yearn to 1994. At fee same 
time it spent the equivalent of 
S4.82 billion on Eastern 
Europe. 


Tamil king-maker joins Sri Lankan cabinet 
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COLOMBO (AFP) — A 
J&Onty Tamil leader wife a 
fetisive vote bank Monday 
ttwounoed that he w*s join- 
gf fee government erf Prime 
Chandrika Komar- 
“toga ahead of next month's 
Pttsdential elections. 

5, Thoodaman, a former 
Atoistcr who leads the 
Workers Congress 
trade union, will be 
_ aster of tourism, a 
i, "PonfoKo he held under the 
Previous United National 
- P*rty (UNP) regime. 

^ l will be taking up 

■ ^ _ M toiscry of Tounsm. The 

* wiWKwy will take place 
- -5®^ toni^t or tomorrow.” 
■ - ■ Thondaman said. His 

,^°CwC has a membership of 

■ half a million pUnta- 
> hon workers. 

The shift would boost Mrs. 
r {gy araranga’s votes and 
' r r widen the gap between 

■ „ **■ *pd the main opposition 
r candidate Srima Dis- 
r. toaayaka. the widow of slain 
| opposition leader Gamini 

^^Oftayakc. political 
feilytts said. 

klr Thoodaman had for 
, **ar HyeaKsuppoitcd Mrs. 
j^sratunaa’s rival UNP 
hit defection was seen 

S r*®** a serious blow to the 
■•ttfoa-ridden opposition, 
r fed by former Premier 
} ckremcsinghc. 

. W4 fee Sinhalese major- 
*ddod almost cquaHv bc- 

• 5** fee UNP and tbc'PA. 

the block vote of Mr, 


Thondaman is considered 
crucial because the winner at 
presidential polls must re- 
ceive a clear 50 per cent of 
the ballots. 

Sri Lanka's opposition 
Monday invited two top Indi- 
an experts to probe the 
slaving of its leader and pres- 
idential candidate, Gamini 
Dissanavake. as a * 'battle of 
the widows” got underway 
with a smear campaign. 

Widow Srima Dissanavake 
who is now challenging Mrs. 
Kumaratunga — herself a 
widow — in the Nov. 9 pres- 
idential elections named two 
Indians to join a government 
investigation into Monday's 
assassination. 

Mrs. Dissanavake. in a let- 
ter to Mrs. kumaratunga. 
named D.R. Kart hike van, 
joint director of India's Cen- 
tral Bureau of Investigations 
and forensic scientist Profes- 
sor P. Oiandrasckaran. The 
pair helped probe the assas- 
sination of former Indian 
Pnmc Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi. 

*T have every reason to 
believe that they could make 
a valuable contribution to the 
present investigation, espe- 
cially m view <rf tbeir exten- 
sive * previous experience in 
matters suich this." Mis. 
Dis&anayake said. 

Premier Kumaratunga had 
offered to invite any experts 
the Oissanayakc family 
wanted To probe last Mon- 
day's bombing of his pres- 


idential election campaign 
feat also killed 56 others. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga’s Peo- 
ple's Alliance (PA) as well as 
Mrs. Dissanavake *s United 
National Party (UNP) Mon- 
day resumed politicking by 
trading allegations of vio- 
lence. intimidation and char- 
acter assassination. 

Justice Minister G.L. 
Peiris said the UNP was 
issuing leaflets saying Pre- 
mier Kumaratunga employed 
separatist Tamil Tigers rebels 
ro kill Mr. Dissanayake and 
that her visit earlier this 
month to Singapore was to 
“fix up things.” 

“Very undignified remarks 
have been made about fee 
prime minister at the funeral 
(Saturday). Offensive lan- 
guage has been used... This is 
a total violation of election 
law." Mr. Peiris said. 

UNP legislator Sarath 
Amunugama bit back saying 
feat their supporters were 
being assaulted by the gov- 
ernment for putting up white 
flags to mourn the death of 
Mr. Dissanavake and their 
advertisements were being 
censored. 

“Our people are being 
hammered by goon squads, 
led by government MPs. This 
is a violation of their freedom 
to express sorrow." Mr. 
Amunugama told reporters 
here Monday while announc- 
ing the relaunch of their cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Dissanayake’s UNP 


has accused fee LTTE of 
carrying out Monday's 
suicide bombing, but Sirs. 
Kumaratunga said it could be 
the result of a “plain and 
simple feud” within the 
opposition and an inside job 
by fee UNP to gain is fee 
short term. 

The UNP Monday showed 
a video dip taken 10 days 
earlier at another rally of Mr. 
Dissanayake clearly showing 
a woman, almost identical to 
fee suicide bomber, sitting in 
the audience, apparently car- 
rying out a trial run for the 


A family member said they 
handed the video to the 
National Intelligence Bureau 
and fee Criminal Investiga- 
tions Department and it was 
alw shown to surgeon Naren- 
dra Wijemanne who con- 
firmed it was the same 
woman who killed Mr. Dis- 
sanayake. 

Members of the Tigers 
have denied involvement bu: 
defence and military author- 
ities are co nvinced feat only 
the LTTE, which is fighting 
for independence, have dead- 
ly suicide bombers in the 
region. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga went 
on national television Sunday 
night, accusing the UNP of 
fostering a culture of violence 
in politics and said the Li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam were allowed to flour- 
ish under fee UNT's 17-year 
role. 
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Croatia Serbs intervene in Bosnia; 
Serbs fire at Sarajevo suburb 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Croatian Serbs shelled a 
Muslim -held area of north- 
western Bosnia and massed 
troops on fee border to re- 
lieve pressure on their Serb 
brethem facing an offensive 
by the mainly Muslim army, 
U.N. sources said Monday. 

Government forces Mon- 
day pursued their offensive 
on the western front and have 
now taken 250 square 
kilometres (100 square miles) 
of territory in their biggest 
success against the Bosnian 
Serbs since the beginning of 
the war 30 months ago, said a 
U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) spokesman here. 

However, Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic 
said fee assault had been 
halted. 

“Muslim activities have 
been stopped and conditions 
have been met to pursue 
tasks related to fee state of 
war,” Mr. Karadzic said at a 
meeting with Bosnian Serb 
military leaders in fee north- 
western town of Bosanski 
Petrovac, fee Bosnian Serb 
News Agency (SRNA) re- 
ported. 

UNPROFOR also Monday 
accused the Serbs of twice 
shelling civilian targets in a 
Sarajevo suburb at the 
weekend, adding that it was 
ready -to take “appropriate 
strong military actum,” in- 
cluding air strikes. 

In northwestern Bosnia, 
21 artillery rounds, fired from 
the secessionist Serb-held 
Krajina enclave, just across 
the border in Croatia, fell 
near Veluka Kladusa over- 
night, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tim Spicer said here. 

In Z ag reb, a U.N. source 
said separatist Croatian Serb 
troops were massing along 
fee eastern border wife Bos- 


nia. Unconfirmed reports 
said they were also mustering 
tanks and armoured vehicles 
as fighting continued Monday 
to the south and northeast of 
Bihac enclave. 

__ More than 10,000 Serb 
fivilians have fled, according 
to local authorities, 
thousands of them to Bosanski 
Petrovac. 

Croatian military experts 
believe fee Krajina Serbs, 
who control a quarter of 
Croatia, have an 37,000- 
strong army. The only point 
of entry from Croatia into 
Bihac has been closed to the 
U.N. since Friday, according 
to U.N. officials. 

This is not fee first time 
Croatian Serbs have inter- 
vened in the Bosnian conflict. 

Earlier this year, they shel- 
led government positions in 
support of a secession bid by 
a maverick Muslim regional 
leader whose military cam- 
paign against Sarajevo has 
since been crushed. 

Elsewhere on fee western 
front, the confrontation line 
continued to move south- 
wards and has now reached 
• the vidnity of Kulen Vakuf, 
also on fee Croatian border. 

In fee northeast, a sudden 
increase in machine gun and 
small arms fire Monday at 
dawn “seems ro imply that 
infantry action is taking place 
in the town” of Bosanska 
Kxupa, be said. 

Meanwhile, in the 
Sarajevo sector, fighting con- 
tinued Monday east of the 
Mount Igman demilitarised 
zone (DMZ) after govern- 
ment forces had captured 
high ground from which they 
can bombard a Serb- 
controlled main road. 

When the offensive began 
Saturday, Serb forces 
appeared to have retreated 


without much of a fight, but 
on Sunday two multiple- 
barrel rocket launchers were 
brought up against fee Mus- 
lims and resistance stiffened. 

It was not immediately 
dear whether Muslim forces 
would withdraw Monday 
from fee Igman DMZ as has 
been repeatedly promised. 

Meanwhile, Bosnian Serbs 
Sunday shelled fee Sarajevo 
suburb of Hrasnica for fee 
second straight day, lolling 
two civilians and wounding 
seven. Col. Spicer said, de- 
spite a strong protest fee 
U.N. sent to them following 
fee first incident. 

The Muslim-held village of 
Hrasnica, near fee airport, is 
included .in the Sarajevo 
U.N.-declared safe area 
which fee Security Council 
has pledged to defend from 
shelling. 

UNPROFOR, which be- 
lieved heavy mortars were 
used, as prepared to “take 
appropriate military action” 
if fee weapons were detected. 
Col. Spicer said. 

“Air strikes are one op- 
tion, but not necessarily fee 
first,” he added. 

“Other weapon systems 

might be more appropriate” to 
strike at mortars often fired 
from built-up areas and then 
speedily dismantled and hid- 
den, he added. 

The Bosnian Serbs Friday 
warned they would start 
attacking civilian centres such 
as Sarajevo and Bihac town if 
the army did not call off its 
latest offensive. 

U.N. experts said Interna- 
tional sanctions against fee 
Serbs, particularly a fuel 
embargo, appeared to be 
starting to bite. 

Mr. Karadzic Sunday 
vowed his forces would turn 
back fee Muslim-led govern- 


ment troops who have scored 
unprecedented gains in an 
offensive over the past week. 

Mr. Karadzic told a crowd 
of some 1,000 people in 
Bosanski Petrovac that the 
Bosnian Serb Army (BSA) 
would launch a counter- 
attack feat would stifle fee 
Muslim offensive. 

The Bosnian Seri) political 
leader appeared in public for 
the first time in a military 
uniform, which the crowd ap- 
plauded. 

“I was hoping feat Til nev- 
er have to wear a war uni- 
form. But our enemy does 
not want peace. They want 
war and if they want war, 
they’ll have it,” Mr. Karadzic 
said in front of fee town Hall , 

Local authorities said fee 
crowd was made up of re- 
fugees who were forced to 
flee in fe face of fee Bosnian 
government army thrust out 
of the northwest Bihac en- 
clave. 

The Muslim-led Bosnian 
ivemment army has forced 
rbs off conquered tenitoiy- 
over fee past several days 
east and south of the Muslim 
enclave of Bihac, which had 
been encircled by Serb troops 
since fee early days of fee 
conflict. 

The Bosnian Serbs, who 
control about 70 per cent of 
Bosnia after 30 months of 
war, have rejected an inter- 
national peace plan feat 
wonld divide up fee former 
Yugoslav republic roughly in 
half between Serbs and a 
Mnslim-Croat federation. 

Mr. Karadzic said Serbs 
would refuse to make territo- 
rial concessions. “There can 
be no bargaining about Serb 
territories. There can be no 
retreat or territorial conces- 
sions if they opted for a miUt- 
axy solution to this crisis.” 



Angola 
peace 
talks ‘risk 
collapse’ 
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LUANDA (AFP) — Gov- 
ernment and UNITA dele- 
gates warned Monday feat 
marathon peace talks were in 
danger of collapsing, as a 
U.N. deadline for fee end of 
fee negotiations passed amid 
reports of renewed heavy 
fighting between the two 
sides. 

At the scheduled end of 
fee 11-month-long talks in 
the Zambian capital Lusaka, 
set for Monday by U.N. spe- 
cial representative Alioune 
Blondin Beye, fee National 
Union for fee Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola (UN- 
IT A) sad fee peace process 
“was in danger of coming off 
the rails.” 

According to fee rebels' 
Radio Vorgan monitored in 
Luanda, UNIT A accused 
Angolan authorities of trying 
to “decapitate” fee move- 
ment by military means by 
“setting traps” for its fight- 
ers. 

Meanwhile, the pro- 
government press noted that 
fee talks were “in danger.” 

“There has been no prog- 
ress in fee final phase of 
discussions, which offers no 
guarantee” that fee Lusaka 
protocol for a peace accord 
will be approved, fee Journal 
de Angola said Monday. 

The government and UN- 
ITA delegations were each 
waiting for fee other to “sof- 
ten its stance,” fee newspap- 
er said, while national radio 
added that the gap between 
fee two sides had widened. 

Sources m Luanda said that 
fee personal security of UN- 
ITA leader Jonas Savimbi 
was the main obstacle ro an 
accord, with a draft agree- 
ment on feat issue having 
failed ro specify fee number 
of bodyguards to which fee 
UNITA leader would be enti- 
tled at fee accord signing 
ceremony. 

Mr. Blondin Beye said Fri- 
day prior to leaving Luanda 
for Lusaka feat he was doing 
everything in his power to 
oondude the negotiations by 
Monday. 

In parallel to news of fee 
widening split at the negotiat- 
ing table, the Portuguese 
agency Lusa reported violent 
clashes Monday between 
government and UNITA 
forces in the oil town of Soyo, 
capital of fee country's north- 
ern Zaire province. 

Quoting diplomatic 
sources in Luanda. Lusa said 
in a report out of fee Ango- 
lan capital that Soyo, held for 
the last IS months by UN- 
ITA, had fallen to govern- 
ment troops. 

According to fleeing civi- 
lians. government r narir, *s 
landed at Soyo to support 
ground forces feat had en- 
tered the town. 



Residents of the Macedonian capital light 
candles In a city park to protest the irregnlar- 
which occurred during the first romid erf 


vote, as Macedonians go to the polls for the 
second round of general elections despite 
opposition calls for a pofl boycott (AFP photo) 


Ruling coalition wins Macedonia election 


SKOPJE (AFP) — Macedo- 
nia’s governing left-of-centre 
coalition won a large major- 
ity in fee second round of 
legislative elections, a news 
report said Monday. 

According to estimates 
broadcast by independent 
television network Al, fee 
Alliance for Macedonia won 
85 of 110 seats up for grabs in 
Sunday’s polling, which was 
marred by an opposition 
boycott call. 

Added to the eight seats it 
won in fee first round on Oct. 
16, fee results would, if con- 
firmed, give fee coalition 93 
of fee 120 seats in fee former 
Yugoslav republic's single- 
chamber parliament. 

In second place wife a total 
of eight seats over the. two 


rounds was fee ‘Democratic 
Prosperity Party, which rep- 
resents Macedonia’s ethnic 
Albanian community, fee 
television said. 

There was no official con- 
firmation of fee breakdown 
from fee country’s electoral 
commission. 

Al had no details on re- 
turns for the nationalist 
VMRO-DPMNE, the main 
opposition party. 

The VMRO-UPMNE and 
the centrist Democratic Party 
(DP) had called Friday for a 
boycott, charging that the 
first round had been invali- 
dated by irregularities, and 
organised an alternative vote 
in Skopje and other large 
cities. 

Source dose to fee DP said 


around 25,000 supporters had 
taken part in the protest vote 
Sunday. 

■ 

However the main poll 
proceeded calmly. Electoral 
Commission official Simeon 
Nikodievski said, citing only 
“a few incidents.' 1 

Polling stations were moni- 
tored Sunday by some 750 
international observers. 

Outgoing head of state 
Kiro Gligorov, a former 
Communist leader backed by 
the Alliance for Macedonia, 
won an absolute majority — 

52.4 per cent — in the first 
round of presidential polls, 
also held Ocl 16, against 

14.4 per cent for VMRO- 
DPMNE candidate Ljubisa 
Georgijevski. 


Mavrodi elected to Russian parliament 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Sergei Mavrodi, head of fee 
MMM investment firm which 
collapsed last summer ruining 
hundreds of thousands of 
Russian investors, has com- 
pleted a spectacular reversal 
of fortunes by winning a par- 
liamentary seat. 

But fee Moscow prosecu- 
tor’s office said that even 
though Mr. Mavrodi, who 
was elected to fee Duma — 
lower house of parliament — 
Sunday, could now enjoy 
parliamentary immunity from 
prosecution, the fraud inv&- 
tigation against him would 
continue. 

“The criminal investigation 
against Mr. Mavrodi will not 
by automatically closed,” 
Moscow Prosecutor Gennady 
Ponomariov said. 

He added feat his office 
could pursue its probe with- 
out permission from the 
Duma since Mr. Mavrodi did 
not benefit from immunity at 
fee time of his alleged crime. 

“We would ask for his par- 
liamentary immunity to be 
lifted only if he was to be 
formally charged in court,” 
Mr. Ponomariov said, adding 
that his office should con- 
clude its probe sometime in 
November. 


Mr. Mavrodi’s election 
came barely three weeks af- 
ter he was released from pris- 
on, where he had been held - 
since August on charges of 
tax fraud at a subsidiary of 
the MMM firm. 

According to preliminary 
results of the Sunday by- 
election released by the Elec- 
toral Commission, Mr. Mav- 
rodi received 27.S per cent of 
fee vote in his district of 
Mytishtchi, near Moscow, 
almost twice as much as his 
nearest rival, the Electoral 
'Commission said. 

Final results of the vote 
were expected late Monday 
afternoon. 

The Electoral Commissiun 
said only 30 per cent of eligi- 
ble voters took part in the 
election but the results would 
stand as a voter turnout of at 
least 25 per cent is needed for 
the poll to be valid. 

Meanwhile, President 
Boris Yeltsin's popularity rat- 
ing is slipping by fee month, 
down to 14 per cent in Octo- 
ber wife a massive 61 per cent 
opposed to him, according ro 
an opinion poll published 
here Sunday. 

The remaining 15 per ceni 
questioned said they did not 
know or refused to answer. 


According to the poll by 
fee private television station 
NTV, Mr. Yeltsin’s popular- 
ity has slipped gradually from 
25 per cent in January. 

Over fee same period, fee 
number of people dissatisfied 
wife him has jumped from 46 
to 61 per cent. 

In another NTV poll, some 
35 per cent of Russians said 
they wanted Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin's gov- 
ernment to leave power, with 
only nine per cent supporting 
it. The remainder said they 
wanted one or more ministers 
to leave or had no opinion. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, who 
survived a parliamentary vote 
of no confidence last week, 
on Sunday ruled out any ma- 
jor purge of reformers in his 
government. 

He said in an interview on 
NTV that there could be 
some minor changes in the 
cabinet. A new finance minis- 
ter would be appointed in the 
coming week ro take over 
from Acting Minister Andrei 
Vavilov. 

But, in reply to a question, 
he denied that Deputy Prime 
Minister Anatoly Chubais 
and Alexander Shokhin or 
Foreign Minister Andre , 
Kozyrev could be droppr 
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plan, including one for 
ethnic Swedes living on 
Finland's Aaland islands 
and another for German 
speakers in northern Italy. 

Krajina Serbs would give 
up the trappings of an inde- 
pendent state including 
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This would include a re- 


Autonomy would apply 


Tt would apparently not 


The restoration of cen- 


Eastem Slavonia boasts 


The region has also been 


Hundreds of thousands 


It is also believed to en- 


i Zagreb. 

Dual icons of identity 
ill be a problematic issue. 
Krajina Serbs say they 
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But Croatia will resist the 
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“Croatians are not com- 
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Jordan envisages free trade area between Atlantic and Gulf 
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foUowitog is the full text of 
an address delivered by His 
Roys! Highness Crown 


prince Hassan at the open* 
BW /xfeoaiy of the Middle 
Fa*r Norm Africa Econo* 


imc wonw ™ 
Morocco, on Sunday: 


Your Majesty, 
pfartuphlwd Guests, 

Ladies and GcnUexnen 
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It is a great honour for 
010 to address this eminent 
gathering here today. I 
would like in particular to 
express my appreciation to 
Ha Majesty King Hassan II 
for hosting this summit and 
to both President Clinton 
md President Yeltsin for 
tbdr support and endorse- 
ment. 

A “new Middle East/ 
{forth Africa region” re* 
quires new thinking. Re- 
cent political break- 
throughs offer fresh pers- 
pectives. The challenge 
now is to move to effective 
action. In today's world 
this cannot be done single- 
handedly by governments. 
Ilia successful transition 
bom peaoe to prosperity 
requires a new trilateral 
partnership between gov- 


is it possible to ensure the, 
withering away of conflict, 
of extremism and of region-' 
al apartheid between the 
haves and the have-nots. 

The multilateral trade of 
the Middle East peaoe pro- 
cess, with its four dimen- 
sions of human co- 
operation. resource co- 
operation, security and the 
steering committee, is an 
embryonic process for 
security and co-operation. 
That is one reason why 
Jordan has energetically 
supported the muitilaterais 
from their inception. Your 
summit here today is 
another building bloc to- 
wards that end. The follow- 
up will be in Amman next 
year, by which time 
appropriate mechanisms 
will hopefully be in place. 

Our work m this summit 
naturally complements that 
of the five multilateral 


working groups that deal 
with refugees, retnorml eeo- 
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tor {indndixig NGOs) and 
xOtensatioQal as wdi as re- 
riooal institutions (both 
financial and developmen- 
tal). 

; in the Treaty of Peace 
recently signed between 
Jofdawand larad, there is a 
cCMudRneat to the crea- 
tiodofaScME (Confer- 
ence on Security and Coop- 
eration in the Middle East) 
along the Uses of the Hel- 
sinki process. This process 
has four dimensions: firstly 
security; secondly econo- 
mics, science and technolo- 
gy and environment; third- 
; jy humanitarian and related 
fields; and fourthly follow- 
up. 

j Steady p ro gr e ss on all 
finest fronts in our region 
evidently depends on the 
three pftlti* of govern- 
ments, the private sector 
and mtematraad and re- 


with refugees, regional eco- 
nomic development, water, 
environment and regional 
security and arms control. 
Amman win be the venue 
for the next meeting of the 
Regional Economic De- 
vepbnem Working Group 
(REDWG) in May or June 
of 1995. During that meet- 
ing, we plan to explore 
additional ways for integ- 
rating the private sector m 
the work of the multilater- 
als. 


GDP of $800 billion. 
Through dismantling ex- 
isting barriers, the Middle 
East and North Africa can 
become full members in the 
rapidly evolving global eco- 
nomy. 

Concerning govern- 
ments, there is no simple 
recipe for dealing with the 
complex relationship be- 
tween government, private 
enterprise and the market. 
Governments can help or 
hinder. But they cannot re- 
place the private sector in 
the wealth creating 
mechanism. 

The key issue is not to be 
snowed under by too many 
u n necessary details, but to 
get the policy fundamentals 
right. Selective interven- 
tions should be based on 
market friendly economic 
policies. Scholars of the so- 
called Japanese or East 
Asian Miracle have con- 
cluded that there is no sing- 
le uniform blue-print for 


Moving on to the role of 
the private sector, a recent 
Interfaith Declaration,, 
which I have had the pri- 
vilege of participating in, 
has stated that, 

“There is do basic con- 
flict between good business 
practice and profit making. 
Profit is one measure of 

efficiency It is from the 

profit of companies that 
society can reasonably levy 
taxes to finance its wider 


Each nation has to 
evolve its a ppropriate mod- 
el. Common features or 
prerequisites are: good 
macroeconomic manage- 
ment and broadly based 
educational systems. 


This Declaration of a 
Code of Ethics on Interna- 
tional Business for Christ- 
ians, Muslims and Jews 
identifies die common basis 
of religious and moral 
teaching among the Peo- 
ples of the Book. They are: 
justice, mutual respect, ste- 
wardship and honesty. This 
Code erf Ethics is com- 
mended to leaders of inter- 
national business whether 
followers of the three 
monotheistic faiths or not. 
Copies are available during 
this conference to those in- 
terested. 



Speaking of investment 
climates, I can assure you 
that Jordan is committed to 
expanding its programme 
of free-market reforms. 
According to the EU, Jor- 
dan is the most advanced 
country in the region in 
implementing market- 
oriented economic re- 
forms. As an emerging 
market, it has the largest 
stock exchange in the Arab 
World. We are developing 
a progressive, transparent 
regulatory system. We are 
privatising our economy, 
and already more of Jor- 
dan's industry is in the 
hands of private investors 
than ever before. We en- 
courage foreign invest- 
ment. And we plan to work 
closely with the private sec- 
tor to identify priorities for 
improvement m all these 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


and fourthly follow- 


Our virion is a Middle 
East without barriers 
where private enterprise 
becomes the engine of 
growth. The free move- 
ment of goods, services, 
capital and labour is our 
aim. A free trade area and 
eventually a common mar- 
ket from the Atlantic to the 
Gulf will make North Afri- 
ca and the Middle East one 
of the fastest growing areas 
in the world. This region 
has a combined population 


of about 250 million people 
and a total GDP of $580 


com! i 
tmtagh i 


institutions. Onlv 


such a partnership 


and a total GDP of $580 
billion. By including Tur- 
key and possibly Iran, the 
market size would increase 
to 530 million people with a 


In recent years the flow 
of private capital to the 
developing world has out- 
weighed! that from official 
sources. Private flows 
reached $103 billion in 1992 
and $113 billion in 1993. 
The globalisation of capital 
markets spurred by tech- 
nological innovations and 
the dismantling of official 
barriers have led to a 
dramatic shift in emphasis 
from official to private 
flows. Though government 
to government transfers 
have a key role in peace 
building in the Middle 
East, the private sector, 
both regional and interna- 
tional, is expected to have 
an expanded scope. 

Many of the regional 
projects tend to be of an 
infrastructural nature. This 
infrastructure for peace can 
be provided through in- 
novative approaches that 
rely on the private sector in 
terms of financing, con- 
srroctipn* operation and 
even ownership. The mag- 


nitude of investment is ex- 
pected to be substantial. 
Investments totalling $25 
billion over the next ten 
years in the Jordan Rift 
Valley alone are being 
mentioned. 

But as lessons from other 
developing regions have 
shown, quality is more im- 
portant than quantity. The 
main messages of the 
World Bank in its 1994 
World Development Re- 
port stress the need for 
public-private partnerships 
in financing infrastructure 
and if I may quote the 
report: 

“Infrastructure can deliv- 
er major benefits in econo- 
mic growth, poverty alle- 
viation, and environmental 
sustainability — but only 
when it provides services 
that respond to effective 
demand and does so effi- 
ciently.” 

A number of principles 
are recommended by the 
World Bank to avoid past 
mistakes: fiistly “manage 
infrastructure like a busi- 
ness, not a bureaucracy"; 
secondly “introduce com- 
petition”; and thirdly “give 
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Casablanca summit gets down to business 


r % : 1 - 


• a « )«■ ■ 1 


(Continued from page 1) 


T J ‘ 


^■ v, t If 


true 




\U 


-aL. 


I*'' 


"jC support expansion of the pri- 
r vate sector by increasing pro- 
ductivity, making available 
Canadian expertise and help- 
ing to liberalise the region's 
economies. About 70 per 
cent of the funding will come 
from Canadian companies. 

— Mr. Arafat promised 
international businessmen 
fuS guarantees if they in- 
vested in the Palestinian self- 
rule areas. 

\ At a hmch hosted by the 
! Palestinians, Mr. Arafat told 
’ international businessmen: 
l. M All the guarantees you need 
7 w3! be mere. 

“I will give you maximum 
guarantees. We arc in need 
of you very quickly.” 

Mr. Ararat nas repeatedly 
complained that the World 
Bank has released less than 
10 per cent of the $720 mil- 
hi emergency funding 
promised by international 
<to*»w for 1994. 

The bank has demanded 
dear accountability from the 
Palestinians before it un- 
blocks the foods. 

. Mr. Arafat told the story of 
Ljpo Arab Bank to illustrate his 
.’'wilfingncss to allow investors 
®f knpfete freedom of opera- 
ton » the autonomous areas. 

Palestinians rushed to in- 
vest $15 million in the first 
^eek in fin: bank, which then 
invested all the money 

abroad. 

Mr. Arafat said his minis- 
jen asked him to take action. 
**It was not easy but I let 
he said. 

. The Plaestinian delegation 
s looking for finance for ur- 
gent infrastructure projects in 

tb* cash-strapped Gaza Strip. 

We are poor, we haven’t a 
•* of oil, of gold, but wc are 

t^h in ideas.” Mr. Arafat 
said. 

"Phis is virgin land and we 
a lot with it. Between 
lnot her Somalia or Singa- 
P® 1 ** it win be Singapore 
*itij your participation. ‘ 

Mr. Antal’s message was 
Plainly to Palestinian 
jjjj^ssmen at home and in 
we diaspora, on whom he 
^ he could depend. 

. Your homeland is in need 

j j* you* Your children need 
! you. 

“But don't come a kmc, we 
your friends and then 
*7* **0 have not just Palesti- 

bunaetsmen but joint 
ventures.” 

Mr. Rabin and Mr. Arafat, 
Sunday before the 


Both called for international 
aid and investment to en- 
hance peace in the region. 

“Why is the international 
community not coming to en- 
courage jobs, encourage pro- 
jects in Gaza and Jcncho?” 
Mr. Rabin asked. 

Bilateral treaties with Arab 
states such as the one Israel 
signed with Jordan on 
Wednesday, be said, “are the 
foundation, the call, the roof 
Of the building. This Casab- 
lanca meeting has to create 
the environment to fill this 
empty house of peace with 
contents.** 

The emerging self-rule 
government led by the PLO 
needs financial aid. Mr. 
Rabin said, noting that in the 
last 10 years the United 
States has given Israel $30 
billion in aid and Egypt $24 
billion. 

Mr. Arafat called on coun- 
tries that have committed 
$2.4 bilKon to the Palesri- 


Christopher urged Arab lead- 
ers to follow the lead of Sandi 
Arabia and five smaller Gulf 
countries that already have 
eased the boycott. 

The four main points of the 
U.S. proposal would: 

— Facilitate the movement 
of goods, labour and ideas 
across the borders of the 
Middle East and North Afri- 


cans to keep their promises. 
— An American four-point 


plan to draw Israel and the 
Arabs into a system of re- 
gional economic cooperation 
is gaining support at the sum- 
mit. 

American diplomats, can- 
vasring among the countries 
represented here, are finding 
European support and 
approval in principle from 
Saudi Arabia. 

Jacques Delors, president 
of the European Union, and 
Turkey were enthusiastic, 
U.S. officials said. The 


Saudis sought assurances the 
olan would not duplicate 


plan would not duplicate 
other programmes and that 
their kingdom would not be 
asked to bear a heavy finan- 
cial burden, said the officials. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher offered assur- 
ances that wealthy European 
nations and Japan would be 
asked to assist. 

The plan could lift the area 
from poverty, duplicate eco- 
nomic successes in Eastern 
Europe, Asia and Latin 
America and reinforce the 


— Set up a committee of 
experts to structure a region- 
al bank for economic coop- 
eration and development. It 
should available for both the 
public and private sectors. 

•— Establish a tourism 
board so people can go freely 
from one country to another. 
Millions of people will sign 
up for package roars. 

— Establish a regional 
business council or chamber 
of commerce to promote 
trade and commercial oppor- 
tunities. 

Along the way, Mr. Christ- 
opher said, the nations of the 
area should end trade restric- 
tions and modernise their tax 
and legal systems. 

“Ana they must lift the 
heavy hand of government 
regulation that stifles entrep- 
reneurs,” he said. 

— The summit is to 
announce the creation of a 
regional development bank 
aim tourism office in a final 
declaration here Tuesday. 

The joint declaration says 
participants pledge to “ex- 
amine the creation of a multi- 
lateral financial mechanism 
... including a Middle East 
development bank to facili- 
tate both private and public 
investment.” 


m unity “which involves, at 
determined state, the free 
flow of goods, capital, and 
labour throughout the re- 
gion." 

— To encourage the crea- 
tion of a private sector re- 
gional business council to 
“ facilitate intra-regional 
commercial and trade rela- 
tions.” 

Participants recognised 
that future “movement to- 
ward a comprehensive peace 
in the region needs to be 
powerfully reinforced by 
solid economic growth and 
the palpable improvement of 
the life of the people in this 
region.” 

They ‘'united behind the 
vision that brought them to 
Casablanca — a new part- 
nership of business and gov- 
ernment dedicated to farther- 
ing peace between Arabs and 


The declaration praised 
steps toward a just, lasting 
and comprehensive peace 
based on U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 
338, calling for an Israeli 
withdrawal from all land it 
occupied in 1967. 

It said there was an ‘'ur- 
gent need for economic de- 
velopment” for Palestinians 
m the West Bank and auton- 
omous Gaza Snip that re- 


la from South Korea, China 
Resources and China Inter- 
national Water have sent de- 
legations to the summit here, 
as well as international com- 
panies like Coca-Cola and 
Bechtel Corporation structu- 
ral engineers. 

Government officials have 
repeatedly said here that 
businessmen will be at the 
centre of the conference. Di- 
plomatic accords are not 
enough to secure peace with- 
out business ties to increase 
the popular stake in main- 
taining peace, they say. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres led Israeli efforts to 
forge business links with 
Arab states at the summit. 

Mr. Peres met with Qatari 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Hamed Ben Jasem Al Thani 
to dismiss possible exports of 
natural gas to Israel, accord- 
ing to Uri Savir, Israeli fore- 
ign ministry director-general. 

Qatari Chi Minister Abdul- 
lah AJ Attiya also met with 
Mr. Peres “but no final deci- 
sion has been taken for the 
moment," Mr. Savir said. 
“Talks trill continue. ” 


quires “special attention 
from the inte rn ational cotn- 


from the inte rn ational com- 
mum tv. both public and pri- 
vate." 


projects between 
Jordan also merit 


A steering group of gov- 
ernment representatives 
would be set up to encourage 
economic cooperation and 
development, and follow np 
issues raised at the Casablan- 


spreading Arab- Israeli peace 
process. Mr. Christopher said 


- -.•** 


- 


Sunday before (he 
gJJJJS df the conference, 
*owe common ground. 


Sunday. 

"Progress towards Arab- 
Isracli peace has opened the 
door to economic coopera- 
tion in support of peace,” be 
said. “Now, together, we 
must take a bold step through 
that door.” 

The summit was also seen 
as another major step to- 
wards ending the 43-year 
Arab boycott of Israel. Mr. 


ca summit. 

It would report to partici- 
pating governments within 
six months for the creation of 
a regional development 
bank, the declaration said. ' 

An executive secretarial ro 
assist the steering committee 
would be set up in Morocco 
and would also help to orga- 
nise a regional business coun- 
cil. 


Israel and Jordan also merit 
support to advance the peace 
treaty signed between the 
two countries last week. 

The declaration said die 
forum would be held again 
early 1995 in Amman to be 
hosted by King Hussein. 

King Hassan II of Morocco 
on Sunday opened the con- 
ference. 


The declaration also 
announces plans: 

— For a regional tourist 
board to promote the Middle 
East and North Africa. 

— To build the founda- 
tions of an economic com- 


“Peace is here within arm’s 
reach. Our conference is 
aimed at consolidating peace, 
and giving it the means to 
last." King Hassan H said in 
the opening speech. 

King Hassan regretted that 
“our sister" Syria had sent no 
representative to the confer- 
ence. “We understand and 
we respect their positions and 
hope they will join us as soon 
as possible." 

Syria boycotted the confer- 
ence because of the lade of 
progres s so fir in bilateral 
peace talks with Israel. 

Organisations such as Hal- 


The proposed natural gas 
project is oae of 150 Israel 
has brought to the summit. 

Qatar, which has no di- 
plomatic ties with Israel, is a 
member of the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) which 
a month ago lifted the in- 
direct boycott affecting com- 
panies dealing with the Jew- 
ish state. 

The direct economic 
boycott of Israel, imposed m 
1951, remains in place. 

But that will not concern 
Arab businessmen at the con- 
ference, said one Qatari ex- 
ecutive. 

‘To be frank, the boycott 
is on its way our. it is just a 
matter of officially announc- 
ing its end now,” he said. 

“I am sure there will be 
cooperation on a big scale 
between Israel and Arab 


countries soon, 


“On a private level, you 
will see Gulf businessmen 
going through Jordan and the 
Palestinians rather than deal 
with Israel directly, because 
ft is an unknown quantity for 
them.” 

Around 100 Israeli 
businessmen have come to 
the three-day conference — 
one of the biggest delegations 
after the United States — in 
the hope of finding a foothold 
in the Arab market. 


users and other stakehol- 
ders a strong voice and real 
responsibility.” 

The involvement of the 
private sector as a full part- 
ner will also avoid placing 
undne burdens on tight 
government budgets. Many 
nations still suffer from 
heavy debt overhangs 
which should be reduced 
rather than expanded. 


Your Majesty, 
Honoured Guests 


The celebrations in Mad- 
rid earlier this month for 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Bretton Woods twins have 
taken place while, accord- 
ing to some reports, 

“The G-7 has its knives 
out ready to perform 
surgery on both the IMF 
and the World Bank”. The 
Banker. 

My purpose here is cer- 
tainly not to criticise or 
defend these institutions, 
with whom we in Jordan 
have had a long-standing 
beneficial relationship. I 
leave that to the ‘wise 
men’ of the Bretton Woods 
Commission. But concepts 
for new regional financial 


institutions should folly 
recognise the lessons of the 
last fifty years. 

In addition there is a 
need for new thinking with- 
in the international finan- 
cial institutions to facilitate 
public-private partnership 
in peace building. These 
financial institutions have a 
leading role to play not 
only as financial interme- 
diaries, but also as catalysts 
in the evolution of existing 
regional institutions and 
the establishment of new 
ones. Their work needs to 
be closely co-ordinated at 
the regional level with 
other U.N. institutions and 
the NGO’s. Closer co- 
ordination is essential for 
providing a healthy human, 
political and social climate. 

I do not wish to over- 
burden the allotted time. 
Your Majesty, but 
ESCWA (the Economic 
and Social Council for 
West Asia) covers only part 
of tile region under discus- 
sion in this summit. The 
countries of North Africa 
fall under ECA (the Eco- 
nomic Commission for 
Africa). Turkey is a mem- 
ber of ECE (Economic 
Commission for Europe). 
And lastly Iran is a member 
of ESCAP (the Economic 
Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific). This indicates 
a fragmented U.N. institu- 
tional framework which bas 
to be addressed in any vi- 
sion of a new Middle East 
and North Africa. 


The operation and man- 
agement of existing and 
new financial institutions 
should reflect this regional 
vision as well as the in- 
terests of the main share- 
holders in this new venture. 

It has been remarked 
that the Middle East is 
possibly the only region in 
the world that does not 
have a regional develop- 
ment bank. But filling the 
lacuna requires also a revi- 
sion of the investment and 
cost-benefit criteria to re- 
flea more closely the new 
regional agenda. This 
needs a new political -wifi; 
both inside and outside the 


God bless you afl and 
thank yon. 





Iraq blames Israel for blasts 


Kabul 


(Continued 

the Americans that they will 
never be able to harm Iraq.” 

Nearly one million of 18 
million Iraqis are Christian, 
while the remainder are Mus- 
lims. 

The minister of religious 
affairs, Abdul Menem 
Ahmad Saleh, condemned 
the attack and denounced the 
bombers as “criminals devoid 
of all humanity.” 

On Ocl 19, one person 
was killed and five were 
seriously hurt when a blast 
rocked the Waqf ministry in 
charge of Muslim religious 
endowments in Iraq. 

There has been no claim of 
responsibility for either blast, 
but Iraq has blamed “agents 
hired by the enemies of 
Iraq/' 

“These low acts express 
the frustration and failure the 
Zionist administration and 
the Zionist entity is suffer- 
ing... because of the deep- 
rooted and centuries-old 
coherence between all sects 
of Muslims and Christians in 
Iraq,” Al Qadissiyah said 
Monday. 

There have been a string of 
bombings in the last two 
yeaxs as U.N. sanctions im- 
posed after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990 have 
deepened the economic 
hardships of the Iraqi people, 
causing widespread hunger 
and poverty. 

An opposition group 
claimed Monday that Iraq 
recently executed 16 army 
officers, on orders of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, for 
disobeying orders during the 
latest confrontation with 
Kuwait. 

Hamid Al Bayati, a 
spokesman for the London- 


firom page 1) 

based Iraqi National Con- 
gress, said the officers were 
put to death by firing squad 
after being accused of ignor- 
ing ordeis from the military 
command in Baghdad. 

Mr. Bayati told the Associ- 
ated Press in Cairo the offic- 
ers apparently were critical to 
the buildup of Iraqi army 
troops near the Kuwaiti bor- 
der early this month that led 
to the movement of U.S. 
forces into the Gulf region. 


region, for shared growth, 
and prosper^. In response 1 ■’ 
to this. President Clinton, ■: 
during his recent visit to . 
Jordan to witness the sign- * - 
mg of the Jordan-Israeli * .. 
Tfeaty of Peace, bas en- . 
dorsed the establishment of ‘ ; 
a regional development ‘ 
bank for the Middle EasL . 

This is not a call for' 
inefficiency or the waste of . « 
resources or charity. , 
Rather it points to the need 
for a new regional ethos. ■ 
The report of the secretary- 
general of the U.N. on “an 
agenda for peace" has 
pointed out that global de- 
fence expenditures at the 
end of the last decade had 
approached SI trillion a 
year, or S2 million per mi- 
nute”. A few days worth of 
such expenditures can deal 
for example with the hu- 
man legacy of conflict 
through an integrated hu- 
man resource development 
at the regional level. The 
Middle East has been the 
major market for interna- ■ 
tional arms supplies, and 
the theatre for massive hu- 
man suffering. 

The UNDP administra- 
tor, Mr. James Gustave 
Speth, bas stated in the 
1994 Human Development 
Report that, 

“Sustainable human de- 
velopment is development 
that not only generates eco- 
nomic growth but distri- 
butes its benefits equitab- 
ly... that empowers people 
rather than marginalising 
them.” 

We all share in the re- 
sponsibility: governments, 
the private sector and re- 
gional and international in- 
stitutions. Let us all join 
forces together in the task 
ahead. I hope to see you all 
again next spring in Am- 
man where we can evaluate 
progr ess and redouble our 
efforts in promoting 
prosperity, security and co- 
operation throughout our ^ 
region. This is a first step in * 
the long, and hopefully re- 
warding, journey of build- . ■ 
ing peace. 



Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (right) Minister Habib Benyaye during a meeting held ■' 
hands with Tunisia’s Foreign Affairs in Casablanca (AFP photo) 


(Continued from page 12) - 


A list of the 26 executed 
provided by the congress 
showed the victims were 
high-ranking officers and 
officials of the ruling Arab 
Socialist Baath Party. 

Mr. Bayati said in a tele- 
phone interview from Lou- 
don that his group's sources 
in the Iraqi military reported 
widespread discontent inside 
the army, specially com- 
plaints by some units of shor- 
tages in food supplies. 

The Iraqi National Con- 
gress is an umbrella organisa- 
tion for opposition groups. It 
was set up after the 1991 Gulf 
war. 


Mr. Bayati also said the 
Arabic-language Al Hayat 
was correct Monday in re- 
porting nine other Iraqis 
were executed earlier by die 
Baghdad regime for “hostile 
activities.” These included 
tribal chieftains, Muslim 
clergymen and army officers. 

However, this was not in- 
dependent confirmation since 
the London-based Al Hayat 
quoted the Iraqi National 
Congress clandestine radio in 
its report. It said the nine 
were executed Sept. 13 after 
a crackdown on the opposi- 
tion in several Iraqi towns- 


Mr. Hekmatyar's, has madei 
recent gains. 

Hezb-e-Islami forces cut* 
the key link to the capital by • 
capturing Hudkhell village, 
located about four kilometres 
east of Kabul- 

“The Hezb crossed the riv- 
er and infiltrated our side in 
the night, then attacked early 
in the morning,” a pro- 
Rabbani fighter stationed in - 
Hudkhell said. 

“They captured all the 
southern parts of Hudkhell, 
and even crossed the high- 
way, penetrating houses on 
the other side before we 
pushed them back,” the 
fighter said. 

They said that Hezb-e- 
Islami forces had controlled 
about three kilometres of the 
highway before being pushed 
back across the Kabul River 
under pressure from jet 
attacks and heavy artillery 
bombardment. 

Frontline pro-Rabbani 
troops claimed to have cap- 
tured up 10 23 Hezb-e-Islami 
prisoners in the fighting, and 
one commander said that 
government troops were still 
missing. 

Debris from the intense 
shelling of Hudkhell littered 
the road late Monday, but 
several public buses were 
seen entering Kabul along 
the route, weaving around 
fresh shell craters in the road. 

A handful of pro-Rabbani 
tanks that featured in the 
fighting were stationed on the 
main road at the industrial 
estate before Hudkhell, near 
a Hoescbt pharmaceutical 
factory, with their turrets 
pointed in the direction of < 
Hezb positions further south. ‘ 
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Hidden joblessness in Russia reaching 


z ‘ atrocious proportions’ 


ILO study 


King Fahd apparently readying < 
Saudis for belt- tightening I 


GENEVA, Switzerland 
(AFP) — Russia’s real unem- 
* "ployment rate is at least eight 
~*yer cent, five times the 
- Officially-announced level of 
>*:a mere 1.6 per cent, the 
"International Labour Orga- 
■ ‘hisation (ILO) says in a re- 
•' -port issued in Geneva Mon- 
day. 

_ . It says that hidden jobless- 
.ness continues to rise in Rus- 
sia, reaching “atrocious prop- 
ortions" ana bringing a spec- 
tacular jump in the number 
of workers without resources , 
said Guy Standing, who was 
' in charge of the ILO study. It 
was carried out over a period 
of a year among 300.000 em- 
ployees of 400 companies 
based in five majoT Russian 
- industrial regions. 

Mr. Standing sharply criti- 
' cased what he called Russian 


official underestimates of un- 
employment and the little 
attention given by Wester- 
ners — especially the ones 
advising the Russian govern- 
ment and such international 
agencies as the World Bank 
and the International Monet- 
ary Fund — to employment 
problems. 

If the situation continues, 
there will be a great risk of 
sodal “implosion", he said, 
and that could damage the 
Russian political balance by 
helping extremists. 

The report says that no less 
than one-third of Russian fac- 
tory employees are now 
actually the victims of hidden 
unemployment. Thus more 
than 20 per cent of fhem, 11 
million people, are on long- 
term “administrative leave” 
— a term meaning that they 


have been laid off without 
any remuneration at all. 

The problem- is most acute 
in the industrial city of Ivano- 
vo, where more than 40 per 
cent of employees are actual- 
ly on layoff, and hence do not 
really have a job or any re- 
muneration, while not being 
officially considered unem- 
ployed, Mr. Standing said. 

Another mechanism con- 
tributing to hidden jobless- 
ness is long maternity leaves, 
practir at many companies. 
Almost six per cent of all 
women employed in industry 
are on maternity leave. 

Mr. Standing said that 
makes no sense, since Russia 
has a very low fertility rate 
and there are two abortions 
for every bixth. 

He added that the percen- 
tage of women on maternity 


leave reaches as much as 12 
per cent in companies suffer- 
ing the greatest difficulties. 

Payless work is also found 
widely in Russia, contribut- 
ing to hidden unemployment. 
The ILO reports says an in- 
creasing number of workers 
are not paid at all, while 
others receive only a mini- 
mum wage equivalent to $20 
a month — much less than 
the levels contained in their 
collective bargaining agree- 
ments and about a quarter of 
the average Russian monthly 
salary equivalent to around 
$80. 

The document stresses that 
60 per cent of companies 
studied had chronic drfficul- 
ties in paying workers, and 
half of them were afraid they 
would be driven into bank- 


ruptcy within a year. 

Mr. Standing said young 
people and men suffer parti- 
cularly from the vast upsets 
on the Russian job market, 
adding that the problem is no 
doubt related to the startfing 
drop in Russian life expectan- 
cy, especially among men. 
From 65 years only about 
seven years ago, the figure 
has now fallen to 58 years for 
men, he said* 

The plunge seems mainly 
due to a jump in deaths be- 
cause of such problems as 
stress, suicides, heart attacks, 
etc., he said. 

The ILO suggests the use 
of more enforceable collec- 
tive bargaining agreements, 
obliging companies really to 
pay the stated salaries. They 
would have to restructure , re- 
ducing their work forces. 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia 
(AP) — King Fahd, 
apparently perparing his peo- 
ple for belt-tightening, has 
referred to the high costs of 
deploying troops to counter 
the threat from Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

In a speech televised late 
Sunday, the king did not spe- 
cify how the costs would be 
met, but the Saudis are ex- 
pected to shoulder some of 
the financial burden of Octo- 
ber’s U.S.-led deployment of 
troops to counter the latest 


Iraqi threats. 

“We have been afflicted by 
a peril of the devil," King 
Fahd said in his address to 

militar y commanders at Hafr 
Ai Batin, the huge military 
base near the Iraqi border 
where he met President Clin- 
ton last week. 

“If state bears tremendous 
amounts of expenditure, that 


is our duty and we cannot let 
down our neighbours. 

Saudis are convinced that, 
just as he prepared them for 
budget cuts when the price of 
oil tumbled, the king was 
now setting the stage for 
some drastic action in the 
1995 budget now being pre- 
pared. The budget should be 
announced before the end of 
the year. 

The value of the national 
currency, THe riyal, slipped 
on Gulf financial markets in 
reaction to King Fahd’s re- 
marks. Dealers said they saw 
his remarks a confirmation of 
fresh cutbacks for the king- 
dom. 

Since the 1990-91 Gulf cri- 
sis, the Saudi government bas 
been doubly squeezed. De- 
sert Shield and Desert Storm 
cost the kingdom $60 billion, 
while income has been lower 
than expected because of 


anemic oil prices. 

Saudi Arabia bad to cut its 
current budget by nearly 20 
per cent this year. 

Although life for Saudi 
Citizens remains comfortable 
by world standards, cuts in 
government spending have 
an impact on almost every- 
one in an economy domin- 
ated by the state-run oQ in- 
dustry. 

The troop deployments by 
the United States and its 
allies to counter the move- 
ment of Iraqi troops toward 
Kuwait are estimated to cost 
between $500 million and $1 
billion a month. The Iraqi 
forces retreated, but the 
allied troops are staying for 
the time being. .. 

OiThis tour of the region, 
President Clinton urged U.£ 
allies in the Gulf to bear their 
part of the cost. 


Philippine economy shows strong growth I Lebanon’s financial recovery builds up 


MANILA (AFP) — All sec- 
tors of the Philippine eco- 
nomy showed strong growth 
this year, raising hopes for a 
sustained rebound, but it may 
be threatened by a rebound 
in inflation. Economic Plan- 
ning Secretary Cielito Habito 
said here Monday. 

He said inflation was among 
the issues to be discussed in 
fresh talks with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
in December. ' 

Mr. Habito said in a report 
on the country’s economic 
performance that 5.4 per cent 
gross national product (GNP) 
growth in the second quarter 
of this year “confirms the 
country is indeed poised for 
the long-sought economic 
' take-off.” 

He said all three sectors of 
the economy — agriculture, 
industry and services — bad 
showed strong growth, with 
all regions of the country 
“contributing positively to 
the favourable economic per- 
formance through greater in- 


vestments, exports and posi- 
tive growth in agricultural 
production." 

However, the inflation rate 
had averaged 9.32 per cent in 
the second quarter even 
though it had since fallen to 
about 8.6 per cent in Septem- 
ber. 

He said this surge in prices 
occurred despite tight controls 
on money supply and monet- 
ary officials were now being 
forced to balance mopping up 
of excess liquidity with the 
need to maintain stable in- 
rerest rates. 

Mr. Habito said this “fine 
tuning” had kept interest 
rates at a little over 10-to-ll 
per cent with inflation rates 
staying at single-digit levels. 
He added than he inflation 
rate target for the year was 
about nine-to-9.5 per cent. 

“The moment inflation 
reaches double-digits, then 
we should worry about the 
possible boom-and-bust (cy- 
cle) happening again,” he 
said, referring to the wide- 


spread observation that the 
Philippines’ short sures of 
economic growth are swiftly 
followed by a prolonged 
downturn. 

IMF Director-General 
Michel Camdessus, in a visit 
earlier this month, praised 
the government's economic 
reforms but warned that un- 
controlled inflation could re- 
verse all die gains. 

The Philippine government 
is forecasting at least five per 
cent GNP growth this year. 

“Inflation is a cancer that if 
not tackled at an early stage, 
could risk undermining what 
has already been achieved, 
and if left unchecked could 
derail the whole program- 
me,” Mr. Camdessus told a 
news conference. 

“The slaying of this dragon 
we call inflation is an abso- 
lute necessity.” 

Manila obtained a $684 
million IMF loan earlier this 


year. The release of this is 
conditional on the achieve- 
ment of key targets in a 
mutually-agreed economic 
programme. This requires in- 
flation to fall to below five 
per cent by 2000. 

“You don’t establish a 
monetary target and you go- 
to play golf,” Mr. Camdessus 
quipped. 

The IMF official said he 
was impressed by the coun- 
ty's strong export confidence 
in the country, but warned 
that it was not the time to be 
complacent. 

“If the impressive econo- 
mic gains achieved thus far 
are not to prove transitory, it 
is important that the Philip- 
pines move quickly to the 
next phase of its economic 
transformation,” he said. 

He specifically decried the 
fact that only four per cent of 
the Philippines’ population 
paid income taxes. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Beirut 
must recover its former status 
as a regional financial centre, 
Lebanese experts say, but 
first it most restructure its 
banking sector and set up the 
necessary financial instru- 
ments. 

Foreign investors are re- 
turning to Lebanon in in- 
creasing numbers as the 
capital gets a major face-lift 
to remove die scars left by 
the civil war. 

According to Jean- 
Francois Lepetit, the French 
vice-president of Indosuez 
Bank, Lebanon’s main asset 
in the absence of natural re- 
sources and major industries 
is its capacity to develop 
financial services. 

Mr. Lepetti, who visited 
Beirut with other French 
bankers, stressed that Leba- 
non was “not a country of 
risk” because the Lebanese 
lira had stabilised since the 


end of the 1975-1990 civil war 
and the country had a low 
level of debt. 

Last month Lebanon 
issued $400 million worth of 
Eurobonds to finance post- 
war reconstruction plans. 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
expected his country to raise 
an extra $425 million soon for 
more projects. 

Lebanese who fled abroad 
during the conflict have 
started repatriating assets 
from overseas. 

This has led to a $1 billion 
balance of payments surplus 
for 1994, despite a chronic 
deficit in die trade balance, 
according to Finance Minis- 
ter Fuad Siniora. 

Wahid Audi, chairman of 
the Lebanese banking asso- 
ciation, said banking secrecy 
and tax benefits “winch prac- 
tically make Lebanon a tax 
haven” had played a great 
role in attracting assets from 


abroad. 

Central bank governor 
Riad Salameh said effors 
were being made to end the 
“dollarisation” which had 
unde rmin ed the economy. 

He noted that level of dol- 
lar deposits bad fallen from 
90 per cent during the war to 
61 per cent 

But Mr. Salameh said 
banks should build up their 
own funds, which took a 
beating when die lira col- 
lapsed during the war, in an 
effort to reach by March 1995 
the solvency ratio expected in 
Europe. 

Banks which failed to meet 
such conditions would bave 
to disappear, allowing the 
banking system to be stream- 
lined, he said.' 

Naaman Azfaari, chairman 
of the Banque du Liban et 
d'Outre-Mer said Lebanese 
banks lacked sufficient funds 
to financ e post-war projects. 


The banks could only make 
short-term loans of up to two 
or three years. 

Lebanon also needs mod- 
ern financial instruments to 
acquire the funds needed for 
reconstruction projects, ex- 
perts say. 

A secondary market was 
set up in June and the Beirut 
stock market is expected to 
reopen within a few months 
with a capitalisation of some 
$1.25 million pluse $1.85 bil- 
lion from Solidere, the com- 
pany set up to rebuidl 
Beirut's dty centre. 

Meanwhile foreign bank- 
ing institutions such as In- 
dosuez are seeking to set up 
local merchant banks in an 
effort to develop the 
Lebanese financial market. 

Sixty per cent of Indosuez 
Capital Middle East will be 
held by the French group and 
the rest by Lebanese part- 
ners. 


High imports I Cuba says sugar industry open for foreign capital 
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swell South 
Koreadeflcit - 

SEOUL (AFP) — * South 
Korea's current account (C/ 
A) deficit surged to $4.4 bil- 
lion in the first nine months 
of the year, because of a 
rapid increase in imports of 
capital and consumer goods, 
according to a central bank 
tally. 

The nine- mo nth shortfall 
was almost six times the $730 
million deficit posted in the 
same period of 1993, the 
Bank of Korea said. In 
September alone. South 
Korea’s current account in- 
creased to a deficit of $585.5 
milli on from a surplus of 
$372.3 million a year earlier, 
raising concern among busi- 
ness aides, the bank said. 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba, 
pushing for foreign capital to 
jeyive its ailing.* economy, 
said Sunday the doors were 
open to possible foreign in- 
vestment in its strategic sugar 
production sector. 

Carlos Lage, a vice- 
president who is viewed as 
the architect of Cuba's eco- 
nomic reforms, told the opening 
of the annual Havana Trade 
Fair that from now, “no pro- 
ductive sector of the eco- 
nomy will be excluded from 
investmen. oreign capit- 
al.” 

“I' sugar production, 
whio. has always aroused a 
big interest, several proposals 
are being positively studied,” 
Mr. Lage said. 

He did not give details of 
these proposals in his address 
at the inauguration or at a 


later news conference. 

The sugar cane sector, 
communist-ruled Cuba's 
main export, had until re- 
cently been off-limits for 
foreign investment. 

But its opening comes as 
the country tries to recover 
from two consecutive dismal 
harvests — of 4.2 million 
tonnes in 1992-93 and four 
million tonnes in 1993-94. 

Since the collapse of the 
former Soviet Union, Cuba’s 
old trade and aid ally, the 
sugar sector bas been badly 
hit like other areas of the 
economy by lack of input — 
ranging from fuel and spare 
parts to fertilisers and pesti- 
cides. 

The last two harvests had 
been conducted with just 22 
per cent of the technical input 
used in previous years, Mr. 


Lage said. 

He touched on other areas 
related to foreign investment 
and commented on wider 
issues concerning the eco- 
nomy and current reforms in 
his remarks Sunday. 

He noted there was some 
interest in Cuba by U.S. 
firms — currently barred 
from business by Washing- 
ton’s 32-year-old economic 
embargo — and said some 
companies were discussing 
signing letters of intent. 

In the first six months of 
1994, representatives of some 
69 U.S. firms, 14 of them 
large businesses, had visited 
the island to assess prospects 
for future trade or invest- 
ment, he said. 

Signing letters of intent 
now would mean that such 
firms would be in a position 
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to move ahead quickly with 
business if and when the 
embargo is lifted. But Mr 
Lage did not express any 
optimism the ban is likely to 
be lifted any time soon. 

Cuban authorities, hoping 
to encourage a business lobby 
within the United States 
against Washington’s policy, 
say U.S. firms are missing out 
on investment possibilities as 
the country opens up to fore- 
ign capital. 

The island currently has 
some 165 joint ventures and 
other economic associations 
with firms from 38 countries, 
Mr. Lage said. A further 200 
projects are under negotia- 
tion. 

Mr. Lage also said Cuba 
was planning a new invest- 
ment law to ensure greater 
transparency and security for 
investors. He did not give 
details ot say when the law 
would be introduced. 

He said foreign investment 
was possible in some service 
sectors and also in real estate, 
but did not give details. 

On overall prospects in 
Cuba, whose inhabitants are 
suffering severe shortages 
ranging from. food and con- 


sumer goods to electric pow- 
er and transport, Mr. Lage 
said the economy was not yet 
recovering but it was showing 
some positive signs. 

He cited the poor sugar 
harvests as a key factor in 
slowing progress towards im- 
provement. But he added 
that positive factors included 
growing foreign investment 
on the island, an improve- 
ment in the country's internal 
finances and the recuperation 
of some sectors. 

Mr. Lage said current eco- 
nomic reforms, which 
gathered pace from around 
mid- 1993, were not aimed at 
creating a capitalist economy, 
but a planned economy with 
market elements. 

“We do not have a strategy 
of a capitalist development,” 
Mr. Lage said. "It's a strategy 
within the socialist system.” 

Reforms that introduced 
market mechanisms to some 
areas of the economy “do not 
mean abandoning a planned 
economy,” he added. 

Mr. Lage described the re- 
forms as being part of “an 
integral concept" rather than 
“isolated measures” 
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“It’s mouthwash! I thought it would be 

nice to start our day by gargling a 
toast to each other!” 


CHEERIO, BOTH 
I'M OFF TO < 
MY EVENING ) 
r CLASSES r-' 


women/they ) 

NEVER GIVE UP, J 
EW,lIACK?IF < 
THEY PONT SET 
THEIR. MAN IN < 
DAY SCHOOL- 1 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter lo each square, to form 
four Qitfnary words. 


Thb diouid give us as 
a good time 


TOSOP 






CLATH 


Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


MUTT, YOU DONT 
KNOW THIS BUT YOU 
USED TO BE THE 
NUMBER ONE 
NO GOOD IN MY 
~ BOOK* > 


/ YOU 

d DIDN'T 
l LIKE 
j V ME? 


DIDN’T LIKE VoU? 
I COULDN'T STAND 
THE SIGHT OF ^ 

L YOU ! 1 — 


rs 



BUT DONT worry V 
I CHANGED My J 
OPINION— you j 
ARE NO LONGER L _ 
NUMBER ONE -J3 


YOU ARE NOW 1 

NUMBERTWO. 

I MET SOME- J 
BODY WORSE/ / 


SWACHE 


PINTUR 






ALWAYS -SOUGHT 
BUT NEVER BOUGHT 

Now arrange the dncJeo letters to 
form Am surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above canoon. 
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Print answer here: 


tomorrow) 

Yesterday's J Jumbte * ***** MiCETY PIGEON 

| Answer Whalthe monarch used an the newborn 
heir— A KINGPIN 
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ACROSS 
1 Wordofmitf 
Surprise 
5 Attempt 
9 Swkxfe 
13 Location 
. Custom 

16 Hurtfpnan dog 

17 Take a quick 
look at 

IB Rom ct ineir 

19 City on the Oka 

20 Do service for 
22 Arranged m twos 

24 Preminger 

25 Reckon 

26 Incapacitated 
29 Ptfeis feffpty 

32 Marbles 

34 Woe is me! 

35 Zoo renders 

36 Low islands 

37 Painter Edouard 

39 Home hot spot 

40 Very old: abbr. 
4* Firearms 

•nvenlor 
42 Squire 

if Brazil 

46 Sett breezes 

*a r^ f* a " tfangl3 

SO Single toe, 

H Osadvanufle 

™ in 

cosmencs 

60 Comedian 

Johnson 

61 Sr*® &how 
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27 Rocket Btane 

28 Woo 

29 Div&on of n 
poem 
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31 Lease* 

JaBum, 

**0 world* 
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^ Eye doctors 

^ * ,Jma 
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Business & Finance 
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Financial Jordan Times 

I »c tn co-ep«nci«n wlch 

Cairo Amman Bank 



ComiK} 

New Voib 
CtCiC 

"•“SSi 10/94 

Tokyo 

Ciac 

10/94 

Sterling Pound" 

1.6240 

1,6221 

Drabdtc Mark 

1.S100 

7.5109 

Swim Franc 

1.ZS9S 

I.S6Q7 

French Franc 

S. HAS 

5.F7J5** 

JnpmcM Yen 

97.CS 

97.37 

European Cwnnj lull 
4 iNn Nr vn: 

I.Toli 

l.lbif 


Cnrrcnc) 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

1LS. Mar 

4.75 

5.57 

5.6: 

6.00 

Sterling Found 

s.:f 

5.75 

6.JS 

6.93 

DcflbcJw Mark 


<.95 

5 .06 

5.45 

Swi» Franc 

i.J5 

3. SI 

3.93 

4.37 

French Franc 

5.C5 

5.45 

3.62 

p.06 

Japanese Yen 

A i .1 
a • < > 

r.is 

:.sr 

r.s* 

European Currency l?nlt 

5.5* 

5.SS 

*.06 

6.6S 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U*5. DoRor 

0.6910 

0-6950 

Sterling Found 

1 . 1195 

1.1251 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4566 

0.4559 

Swiss Franc 

0.5475 

0.5500 | 

French Franc 

0. 1554 

0 . 1541 

Japanese Vet, 0 

0.70S7 

0.7122 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4074 

0.4094 - 

Swedish Krona 
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lUUu Lira* 

0. 0447 

0.0449 

Belgian Franc 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1 -S 170 

I.55I0 

Lebanese Lira 0 

0.04077S 

0.0425 25 

Swdi Rljml 

0.1S31 

0.IS5 1 

KawttH Dinar 

2.5190 

2.5730 

Qatari Rftal 

O.l&St 

0.1910 

Egyptian Fond 

o.:coo 

O.CZOO 

Oral Rfral 

I. 7500 

I.SCCO 

UAE Dirtum 

l.S 76 

0.1S9! 

Greek Drachma ^ 
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0.31 75 
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Arab Gulf banks criticised for failure to upgrade services 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Arab League's top financial 
official has criticised Gulf 
banks for their failure to up- 
grade services, saying they 
stick to traditional activities 
which do not serve domestic 
development. 

Jassim AI Manai, chairman 
of the Abu Dhabi-based 
Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF), said such activities 
coupled with a sharp increase 
in tne number of banks dur- 
ing the oil boom had turned 
the Gulf into an “overbank- 
ed" region. 

“The region is suffering 
from overbanking in the 
terms of the number of banks 
and the kind of their activi- 
ties, which has remained 
mostly traditional at a time 
when non -traditional financ- 
ing needs and methods have 
emerged in our region," he 
said in a study. 

“Unfortunately, our bank- 
ing community has failed to 
respond enough to such 
needs in order to exploit their 


resources in domestic de- 
velopment,” be wrote. 

Mr. Manai, a Bahraini, did 
not elaborate on the new 
services he wants Gulf banks 
to carry out. 

But regional officials have 
repeatedly urged banks to 
launch investment portfolios, 
issue bonds and securities, 
finance productive sectors 
and match modem banking 
operations emerging in the 
industrial countries. 

Gulf bankers acknowledge 
the bulk of their operations 
have remained restricted to 
extending loans and credits 
and investment in bank de- 
posits, real estate and stocks 
in foreign markets, mainly in 
the West. 

Credits by GCC banks to 
the public and private sectors 
in the region totalled $84.2 
billion by the end of 1993, but 
most of them have been 
channelled into trade and 
other non-productive sectors. 

Official Gulf figures 
showed trade accounted for 


between 26 and 28 per cent of 
the total credits between 1988 
and 1993. the construction 
sector for 11.9 per cent, and 
personal loans for around 

23.2 per cent. 

Loans to the public sector 
jumped from 10.5 per cent to 

34.3 per cent during 1988- 
1993 as GCC governments 
relied more on borrowing to 
bridge their budget defidts 
caused by a decline in oil 
prices. 

The deficit was projected 
at around $9.5 billion in 1994 
compared with $14.6 billion 


in 1993. 

' “There should be a revi- 
sion of banking regulations in 
the region to guarantee that 
the banking sector will be 
. able to face the development 
needs of the coining stage, 
which will see financial, 
administrative and economic 
proportions to which we are, 
not accustomed,” Mr. Manai 
said. 

“GCC banks are called on 
to upgrade their services and 
facilities so they will become 
competitive not only with 
other regions but at the world 


level,” Be added. 

He said banks in the GCC, 
which groups Saudi Arabia. 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, 
Kuwait and the United Arab. 
Emirates (UAE), could* 
strengthen their financial 
position through mergers or 
cooperation with foreign un- 
its. 

He put the number of 
banks in the GCC at 117, 
including 59 national banks 
and 58 foreign units. More 
than two-thirds of them are- 
based in the UAE, Oman 
and Bahrain as Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait do not have fore- 


ign banking ventures. 

The combined assets of the 
banks have grown by around 
3.65 per cent annually since 
1988 to reach $168 button at 
the end of 1993, nearly one- 
third of the total bank assets 
in the 22-member Arab 
League. 

Around 48.3 per emit of 
the GCC assets are based in 
Saudi Arabia, 24.7 per cent 
in the UAE, 15.6 per cent in 
Kuwait, five per cent in 
Qatar, 3.6 per cent in 
Bahrain and 2.8 per cent in 
Oman. 
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ARAB BAHF 

JOffiA.1 HAT IQBAL BAKU 
KIDDLE CAST UWXSTKZJfT BUR. 
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THE KOU SIM SAUK 
JOQM KUKMT BAKE 
JQIOJUI GOLF UUtX 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
U7l]ON BANK FOR SAVINS t I 
JORDAN WBSTKEK7 S PTttttt BASK 
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PHILADELPHIA INVE S TMENT HANK. 

JORDAN! AIT ELECTRIC PON ES 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER 
REAL ESTATE iHVCSTKQf? 

JORDAN CULP REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRAD INC CENTER 
KACB1NAW CQ32 P. REVTTVS t MAINTENANCE 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST A OOtSCOOllI 
THE JORDAN CZHIT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PHOSPHATE HIVES 
JORDAN PETROLEUM REFIMAZ 
JORDAN TURNING 
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ARAB PRMXRCrtJT:CAL KMCJPACmnK 
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China’s airlines on financial crash landing 


BEIJING (AFP) — China’s 
civilian amines, flying high 
since the deregulation of the 
aviation sector some 10 years 
ago, have been brought back 
down to earth this year and 
are now in serious financial 
difficulty, a report has said. 

The unificati on at the be- 
ginning of this year of China's 
dual exchange rate system, 
rising oil prices and an appall- 
ing air safety record have 
dealt a series of body Mows 
to the industry, leaving only 
four of the country’s 30 Large- 
and medium-sized airlines 
operating at a profit, the Eco- 
nomic Information daily said. 

Exchange rate unification 
and the accompanying de- 


valuation of the Chinese cur- 
rency bad meant increases in 
airplane leasing payments of 
more than 50 per cent, the 
newspaper said, pointing oat 
that the vast majority of 
planes used by domestic air- 
lines were leased from the 
international agents. 

In an attempt to cash in on 
rising passenger demand, 
many companies had over- 
extended themselves by leas- 
ing too many planes without 
die necessary financial re- 
sources, it said. 

At the same time, the ex- 
pansion in fleet dtizes has 
outstripped infrastructural 
development and 80 per cent 
of China’s airports are satu- 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

1 LONDON (R) — 

Following are 

the buying and selling | 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 

bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

13513/23 

Canadian dollar 

• 

13105/15 

Deutschemarks 


1.6937/47 

Dutch guilders 

■ 

1.2608/18 

Swiss francs 


31.08/12 

Belgian francs 


5.1713/63 

French francs 


15443/6.0 

Italian lire 


97.36/46 

Japanese yen 


7.2241/41 

Swedish crowns 


6.5675/25 

Norwegian crowns 


5.9100/50 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

$1.6226/36 


One ounce of gold 

i 
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rated. 

Hikes in fuel prices and 
other materials, meanwhile, 
have pushed up operating 
costs by as much as 10 per 
Cent Since the be ginning of 
the year. 

A series of major airline 
crashes and hijacking in re- 
cent years have also taken 
toll, with some airlines oper- 
ating flights outside mainland 
China reporting a drop in 
passenger volume, as 
travellers prefer to fly with 
more reputable foreign car- 
riers, the newspaper said 

The worst crash in China’s 
aviation history occurred in 
June, when all 160 people on 
board a China Northwest 
Airline flight died near the 
central tourist city of Xian. 

Modi of the blame for the 
appalling safety record has 
been laid on die rapid and 
under-monitored expansion 
of the plethora of regional 
airlines that sprang up in 
1985 following deregulation 
and the dismantling of the 
monolithic Civil Aviation 
Administration of China 
(CAAC). 

The Economic Information 
said that in the first quarter, 
only 35 per cent of passengers 
taking domestic and interna- 
tional Sights from Beijing air- 
port took Chinese carriers, it 
said. 

The occupancy rate of the 
280 flights by Chinese car- 
riers from Hong Kong each 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For /note details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Td. 8I0605/810609/81Q520 
Fax: 810520 


JAMAL TRADING & 
REAL ESTATE CO. 
FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 
Villas & Apartments 
Buyinq & Selling 
Land & Property 


A SECURE 

FLATOTEL 

Swelfiyeh 


Ob 

j 

^FUt-O.Tel 

SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY, 


Tel: 

68881 6-681113 


JR-SAT 


WALID JARRAR CO, 

Tel. 776199 - 692779 
Fax 781681 
Service 778299 



STUDIO HAIG 

Pro fes s io nal Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop md get:- 

• JUMBO phot* 


Free mnlargm- 

20 x JO cm 

■ 

Shmd&ani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
S wcfieh td: 823891 

CHENS \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yannouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongoUiQ Barbtqut for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: si 1214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Han f 


Accent, 

^ Cafe’ 

Hambu rgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 



me 

AXMOSFBBZB 

CKEAKSS' 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
Monday: JJrinks $0. MghtUmg 


A Menu of Defidous Snacks 
Tel 685211 Fax. 617779 
MklNa East Hotel - Shmetsanl 




FRENCH QllSLYE^T - /: 
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SZECHWAN 6ARBEHS 


Ifekal 



La Vita Lounge 

12:00 pm - v - Late 


} CpalLX-JJOi&a- 

Tmka away is vnffafrff 

Stmt At-Anb Street 
Urn Uttwkwh Conrsmdat Cano 9 

Tel: 881174 

jlstt icutd^H 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


for further details please call 
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The first 4 bert 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

tst&.ts jsDatAwan .Tear 
Afir/yanS-sSctoG 

Open daily J2.~W-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

T#/. 838888 


uality Furnished Fla! 
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week to China has fallen to 
59.77 per cent this year from 
71 per cent in 1993, the paper 
said. 

It said that, for the fust 
time in 20 years, aviation In 
China has become a buyer’s 
and not a seller's market. 

The paper pointed out that 
civil servants were no longer 
obGged to fly Chinese car- 
riers, resulting in a big switch 
to foreign airlines. 

Meanwhile consumer pati- 
ence with China’s inefficient 
domestic airlines, is wearing 
thin, with 66 per cent of 
passengers complaining of 
lengthy delays. 

According to a recent sur- 
vey carried out by CAAC 
flight delays are the number- 
one complaint, and look set 
to remain so. 

CAAC officials quoted by 
the Gnangming Duly cited 
more than 20 causes for the 
perpetual delays. The biggest 
problems were outdated 
technology, backward airport 
infrastructure and poor 
ground support. 

Since the deregulation of 
China's aviation sector in 
1985, a plethora of small car- 
riers has sprung np. Many 
airlines have attempted to cut 
costs by purchasing unreli- 
able old Russian planes 
which need repeated mainte- 
nance and contribute to de- 
lays, the officials said. 


Mark 

Thatcher 

denies 
fabulous 
wealth 
from deals 

LONDON (RJ — Mark 
Thatcher, son of former Brit- 
ish prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher, has denied being a 
fabulously wealthy arms in- 
dustry fixer cruising through 
life on the reputation of his 
famous mother. 

In a rare newspaper inter- 
view, he said in Monday’s 
edition of the Financial 
Times: “It would be signifi- 
cantly wrong to conclude that 
I am worth more than £5 
million ($8.2 million). 

“There is nothing to sup- 
port it apart from innuendo. 
The whole idea that I^bave 
tremendous success is just a 
myth,” he said. “If I had 
tremendous success I would 
not be running around trying 
to do the things that I am 
doing. I would be sitting on 
my own private island in the 
south pacific, but I am not. 





Just how 41-year-old 
Thatcher finances ms jet-set 
life has been a matter of 
rumour, innuendo and hnj 
interest to Britain's media 
a decade. He left Britain in 
the mid-1980s for the United 
States to escape press atten- 
tion. 

The Sunday Times tried to 
lift the veil of secrecy recently 
with allegations that Mr. 
Thatcher earned £12 million 
($20 million) for helping se- 
cure a£20 billion ($31.82 bil- 
lion) arms deal with Saudi 
Arabia, signed by his mother, 
in 1985. 

But Made Thatcher said his 
friendship with Syrian-born 
finader Wafic Said had not 
netted him a commission. 

“Merely because I know 
this man does not mean to 
say that he is going to pay me 
£12 milli on because I am a 
nice guy,” Mr. Thatcher told 
the Financial limes. 

Britain’s opposition 
Labour Party, attempting to 
e x t r act maximum pain from 
the allegations for the ruling 
Conservatives, has deman- 
ded a government inquiry 
into the affair. Mark Thatch- 
er has already denied receiv- 
ing commission from the 
deal. 

Mark, a millionaire with 
houses on three continents, 
has come a long way since his 
mother became Britain's first 
wom an prime minis ter in 
1979 and the doors to power 
and political entree were 
thrown open. 















Espanol beat Alb ace te; 
% Madrid lose to Betis 
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4A£fl§lD, Spain (AP) — In 
weekend that saw Zaragoza 
otr&ja; itself as the Spanish 
.eagles early-season sensa- 
ion , ;Espaool’s Jordi Lardin's 
wo -goals — his fifth and 
ixth!-oI; the season gave his 
earn;’ ‘strong 5-1 win over. 
Ubaqfetfc Sunday at Bared o- 
ia. >t; 

Larofrn's eighth minute 
;oal ;jwas followed up by 
eaminaie Roberto Fresnedo- 
o’s go&l in the ninth. Roma- 
rian Florin Radudoiu made 
he score 3-0 in the 22nd 
ninute and Lardin scored 
igain in the 30th minute. 
Centrefielder Moises 
‘Arteaga” Garda finished up 
he first-half push with a goal 
n the 35th minute. 

Uruguay’s Jose Luis Zala- 
ar scored AJbacete’s lone 
pal on a penalty in the 40th 
ninute. 

Zaragoza moved into first 
dace Saturday with a 3-2 win 
it home oveT Real Madrid. 
3oth Zaragoza and Deporti- 
X) de la Coruna have 14' 
mints and the same goal 
Hfference, but Zaragoza has 
cored more goals. 

Argentine striker Juan 
\ntonio Esnaider scored 
wice and Uruguay's Gustavo 
Poyet scored in the last five 
ninutes to give Zaragoza its 
vin. Chilean Ivan Zamorano 
ind Emilio Amavisca scored 
ileal Madrid’s two goals. 

At Tenerife, Deportivo fell 
rom first place Saturday with 
1 1-1 tie with Tenerife. Adol- 
b Aldana gave Deportivo a 
L-0 lead in the 32nd minute 
3Ut Juan Antonio Pizzi tied 
fie match with his second- 
lalf goal. 

Barcelona also tied Samr- 
iay, after a first-half goal 
irom Brazil’s Romano. In the 
second half, Bosnian Mebo 
ECodro scored his sixth goal of 
ihe season to let Real 
Sodedad tie the match up 1-4 
it San Sebastian. 

Sunday, Argentine Daniel 
Toribio Aquino and Serbian Vlada 
Stosic gave Beds its 2-0 win 
jver Atletico de Madrid at 
Madrid. Aquino scored in the 
34th minute and Stosic in the 
78th. 
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Euro soccer 

Atletico chairman Jesus 
Gil Y Gil this week had 
threatened to fire half a 
dozen players unless per- 
formance improved. But, he 
told reporters after the game, 
he didn't think his statements 
had made the players more 
tense. The team is near the 
bottom of the standings with 
a 2-1-6 record. 

To not nervous,” Gil 
said. “Sooner or later we’ll 
find the solution.” 

At Oviedo, Croat forward 
Janko .1 an k o vie scored the 
game's lone goal m the 60th 
minute. 

At Santiag o, centrefielder 
Angel Lecumberri scored for 
Compostela in the 30th mi- 
nute. Dane bent Rene Christ- 
ensen brought the score to 
■ 2r0 in the 8 0th minute. 

At Seville, centrefielder 
Francisco Javier Pineda and 
Croat forward Davor Suker 
gave' Sevilla a 2-0 lead at the 
end of the first half, scoring 
in the 42nd and 45th minutes. 

Sporting de Gijon’s Pablo 
Jose Diaz scored an own goal 
in the 65th minute to give 
Sevilla a 3-0 lead. Sevilla’s' 
centrefielder Gabriel Moya 
then scored in 'the 70th mi- 
nute and Rafael Paz Marin 
made the team’s final goal in 
the 82nd minute. 

Alejandro Moran scored 
Sporting’s only goal in the 
79th minute. 

In other games Saturday, 
Valencia won at home, beat- 
ing Celta 1-0. Athletic de 
Bilbao won 2-0 over Racing 
de Santander at Santander. 

rairiggh scores twice 

Champions Benfi- 
ca inflicted the' first home 
defeat of the season on 10- 
man Gnimaraes late Sunday 
with a 3-1 victory earned by 
their two- new foreign im- 
ports. 

Argentine Claudio Canig- 
gia scored twice in the last 15 
minutes after Benfica’s 
newly-signed Belgian World 
Cup goalkeeper Michel 


Preud’homme saved a penal- 
ty, but they still languish six 
points off the pace. 

Sporting Lisbon remained 
fop with a 2-0 win over Bedra 
Mar, while Porto kept up the 
pres su re with an emphatic 4-0 
drubbing of newly-promoted 
Chaves to remain two points 
behind. 

Striker Esaias Soares put 
fourth-placed Benfica ahead 
after six minutes, and 
although Guimaraes were re- 
duced to 10 men after 55 
minutes when defender 
Samuel Qmna was sent off 
for a second bookable off- 
ence, the home side came 
close to equalising. 

Gmmaraes won a penalty 
in the 77 th minute when Bos- 
nian Dane Kupresanin was 
fouled, but Preud’homme 
pushed Kupresanin's kick 
past the post Kupresanin got 
on the sco resheet with a con- 
solation goal three urinates 
Lorn tune. 

Sporting, the only un- 
beaten side in the league, 
relied on their foreign players 
and an own goal for their 2-0 
win. 

Polish striker Andrzej Jos- 
kowiak opened the scaring! in 
the 10th minute when Nige- 
rian World Cup forward 
Emmanuel Amumke, mak- 
ing his debut, crossed from 
the left. 

Amunike hit the bar in the 
60th minute, but it took an 
own goal from Beira Mar 
defender Pedro Miguel two 
minutes from time to seal 
Sporting’s victory. 

Ex-England manager Bob- 
by Robson’s Porto took the 
lead six minutes into their 
match with a goal from mid- 
fielder Rui Banos, but it was 
the 57th minute before they 
added a second when Anto- 
nio Folha beat two defenders 
to score from the edge of the 
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Real Betis goalie Jam (left) blocks the shot of 
Atletico de Madrid’s Kflco (centre) while Betis’ 
defender Merino tackles him during their 
Spanish League first division match Sunday. 
Betis beat Madrid 2-0. Photo below, Wimble- 
don’s Efim Ekofcn (centre) is congratulated by 
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teammates Vrnny Jones (left) and Steve Tal- 
boys after sewing the team’s only goal against 
Norwich City h the English Premiership 
match late Sunday. Eknku’s goal ended a 
five-match losing streak for the Dons (AFP 
photo) 


A brace of goals from 
Brazilian Jose Carlos in the 
dosing minutes made the vic- 
tory more emphatic. 

First dhirion newcomers 
Tirsense continued their win- 
ning streak with a 2-0 away 
win against Salgueiros 



Denver down Browns; Chargers beat Steelers 


m 

lOHNHway and the Denver 
Broncps are ready to play the 
>econd1ialf of the season. 

Id the past two weeks, the 
lowly .Broncos have risen 
bom the bottom of the AFC 
West to beat teams with the 
MFL’s best record. 

Last. week, it was previous- 
y undefeated San Diego. On 
Sunday, it was Cleveland as 
Zbway cbmpleted 30 of 41 
lasses for 349 yards and two 
ouchdQwns in a 26-14 victory 
werfoe Browns (6-2), one of 
hree , teams entering play 
rith one 'loss. 

“We're slowly clawing our 
ray lack into this thing,” 
ilway^aid. “But we've got to 
et to;. 500 before we even 
link about the playoffs.** 
Ovef- the next four weeks, 
te Broncos (3-5) play the 
os Angeles Rams ana are 
orae against Seattle, Atlanta 
nd Cincinnati. 

El way. who led the Bren- 
ts to; three wins over the 
rowns in three AFC cham- 
onshjp games, picked apart 
le Browns defence, which 
ltere^ the game allowing 
■e fewest points in the 
ague; He was 18 of 20 in the 
"st half as the Broncos led 
>7, and then hit Glyn Mil- 
ira wSth a 17-yard TD pass 
r the clinching score. 
Browns coach Bill Be- 
hick-said be has “seen El- 
ly have great days before, 
d today was as good as any. 
5 hit ;(receivers) in the flat, 
er the middle and long. He 
rew the ball everywhere be 
uld ” 

Before Elway’s pass to Mil- 
m. Mark Rypien. who re- 
iced a dazed Vinny Tes- 


taverde late in the first half, 
engineered a 60-yard scoring 
drive and two-point conver- 
sion that cut the deficit to 
20-14 early in the final quar- 
ter. 

Testaverde has a mild neck 
sprain and his status waws 
not known. 

In other games, San Diego 
beat Seattle 35-15, Miami de- 
feated New England 23-3, the 
Los Angeles Raiders topped 
Houston 17-14, Minnesota 
beat Tampa Bay 36-13, Indi- 
anapolis beat the New York 
Jets 28-25, Dallas edged Cin- 
cinnati 23-20, Buffalo beat 
Kansas City 44-10, Phi- 
ladelphia defeated Washing- 
ton 31-29 and Detroit edged 
the New York Giants 28-25 in 
overtim e. 

Arizona edged Pittsburgh 
20-17 in overtime at night. 

The NFC West — San 
Francisco, Atlanta, New 
Orleans and the Los Angeles 
Rams — were off this week. 

Chargers 35, Seahawks 15 

At San Diego, Gale Gil- 
bert replaced the injured 
Stan Humphries and threw 
two fourth-quarter TD passes 
and safety Stanley Richard 
forced two fumbles to set up 
two more scores for San 
Diego (7-1). 

Humphries sustained a dis- 
located left shoulder early in 
the third quarter after he was 
tripped by linebacker Bob 
Spiitulski and Sam Adams fell 
on him. He is questionable 
for Sunday. 

The Seahawks (3-5) lost 
their fourth straight. Rick 
Mirer was 15 for 30 for 177 
yards and was sacked three 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


times. 

Cardinals 20, Steelers 17 

The host Cardinals (3-5) 
got an immediate break to 
start overtime. Rookie 
Charles Johnson fumbled the 
kickoff at the Arizona 32. 
David Merritt recovered and, 
four plays later, Greg Davis 
more a 51-yard field goal to 
win it. 

Gary Anderson’s 23-yard 
field goal with 47 seconds left 
tied the game. The score was 
made possible when Neil 
O’Donnell, with a tackier 
wrapped around his legs, 
found Eric Green with a de- 
speration pass. The 280- 
pound tight end rambled 46 
yards to the Arizona 5 with 
62 seconds to play. 

Yancey Thigpen scored on 
a 60-yard pass from Neil 
O’Donnell for the Steelers 
(5-3). 

Dolphins 23, Patriots 3 

At Foxboro, Mass.,. Dan 
Marino outduelled Drew 
Bledsoe again. This time it 
wasn't dose. Marino threw 
for 198 yards and aTD on the 
opening drive of the second 
half for Miami (6-2). Ble- 
dose, die NFL leader in pas- 
ting yards, threw for just 125 
yards and three intercep- 
tions, leading to 10 Dolphins 
points. 

Marino threw a 7-yard 
scoring pass to Keith Byars, 
whose 1-yard run had given 
the Dolphins a 13-3 lead 
seven seconds before half- 
time. 


Raiders 17, OQers 14 

At Los Angeles, Jeff Hos- 
tetler threw an 11-yard TD 
pass to Tim Brown with 1:50 
left, and the Raiders (4-4) 
won when A1 Del Greco’s 
52-yard field goal attempt 
slammed against the crossbar 
and bounced back onto the 
field as time expired. 

The Oilers (1-7) bad taken 
a 14-10 lead on Billy Joe 
Tolliver’s 7-yard TD pass to 
Haywood Jeffires with 3:19 
left. Tolliver started in place 
of the injured Cody Cansou. 
He finsihed 19 for 43 for 226 
yards. 

Vikings 36, Bu c c aneer s 13 

At Tampa, Fla., comer- 
back Anthony Parker scored 
a TD in his third straight 
game — a 41-yard intercep- 
tion return — and Minnesota 
(6-2) forced five turnovers. 

Warren Moon threw for 
182 yards and a TD and Fuad 
Reveiz kicked five field 
goals. The Bucs (2-6), out- 
scord 111-42 in their last 
three games, trailed 23-7 at 
the half. 

Colts 28, Jets 25 

At Indianapolis, Don Ma- 
jkowski made his first NFL 
start in two years a winning- 
one, passing for one TD and 
running for another for the 
Colts (4-5), who survived five 
turnovers. 

Mo Lewis put die Jets (4-4) 
bade in the game when he 
returned an interception 18 
yards for a score. A two- 
point conversion pas made it 


21-18. Marshall Faulk, who 
had a 1-yard TD run in the 
third quarter, added the clin- 
ching score on a fourth- 
down, 29-yard carry midway 
through the final period. 

' Cowboys 23, Bengals 20 

At Cmtinnati, the Bengals 
(0-8) blew their best chance 
to win this season against the 
league’s best team. After 
trailing 14-0, Dallas (7-1) re- 
bounded as Troy Aikman 
threw two TD passes and 
Chris Boniol kicked three 
s econd- h al f field goals. 

Boniol's third field goal, a 
38-yarder with five minutes 
left, gave the cowboys die 
lead for the first time. Aik- 
man was 20 of 33 for 272 
yards and Emmitt Smith had 
92 yards on 25 carries. 

BIDS 44, Chlefc 10 

At Orchard Park, N.Y., 
Jim Kelly threw four TD 
passes aod Bruce Smith 
harassed Joe Montana all day 
as Buffalo (5-3) showed it can 
still win big games. 

Smith forced an intercep- 
tion and recovered one of 
Montana’s two fumbles in 
what looked like a replay of 
last year’s AFC cham- 
pionship game. Id that game. 
Smith helped knock out 
Montana with a concussion 
early in the second half and 
Buffalo won 30-13 to earn its 
foruth consecutiwe Super 
Bow] berth. 

The Chiefs (5-3) absorbed 
their worst non-strike loss 
since 1984. 

Eagles 31, Redskins 29 

At Washington, Eddie 


Murray kicked a 30-yard field 
goal with 19 seconds left to 
Eft the Eagles, who forced 
rookie Gus Frerotte into two 
interceptions and a fumble. 
The Redskins had taken a 
29-28 lead with 3:58 left on 
Chip Lohmiller’s 40-yard 
field goal. 

Randall Cunningham had a 
rough start as Washington led 
17-7 at the half, but he led 
three long scoring drives as 
the Eag)es (6-2) won their 
fifth straight against the Red- 
skins (2-7). 

Lions 28, Giants 215 

At East Rutherford, NJ., 
Jason Hanson kicked a 24- 
yard field goal with 8:17 left 
in overtime, and Detroit (4- 
4) handed New York (3-5) its 
fifth straight loss. 

Barry Sanders had 146 
yards and helped set up Han- 
son’s winning kick in a game 
in which several officiating 
calls hurt the Giants. On the 
winning drive, Scott Mitchell 
hit Herman Moore, who had 
two TD receptions, for 29 
yards to the Giants’ 7 on a 
play where the receiver was 
knocked to a knee by Jarvis 
Williams at the 36. The offi- 
cials also made questionable 
calls on a TD reception and a 
pass interference that led to 
Detroit scores. 

Dave Meggett had a 56- 
yard punt return for a fourth- 
quarter TD and the Giants 
added a two-point conversion 
to tie it at 18 before Mitchell 
hit Moore from a yard out. 
The Giants sent the game 
into OT on Dave Brown's 
7-yard TD pass to Aaron 
Pierce. 




eeds house, 4 bedrooms, in Abdoon area, owners 
nly, no agents please. Contact Mr. Nas- 
imento during working hours, Tel. 642-169/ 
42-183. Fax with description of the house 
nd initial price asked can be sent to Fax# 

612-964. 
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Monthly Meetings 

Wednesday 2 November 10-12 a.m. 

and 

Wednesday 9 November 4-6 p.m. 

at 

tiie Forte Grand Hotel 


INDIAN CELEBRATION 

ie Indian Community living in Jordan will celebrate 
pawali, the festival of lights, on Friday, Nov. 4, at the 
emises of the Embassy of India. First Circle, Jabal 
oman. The festivities, organised by the Indian Cultural 
jsodation, will include raffles and lucky draws as well as 
: ancy dress competition for children. A traditional Indian 
sal will also be served. 

Events will begin at 4 p.m. sharp 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


194m z . 5th Roundabout, behind 5th Round 
about Pharmacy. 3rd floor, 3 bedrooms, 
T.V. room, 3 bathrooms, sitting room, dining 
room, kitchen, balcony. 

FOR INFORMATION TEL. 814451 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished whole first floor in a two-storey building. 3 
bedrooms, one family room, large dining/reception area, 
spacious kitchen with a breakfast area, 3 bathrooms, 
washroom, and 3 verandas, 350 sq.m., separate entr- 
ance. 

Location: Al Rabieh (overlooking Mekka St., and Tla’ Ali) 

Call: 672098 


Noaroi Restaurant 

For l 

Pizza, Oriental Cuisine, Fillets & Steaks. I 

Conveniently located at the Third Circle round- 
about, opposite the Ministry of Information::- 

Music, relaxing atmosphere 
and Value for Money. 

Open dally: Tel. 642830 


Maradona still waiting 
for 1st win as coach 


BUENOS AIRES (R) -r- 
Diego Maradona was still 
waiting for his first win as a 
soccer coach at the weekend 
after watching his Deportivo 
Mandiyu team draw (H) away 
to Ferro Cairfl Oeste in the 
Argentine championship. 

Internation al so ccer’s gov- 
erning body FIFA decided 
inct week that Maradona^ 
who is joint coach of the club 
based in Corrientes, 
could work as a coach despite 
his 15-month playing ban for 
failing a drug test at the 
World Cup finals. 

Although Mandiyu had 
slightly the better of a dull 
encounter, Maradona was 
unable to celebrate FIFA’s 
decision with a win. 

Mandiyu goalkeeper Ser- 
gio Goycochea, Maradona’s 
teammate in the Argentine 
team which finished as 
runners-up in the 1990 World 
Cup, was substituted in die 
second half after being in- 
jured. 

Mandiyu, who have drawn 
four games and lost one since 
Maradona joined, are one 
place from the bottom in the 
Argentine Apertura. cham- 
pionship, the first of two 
competitions in the 1994/5 


season. 

Leaders Velez Sarsfield 
bad to come from one goal 
behind at home to Boca 
Juniors to keep their un- 
beaten record in the competi- 

Veteran 34-year-old mid- 
fielder Alberto Monaco gave 
Boca a 40th minute lead 
when he scored from a re- 
bound after Rodolfo 
Amiabarrena’s header bad 
hit the crossbar. 

Boca controlled the game 
and Paraguayan goalkeeper 
Jose Luis Chilavert was once 
more the hero for Velez as he 
made several fine saves to 
keep them alive. 

But the South American 
club champions grabbed an 
undeserved equaliser ten mi- 
nutes from time through 
striker Omar Asad, following 
a lapse by the Boca defence. 

River Plate moved into 
second place, beating Racing 
Club 1-0 with a 14th minute 
penalty converted by Uru- 
guayan international _ striker 
F.nTn Francescoli. his 75th 
goal in two stints with the 
club. 

Gimnasia y Esgrima la Pla- 
ta won their first game under 
new coach Carlos Griguol, 
beating Platense 2-0 at borne. 


6 sent off as 
players brawl in 

Brazil clash 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Six men were sent off and riot 
police had to separate brawl- 
ing players as a Brazilian 
champ ionship match erupted 
in violence Sunday. 

After the match one player 
went to a police station to 
make a formal complaint 
against an opponent. 

The game, involving world- 
chib champions Sao Paulo 
and defending Brazilian- 
champions Palmeiras, de- 
generated after Palmeiras 
striker Edmundo was in- 
volved in a furious row with a 
director on the Sao Paulo 
bench late in the second half. 

Ironically, the game, a loc- 
al, derby, trad been preceded 
by a gampaign to .eradicate 
violence on the terraces. 

Representatives from the 
organised supporters clubs of 
several Sao Paulo-based 
teams paraded around the 
pitch carrying banners with 
the word “peace” before the 
game and then launched a 
symbolic dove in the centre 


which he was shown the yel- 
low card. 

Edmundo was surrounded 
by remonstrating Sao Paulo 
players and stepped Sao 
Ider Jamni 


Trouble began after 
Edmundo had scored his 
second goal of the game to 
level the scores at 2-2. 

Edmondo was involved in 
a furious exchange with the 
Sao Paulo team bench, dur- 
ing winch the two sides ex- 
changed abuse. 

As soon as play re-started, 
Edmundo lunged into Sao 
Paulo midfielder Alemao 
with a reckless tackle for 


Paulo midfielder Juninho in 
the face. Bolh were sent off. 

As Edmundo was leaving 
the pitch, he punched Sao 
Paulo left back Andre Luis in 
the face, then aimed a kick at 
the groin of the same player. 
This began a brawl in which 
players from both sides pun- 
ched and lunged at each 
other wife violent kicks. 

The brawling stopped only 
when riot police, aimed wife 
truncheons, came onto the 
field. Muller and GDmar of 
Sao Paulo and Antonio Car- ' 
los and -Cesar Sampaio of Pal- 
meiras were all sent off. 

Radio reporters, who are 
positioned around the pitches 
in Brazilian stadiums, be- 
came caught up in the melee 
as they attempted to broad- 
cast the players’ remarks live 
on the air. 

The game, which was inter- 
rupted for a total of 15 mi- 
nutes, ended 2t2. 

After the match, Andre 
Luis went to a police station 
to make a formal complaint. 

Sao Paulo Director Kalef 
Joao Francisco admitted later 
he bad spoken to Edmundo 
from the bench. “I told him 
to play football. Everytime 
be went for the ball, he went 
with his feet up,” Frandsco 
said. 


Cuba destroy Brazil 
in a bad-tempered 
world volleyball final 


OalSAO PAULO (R) — 
Cuba destroyed Brazil in 
straight sets to win the 
women's World Volleyball 
Championship Sunday in a 
bad-tempered final. 

Cuba, who did not drop a 
single set in the entire com- 
petition, gave ample demon- 
stration or their superiority in 
the sport as they won 15-2 
15-10 15-5. 

Brazil, who copied the 
country’s World Cup soccer 
team by taking the court 
holding bands, never man- 
aged to get into the game. 
Most of their attacks were 
blocked at the net. 

Cuba marred their per- 
formance by repeatedly pro- 
voking their opponents at the 
net and making gestures to 
the crowd at the end of the 
second set. MIreya Luis, their 


top player, was shown the 
yellow card for dissent in the 
third set. 

Brazil coach Bernardinho 
was also given the yellow 
card after less then one mi- 
nute's play for dissent. 

With Luis and left-handed 
Regia Bell producing a suc- 
cession of winning shots, 
Qxba raced into a 6-0 lead in 
Je first set, which they 
fetched off in 13 minutes. 

Brazil, backed by a noisy 
<?owd, produced sterner re- 
siriance in the second set 
after making changes to their 
Irne-up but still went down 

• 3^ home side took a 4-0 

J!! third but then 
capitulated, managing onlv 

S? m 0 n p0in 5- il1 *** « of 

focmatch as Cuba stormed 
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Noah back to lead France 
Davis Cup team to glory 


Becker has dream weekend in Sweden 


PARIS (AFP) — Yannick 
Noah, France’s most spec- 
tacular player in post-war 
years, has turned his back on 
show business for the time 
being and returned to tennis 
to try to lead France back to 
former glory. 

Noah, 34, who captained 
France when they scored 
their historic Davis Cup vic- 
tory by beating the United 
States in the dramatic 1991 
final in Lyon, has been given 
carte blanche by French Fed- 
eration President Christian 
Bimes to restore French suc- 
cess. 

Noah, the 19S3 French, 
Open champion, who turned \ 
to singing and variety per- 
formances after quitting the 
captain's role, takes over 
from the man who replaced 
him — Georges Goven. 

Under Goven, France's 
fortunes in the team competi- 
tion declined and the former 
champions were twice beaten 
in home matches at the quar- 
terfinal stage — first by 
Switzerland and then this 
year by Sweden. 

*T think the guys missed 
me,” grinned Noah, who said 
be bad been tempted back 
because he had been given a 
"completely free hand” in 
die selection and preparation 
of French teams. 

*T shall be able to be with 
the players at major events 
and I think I can add some- 
thing positive.” 





Yannick Noab 

Noah, who was critical of 
Bimes when he replaced Phi- 
lippe Chatrier as French Fed- 
eration president, made it 
clear he was putting internal 
squabbles behind him. But 
although he had “no axe to 
grind” he declared: “My 
ideas haven't changed.” 

“I haven't criticised 
Georges Goven, who hasn’t 
had the best of luck since he 


took over, and I haven’t sat 
in judgement on the French 
Federation. 

“I just hope I can put some 
enthusiasm back into French 
tennis. 

“At the moment none of 
our players are ranked where 
they should be. To have no 
players in the top 30 is ridi- 
culous. I hope that will 
change. 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — It’s 
easy to understand why Boris 
Becker loves playing te nnis in 
the Swedish capital. 

He had a dream weekend, 
beating the top three players 
in the world and losing only 
one set in the process. 

“I don’t think I’ve ever 
done that, beating the best 
three players in a row over 
three days,” Becker said. 
“It's something I don’t com- 
pletely understand at this mo- 
ment. I have to have some 
time to think about it. It’s 
just something very, very 
rare in my tennis career, what 
happened in the last couple 
of days.” 

The German’s 4-6, 6-4, 
6-3, 7-6 (7-4) triumph over 
second-ranked Goran Iva- 
nisevic in Sunday’s final on 
tbe Globe arena’s fast carpet 
gave him four titles in Stock- 
holm, tying John McEnroe’s 
rec»rd^f3978, 1979, 19S4, 
1985).' ' — 

Becker, 26, won his first 
title here in 1988 at the Royal 
Tennis Hall and also won at 
the Globe in 1990 and 1991. 

No other player can boast a 
better match record 
(24-3) in Stockholm than the 
German, who won straight- 
set matches over fellow Ger- 
man and third-ranked 
Michael Such in the quarter- 
finals and top-ranked Pete 
Sampas in the semis. 

Why does he play so well in 
Stockholm? Because of the 
fast coon that suits his serve- 
and-vohey game so well? Tbe 
city? Or the fans? 


“There are many, many 
reasons," Becker said. 
“Those are three of them. It's 
just one of the loomamcnts 
where it seems to be perfect 
to me.” 

Only 5.013 fens saw Sun- 
day’s final, bringing the total 
to 56,024 for tbe week, in- 
cluding the qualifying tourna- 
ment. 

“Unfortunately, there 
were not as many fans today 
as I hoped for,” Becker said. 
“But they support me all the 
time even if I play Swedes. 
They are not against me. 
They always liked my style of 
play, making it easy for me to 
perform well.” 

The total turnout was the 
lowest since the tournament 
moved from the Royal Ten- 
nis Hall in 1989. Tuesday’s 
attendance figure of 7,181 
was actually slightly higher 
than one day later, when 
eight of the world's top 10 
were in action. 

Becker who moved to third 
in the new rankings Monday, 
is not thinking about the No. 
1 ranking, a position be held 
for three months in 1991. 

“That is not on my mind 
now,” Becker said. “I want 
to keep on doing what I love. 
If I have weeks like that it 
shows Fm doing the right 
work. 

“I take a tournament by 
tournament. If I can produce 
for many more weeks next 
year, of course. I’m going to 
close to No. 1. Bur^wohave 
Pete Sampras, who ts an ex- 
traordinary tennis player. 


And we have Goran, who is a 
great talent. And you have 
others who have a chance 
too” 

Becker got back . in Sun- 
day's final late in the second 
set, breaking Ivanesevic’s 
serve and winning 6-4 when 
tbe Croatian double-faulted. 

“It was terrible out there 
for me in the first set and a 
half,” Becker said. “He 
served incredible. But he had 
one bad shot, the double- 
fault on set point. 

And Becker also started 
serving better under press- 
ure. Behind 1-2 and 0-40 in 
the final set, he faced triple 
break point. 

He responded with three 
straight aces, then hit a sharp 
forehand volley to hold his 
serve. 

The final set went with 
service all the way. Becker 
won the tiebreak 7-4 after 
talcing a quick 4-0 lead. 

Becker collected £244,000 
for his fourth ATP singles 
title of the year. He also 
received 235 ATP tour points 
and now is assured of a berth 
in the ATP World Cham- 
pionship in Frankfurt next 
month. The other players 
who have qualified for the 
elite eight are Sampras, Iva- 
nisevic and Send Bniguera. 

Todd Wooabridge and 
Mark Woodfoide of Austra- 
lia won their third straight 
Stockholm Open doubles ti- 
tle, prevailing 6-3, 64 over 
the Swedish Davis Cup duo 
of Jan Apell and Mr. Jonas 
Bjorkman. The winners 
shared $97,600. 
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Boris Becker holds aloft the trophy after beating Croatian 
Goran Ivanisevic during the finals of the Stockholm Open 
(AFP photo) 


HORSE RACING 


f 

Outsiders pose Melbourne Cup threat 


NHL lockout reaches 30th day 

Players suspicious of league financial status 


MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AP) — It is the horse race 
that stops a nation. Australia 
traditionally comes to a halt 
on the first Tuesday in 
November to watch the Mel- 
bourne Cup. 

Major roads are briefly de- 
serted, shops almost empty, 
as people crowd around tele- 
vision sets in offices and bars 
to watch the two mile (3,200 
metres) Ftenrington Classic. 

State authorities estimate 
around Australian $150 mil- 
lion (U.S. SU2 million) will 
be wagered on the race is 
Australia, which has a 
population of IS million. 

The race has traditionally 
been dominated by Austra- 
fian and New Zealand horses 
— but Irish gelding Vintage 
Crop last year became the 
first European- horse to win 
/ tbe Melbourne Cup since it 
was fust run in 1861. 

Vintage Crop, a dual Irish 
St. Legcr winner struggling to 
recover from a foreleg injury 
that required 14 stitches, 
heads a stronq northern 
hemisphere challenge again 
this year. 

Trainer Dertnot Weld said 


Monday thai Vintage Crop is 
likely to start the race, but 
said he had no idea how 
much effect the injury will 
have on the eight-year-old’s 
performance. 

Vintage Crop, who will be 
ridden by leading Irish jockey 
Michael Kinane, suffered a 
deep puncture and two 
gashes to his leg when he 
lurched into the edge of a 
fence rail before a training 
gallop at Sandown a week 
ago. 

Vintage Crop's stable mate 
Cliveden Gail will be ridden 
by top English jockey Willie 
Carson — a five-time English 
Derby winner — while the 
other visitors include Quick 
Ransom and River Verdon. 

Quick Ransom, trained by 
Mark Johnston at 
Oeethorpes in England, won 
both the Ebor Handicap and 
Ascot Krug trophy in 1992. 
The six-year-old will be rid- 
den by local jockey John 
Marshal. 

“I’m convinced that Quick 
Ransom is now racing as well 
as at any time in his career,” 
Johnston said. 

Cliveden Qail is a former 


winner of tbe Cuiragh Hand- 
icap and Leopardstown 
November Handicap in Ire- 
land, although trainer Weld 
has not been impressed with 
her buildup. 

“Sbc hasn’t travelled near- 
ly as well as I would have 
liked,” he said. 

River Verdon is trained by 
Englishman David Hill in 
Hong Kong, where he won 
the Hong Kong Invitation 
Cup back in 1991 and has 
succeeded in 16 of 28 starts. 

Top rating, Paris Lane and 
Jeune are the three local 
horses given the best chance 
of winning — but Jeune also 
has strong nonhero hemis- 
phere connections. 

Owned by Sheikh Ham- 
dam Bin Rashid Al Makioum 
of Dubai, six-year-old stal- 
lion Jeune raced in England 
until this season but now is 
trained in Melbourne by 
David Hayes, who also pre- 
pares top rating. 

"I really think top rating is 
the one they all have to 
beat,” said Hayes. “He is 
handily weighted, he win get 
the distance and he is going 


to be at his peak.” 

Hayes has four horses in 
the race. His other entries are 
outsiders Glastonbury and 
Coach wood. 

Paris Lane goes into the 
race with impeccable form, 
having won both the Caul- 
field Cup and the Mackumon 
Stakes in recenr weeks. Both 
races are traditionally consi- 
dered excellent form guides 
to tbe Melbourne Cup. 

Paris Lane’s trainer Lee 
Freedman is aiming- for-Tas 
third Melbourne Cup win in 
six years. He triumphed with 
Tawrrific in 1989 and Sub- 
zero in 1992. 

Bari Cummings, the lead- 
ing Australian trainer who 
has prepared a record nine 
Melbourne Cup winners has 
only one entrant this year — 
the' outsider gossips. ' 

Favourites have won three 
of the last six Melbourne 
Cups and Paris Lane was the 
favourite Monday at 4-1, with 
top rating at 9-2 and Vintage 
Crop at 5-1. 

The Melbourne Cup offers 
Australian S2 million (U.S. 
SI. 2 million) in prizemoney. 


ARE NHL team^pulling the 
hidden-money trick on play-- 
ers? 

The league says, no and the 
North American National 
Hockey League (NHL) Play- 
ers Association says yes. 

Accounting techniques 
have emerged as the lates 
flashpoint in tbe NHL lock- 
out, which reached its 30th 
day Sunday. 

The NHLPA has expressed 
little faith in how owners 
keep track of revenues and 
expense. Players feel thSrfi 
are too many ways to hide 
money. 

I 

‘To be candid, we are 
skeptical of tbe quality of the 
information you might pro- 
vide,” union boss Bob 
Goodenow wrote to the 
league last week in request- 
ing financial data dating back 
to 1989-90. “Our evidence 
suggests that there is every 
reason to question or doubt 
accuracy and or completeness 
of any data regarding the 
finances of the league or its 
dubs.” 

A year ago, the NHL re- 
vised its method of compiling 


financial data for what’s 
"known as the unified report 
of operations. 

Essentially, teams were in- 
structed to report hockey- 
related revenues and ex- 
penses for the dub and affili- 
ated companies. I Lan affili- 
ated company generated re- 
venues or bad expenses (from 
catering, beer sales, licensing 
of sky boxes, dasherboards, 
etc.) from hockey-related 
events, the company’s finan- 
cial data frqmJtijfise ' evcajcs_ 
should be reported. 

But there appears to be a 
loophole. 

Tt depends,” said Jeffrey 
Pash, the NHL’s general 
counsel. “If the money goes 
to -the team, it should be 
repotted. If it doesn’t, then it 
is not clear whether it has to 
be reported.” 

If a person owns the team, 
the building, parking rights 
and concessions but separate 
companies ran each opera- 


tion, for instance, the owner 
wouldn’t necessarily have to 
report the revenues and ex- 
penses from any thing but the 
team to the league. 

More than one NHL team 
employs accounting princi- 
ples of this nature. 

That’s why Goodenow is 
skeptical of the NHL's fi- 
gures. 

Pash said Goodenow had a 
chance to address this con- 
-cero when toe-NHLr submit- 
ted the revised unified report 
of operations for a review by 
the union. 

“We did not send it out 
until they told us it was OK,” 
Pash said. “In fairness to 
them, that doesn't mean they 
endorse all the numbers but it 
does mean they endorsed and 
participated in the process by 
Nvhich.. the__ numbers were 
compiled. 

‘‘If they thought the 


(URO) didn’t ask the right - ' . v ; 
questions, they bad every 
opportunity to tell us that and -v 
we would have made the. 
changes because we are ; ' 
trying to get the right num- ’ 
bers.” 

-./ ; r 

The exchanges between 
Goodenow and Pash were 
revealed in a story by the; 
Canadian Press. . -J- 

Meanwhile, the league was 
expected to cancel more* 
games Monday as a result of . - 
toe lockout. Last Monday, L 
toe league cut its 84-game 
schedule to 80 games a team. 

The number of postponed . r .. _ . 
games reached 168 Sunday r - ^ 
and seven more were due to 
be postponed Monday. 

Contract negotiations are*'--. 4 
expected to resume at an 'V- 
undisclosed location this ■•'.V' 
week. It will be only the • ' 

second time that Goodenow -- • 
and NHL Commissioner^'-- v 
Gary Bettman have’ talked ? 
face to face since Oct. 10. ‘--I. 


Salo to drive for Lotus 


ALL THE WAY FROM AUSTRIA 


LONDON (AFP) — Finnish 
driver Mika Salo will make 
his Grand Prix debut with the 
Lotus Mugcn Honda team in 
next Sunday's Japanese 
Grand Prix at Suzuka. 

Salo, 27, will partner the 
team's regualr Italian driver 
Alessandro Zanardv. 

Lotus also announced for- 
mally that it would compete 
in Japan and in the final 
Grand Prix in Adelaide, Au- 


stralia. "with fresh confi- 
dence following the sale of 
the team, whioi has ended 
the administration period.” 

m 

Lotus went into voluntary 
administration in early Octo- 
ber to shield itself from over- 
hanging debts estimated at 
£10 million. The names of the 
new owners were not re- 
vealed. 

Salo was a scar of the Brit- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


ish Formula 3 championship 
in 1990. when he finished 
second to fellow Finn Mika 
Hakkinen. currently a 
McLaren Peugeot driver and 
who previously drove for 
Lotus. Salo won six races and 
Hakkinen nine that year. 

Lack of a budget to do 
European Formula 3000 senr 
Salo to Japan, where he has 
been racing in toe Japanese 
F3000 series since 1991. 


STUDY 
IN THE 
UNITED 
STATES 


EDUCATIONAL FAIR 

Sessions on Career Planning, Applying 
to L*3. Universities, Graduate Studies, 
Financial .Aid, Predeparture Information 

and meet with 

34 U-S. University Representatives 


November 6 . 1?94 
9ri3Q a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
i ae American Center 
U.S. Embassy .-Amman 


for more information 
call 624495 or 623241 

A441CMJ 




l • *n 



1 


Rita George 


Marcel P raws' 


J pharr. Simuss 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HJftSCM 

•* VS U ■*»*.*! 


Mttthw vulnr?si*lr dr ar< 

NORTH 

* 4 3 

a » a 

' 9 8 

♦ A K J K O 4 


WEST EAST 

s a q j r t + to p a 

4 4 Void 

K J T5 q IO 0432 

♦ to 3 H 7 

sot Til 

♦ k e r. 

K Q in M 7 ti R 2 
\ 

* 'J 

Tbf biddips 

Swui ft'iHrt North I'mI 

1 . I * 2 • I'm* 

* • Pah 3 Paw 

V Pmm r«u Pah 


jjpwftuu IpkI Viw til 
TwW * a 'lmuir fA\ 


* a 'irnvk r: : .r ;*« 


WAV TO GO 

* fa-ii ilri uiiRK * father or tUU to 

.jjAA i! nprii the 

■PiiSV 1 : - ,f larrpuw. 

i!cr.f h llirni uiltn ifon havr 
Ifrjiihrir rumidtrihia 
f:.i r.\l 

>s:i»t 5 hr S'lsih frmhnic i* 
MMy I*-: * l.-vjr hrjn preemp 1 ., a 
tii pArcv srltctni 

Si- <h-» .i tncfc-raiuis hand 
a «r!; v,n]fi(nK * ui. North o- 
i.fni <i!i: !-\ ramett game, 

■hiTilv any "idr Mill mn 

•r.-r ifc’jtwi.tr «*l « lufa. 4iu1 Smith 

to fitvept un the bail* <%f 
thr sir*; r>n;nrf dumb <x* at Jfl and 
ir.'p^M rmimi Hpadr 

Wc< led a duttmittfi in thr 

rjuffii hart] Prvlarrr dre*? trump* 
:*ti •fi’CTid**. caflhfd the acr and 

kiOtf trhito and rullrtl a club Had 
lltr tint nj'iil or had thr 

if.:rrr. dr.'W 1 *!- havr hrm 


«tii Lnfottuna'.rl}. that vu iv.*. 
the Cos* and drdarrr did me havr 
thr min** tu Ml up and rrfeh thr 
lor.p £ Juhs, With thr act uf spadr* 
nurkrd in the West hand, drclarr? 
conceded tlo^n one. 

This vu a esar mrap a 

badly traded && mines 
dummy After wmnrnj: thr acr a; 
diaauifldi, drclnrvf con afford il> 
cadi nar htjch trjnp m hand, bur 
that'fiall Next crime thr arr ui clubs 
and a <Jui> ruffpd hijrh and whm 
both defenders friliT* ^ sle=3 n 
htimr 

Declarer cnwtt to the ace 
heart*, drawmc the last vi the me- 
my tnimpa sn thr proem and r^ffe 
another club The rune uf hra a 
an rnt r\ in thr tatdr and drclw 
con dafird all ihnr of the epodrt 
nrt c*^>d Huh* tu raakr an i^Tnrwk 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

An international company of hotels looks for 
Jordanian employees, with good command of 
English, who have already worked for hotels or 
restaurants. Ai! applications will be dealt with 
secrecy. Those selected will go through a 
primary meeting In Jordan, then transferred, for 
a short period of time, to the company training 
centre, in Chicago. 

Tne applicant must be of Jordanian Nationality, 
not exceeding 25 years of age. having Tawjihi 
as a minimum degree, and holding a valid 
driving license. 

Application with C.V. mentioning all 
countries the applicant visited or 
worked in, to be sent to: 

P.O.Box (850245 - Sweifieh) J 


The National Music Conservatory / Noor Ai Hussein Foundation 

and 

The Austrian Embassy in Jordan 

present 

■ 

PROFESSOR MARCEL PRAVVY 

in a lecture entitled 

WALTZ KING JOHANN STRAUSS AND THE VIENNESE OPERATTA 

A story of musical magic with recordings of great singers and composers and 

samples on the piano 

5unday 6 November 1994 - 8:00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 


Tickets available at: 

- The Philadelphia Hotel, tel. 6071 00 

- Babiche, tel. 661322 

- Aiahiia - Abela, tel. 688481 

- The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 661026 

- The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 


Ticket Price 
J D 5 
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Cinema Td.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel. : 677420 


Tel.: 61 8274 - 61 8275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 


Tel.: 625155 


Nabi! & Hisftam's Tel.: 6! 

AH LAN THEATRE 
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Leslie Nielsen & Priscilla Presley 

in 

Naked Gun 33 1/3 
The Final Insult 

^T.ir » • x ■' i v »* 


Lou Diamond Phillips & 
Scott Glenn — In 


Show*: 12:30. 3 JO. S:«J. 6:30. 8:30. I0J0 


(Arabic) 

Showv 12JO. 2: 30. 0 :tXi. 20:30 

CONCORD "2” 




Shoe’s: 3:15. 5:15 


Children's theatre 

<1ARZ0UK AKD THE MACK LAW” 
at 10 a.m. 

For reservation call tel: 
618274-418275 


Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad In social com- 
edy 

“PUNCTURED 


s nearer ccse 

Suncay Mcncay 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

Al Salam Ya Salve 

Dally at 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday la tie 
theatre's holiday. 
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■VOLUNTEERS': ^ ^ 

t raining mrsc organised by die Na t i on a l Guard in Kuwait 
Chv. The preparation of unbans comes after a rapid 


buDdup of Iratp troops 
October (AFP photo) 


their common bonier in early 


Palestinians take over Rafah post 


RAFAH (Agencies) — The 
Palestinians raised their flag 
tor the first time at the inter* 
national border with Egypt 
on Monday, as they took 
joint control with Israel of 
travel into and out of the. 
Gaza Strip. 

Israeli General Aryeh 
Shiftman symbolically ceded 
shared responsibility in a- 
handshake with Palestinian 
Brigadier General Ziyad Al 
Atrash. 

“Welcome to the Palesti- 
nian authority,” read a new 
sign in English, Arabic and 
Hebrew, with a portrait of 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat above it. 

- Tiny black, white, red and 
green flags framed the board, 
while fulfsize Palestinian col- 
ours fluttered at the entrance 
and exit of the border post, 

■ near Israeli flags. 

“Our taking charge at the 
border, according to the 
agreement, is a second step 
on tire way to peace," said 
Nfr. Atrash. “we are now 
establishing peace between 
the Palestinian people and 
Israel.” 

Palestinian police and offi- 
cials in passport, customs and 
security departments were to 
begin work on -Tuesday when 
travellers would have docu- 
ments stamped with new 
Pales tinian authority stamps. 
' According to the May 4 
Cairo autonomy agreement 
between Israel and the PLO, 
Israel retains' final control 


over the borders of Rafah, 
and at the bridge into Jordan. 

Mr. Shiftman gave Mr. 
Atrash a copy of the 63-page 
border agreement. 

A similar ceremony was 
■ due to be held at the King 
' Hussein Bridge border cros- 
sing from the West Bank on 
Tuesday, officials said. 

The new Israeli and 
Palestinian colleagues at 
Rafah had their photographs 
taken together by the new 
flags and welcome signs. 

Some 120 Palestinian em- 
ployees were gradually to 
start operating from Tues- 
day, including armed police- 
men, passport officers and 
civilian administrative offi- 
cials, said Majdi Al Khalidi, 
director-general at the 
Palestinian planning minis- 
try. 

He said Israelis would help 
train the Palestinians in the 
coming week. 

The Palestinian area of the 
border post now has one 
channel for Palestinian 
travellers to the autonomous 
areas of Gaza and Jericho 
and another for those living 
in tiie occupied West Bank, 
while foreigners wil use a 
third channel. 

Israeli. Palestinian and 
foreign travellers first go 
through a gate jointly oper- 
ated by both sides before 
being separated. 

Israel maintains a discreet 
control over the Palestinian 
channels. 

Mr. Khalidi said final dif- 


ferences in the operation of 
tiie border accord bad been 
smoothed out in Casablanca, 
where chief Palestinian and 
Israeli negotiators Nabil 
Shaath and General Danny 
Rothschild met on the fringes 
of a Middle East economic 
forum. 

Israel eased tension with 
the PLO on Sunday by prom- 
ising to lift a Gaza border 
closure. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabbi said after talks with 
Mr. Arafat in Casablanca be 
would begin to reopen the 
bolder with the Gaza Strip 
and Israeli-occupied West 
Bank in two days. 

The Gaza Strip, from 
which 30,000 Palestinian 
labourers enter Israel daily to 
work, was dosed afte a bus 
bombing Oct. 19 that killed 
22 people. 

Mr. Rabin met for an hour 
with Mr. Arafat. 

It was their first meeting 
since the Oct. 19 bombing 
and last week’s signing of the 
Israel-Jordan peace treaty, 
which Mr. Arafat has strong- 
Isy criticised. 

“I informed Chairman 
Arafat that starting Tuesday, 
two days from today, we gra- 
dually will lift the closure,” 
Mr. Rabin told reporters af- 
ter he and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres spoke 
with Mr. Arafat. 

The Palestinians, however, 
demanded a complete and 
immediate reopening of the 
Gaza crossings. 


The Israeli prime minister 
said the two decided they 
would bold talks again in a 
week. A Palestinian source 
said on condition of anonym- 
ity tile meeting would take 
place Nov. 7 in Erez, the 
main Gaza-Israel crossing. 

Israel Radio reported that 
Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres told 
Mr. Arafat that Israel may 
use its forces in the autonomy 
zones unless he cracks down 
successfully on militant 
groups responsible for recent 
attacks. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, Mr. 
Arafat’s minister of culture 
and information, said the clo- 
sure policy should be lifted 
immediately and completely 
“because collective punish- 
ment is not a policy that will 
be helpful for creating an 
atmosphere of trust between 
the two nations.” 

Israeli soldiers have 
arrested seven militants from 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, at a refugee 
camp on the occupied West 
Bank, Palestinian sources 
said. 

The swoop on Sunday 
night followed the detention 
last Wednesday of nine 
Hamas men from Jaiazun re- 
fugee camp and a neighbour- 
ing village just north of 
Ramallah. 

According to Israel Radio, 
some ISO Hamas activists 
have been detained since the 
Oct. 19 bombing. 

The army refuses to com- 
ment on the arrests. 
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NEWS N BRIEF 


Egyptian business team visits Gaza 


Court sets date for start of Geagea trial 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Sixteen Egyptian businessmen and 
officials held talks with Palestinians here Monday in an 
effort to work together in agriculture, tourism and indus- 
try, an official said. The group [dans to meet Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat later this week, said Hassan Hegazi, 
secretary-general of the Gaza Chamber of Commerce. 
Invited by the head of Gaza's chamber of commerce, 
Mohammad Al Kidwa, the team of representatives from 
North Sinai province and chamber of commerce, was to 
visit factories in the autonomous Gaza Strip, and in the 


Israeli-occupied West Bank, Mr. Hegazi said. “They will 

alestii 


study raatiers of benefit to both Palestinians and North 
Sinai," he added. They were also to travel to Jerusalem 


during their three-day tour of the West Bank, starting 
Tuesday, Mr. Hegazi said. A month ago, Gaza's chamber 


of commerce hosted a delegation of Egyptian industrialists 
from the private and public sectors, he said. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The trial of former Christian warlord 
Samir Geagea on charges of involvement in the murder of a 
Christian leader and a February church bombing is set to 
open on Nov. 19, the president of the Court of Justice said 
on Monday. If convicted Dr. Geagea faces the death 
sentence oveT the murder of Dany Chamoun, a rival 
Christian leader, and his family in 1990 and a bombing at a 
Sunday mass in February that killed 11 worshippers. He 
has also been charged of involvement in tbe murder of a 
former member of his disbanded Lebanese Forces militia, 
Elias Zayeck, in 1989, which also carries the death 
sentence. Dr. Geagea has been detained at the defence 
ministry since April 21. He has denied involvement in all 
three cases. Last March the government outlawed the 
Lebanese Forces party which Dr. Geagea had formed after 
his militia was disbanded at the end of the 1975-1990 civil 
war, accusing it of fomenting confessional strife. 


■ 

U.S., Britain issue warnings in Egypt 


. CAIRO (AFP) — Britain on Monday advised its nationals 
; to. avoid travelling in fundamentalist strongholds following 
■ the killing of a holidaymaker last week, while the United 
.'States warned its citizens to be on their guard after 
receiving bomb threats. The U.S. embassy said it had 
received warnings of bomb attacks on “American institu- 
tions” in Egypt, and said it had alerted its residents here. 
An embassy spokesman refused to give any details of tbe 
threats. The British consulate issued an advisory telling 
Britons not to travel “by road, rail or river" through the 
son them provinces of Minya. Assiut. Sohag and Qena 
'north of the major tourist destination Luxor. Suspected 
fundamentalist killed a British holidaymaker in an attack 
on a minibus 23 kilometres north of Luxor on Oct. 23. The 
'advisory issued by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
'.said that more than 250,000 Britons visited Egypt in 1993 
without experiencing threats to their safety. “But total 
security cannot be guaranteed," it said. “Further incidents 
are to be expected. All visitors should be vigilant and are 
reminded to behave and dress discreetly." 


Iranian women protest ban on headscarves 


Cyprus protests Turkish minister’s statement 


TEHRAN (AFP) — More than 1,000 Iranian women 
rallied outside the French embassy in Tehran to protest a 
ban on Islamic headscarves in French high schools. The 
demonstrators, dressed in tbe traditional black chador and 
wearing veils, voiced support for Muslim girls expelled 
from schools in France and called on tbe French govern- 
ment to revoke the “discriminatory" ban. “We support the 
fight put up by our Muslim sisters in France, who were 
expelled because of their Islamic hijab (covering), a symbol 
of courage and respect for women," shouted the demon- 
strators who were mainly students from Tehran University. 
“Rise up, my sisters, to have the ban lifted." The embassy 
admitted a group representing tbe protesters to receive a 
statement on the issue and tbe rally calmly dispersed later 
under tbe watchful eyes of police. Tbe rally was pan of an 
anti-French campaign launched a few days ago by the 
Iranian authorities and the press. Chief Justice Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi condemned the ban on Sunday and 
warned that the “Islamic World would not ignore the 
infringement on the natural rights" of Muslim schoolgirls in 
France. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Recent comments by Turkey’s foreign 
minister rejecting Cyprus* reunification prove that Ankara 
has expansionist intentions to establish a protectorate on 
. the war-divided island, the government spokesman said 
Monday. Spokesman Yannalris Cassoulides said that Tur- 


Iran, Bosnia and Croatia to boost ties 


Irish Foreign Minister Mumtaz Soysal "‘has revealed even 
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more deafly that Turkey supported the dissolution of the 
Cyprus state and tbe recognition of the breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot- state.” He was commenting on statements by Mr. 
Soysal in an interview published Sunday by the semiofficial 
Athens News Agency of Greece. Mr^ Soysal was quoted as 
saying that ther were two states in Cyprus and that the 
Security Council resolutions calling for the reunification of 
‘ the island could not be implemented. Cypriot President 
Glefkos Clerides was to protest the Soysk statements to 
the U.N. representative in Cyprus later Monday during a 
final meeting between Mr. Clerides and Turkish Cypriot 
'leader Rauf Denktash. 


NICOSIA CAP) — Iran, Bosnia and Croatia have agreed to 
meet twice a year to boost economic and political ties, 
Iran’s Islamic Republic News Agency reported. In a 
tripartite meeting in Tehran Sunday, attended by Iran’s 
vice president, Hassan Habibi, Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic and Croatian Prime Minister Nikica Valen- 
tic, the three sides called on tbe international community to 
support Bosnia and Croatia in their war against tbe Serbs, 
IRNA reported. It said a joint communique,' released 
simultaneously in Tehran, Sarajevo and Zagreb, regretted 
the easing of U.N. sanctions against Serbia. The U.N. 


decision was “rewarding the aggressor. ” according to the 

uiday 

his Iranian counterpart, Ali AJcbar Velayati, Mr. Silajdzic 


co mmuniq ue reported by IRNA. In a meeting Sunday with 


thanked Iran for supporting his country. 


Rabin wants unconditional 


negotiations with Lebanon 


Hrawi 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, reacting to a 
Lebanese proposal, said 
Monday that Israel would not 
promise to withdraw from 
South Lebanon just to hold 
peace talks. 

President Elias Hrawi of 
Lebanon proposed that an 
Israel-Lebanon committee be 
set up to negotiate a timet- 
able for tbe withdrawal of 
Israeli troops. 

Mr. Hrawi said he would 
guarantee an end to guerrilla 
attacks on Israel from south- 
ern Lebanon if Israel agreed 
(see page Z). 

Asked about the proposal, 
Mr. Rabin did not dismiss it 
outright, saying he had re- 

S uested clarifications from 
f.S. mediators. 

“If tbe meaning is that we 
have to commit ourselves to 
withdraw from the present 
line in South Lebanon for 
having this committee, it's a 
non-starter,” Mr. Rabin told 


Lebanese army must first dis- 
arm and disperse the Hizbol- 
Jah, which has led a guerrilla 
campaign of bombings and 
ambushes against Israeli 
troops in South Lebanon as 
well as periodic rocket 
attacks on northern Israeli 
settlements. 

If the Lebanese army 
proves over a period of six 
months that it can m a in ta i n 
calm, a peace treaty can then 
be negotiated over the next 
three months, Mr. Rabin said 
Monday. 


ance is out first . and last 
choice to reach peace with 


proposals and agreements. 

Mr. Hrawi’s offer came a 
day after be was briefed on 
the telephone by Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez Al Assad on his 
meeting with U-S. President 
Bill Clinton in Damascus on 
Thursday. 

In August, Mr. Rabin put 
forward a withdrawal over 
nine months in exchange for 


reporters. 


Israel has said it would not 
withdraw until Syria pulled 
out its 40,000 troops sta- 
tioned in Lebanon. Israel 
maintains about 2,000 sol- 
diers in a “security zone” it 
created in 1985 after with- 
drawing the bulk of its army 
from Lebanon. 

Mr. Rabin also said nego- 
tiating a timetable of with- 
drawal was not enough and 
that talks most be capped by 
a full peace treaty. 


the prior disarming of Hiz- 
lah. 


n also expressed 
scepticism that Mr. Hrawi 
could guarantee a ceasefire 
by Hizbollah forces during 
negotiations. 

“On bis promises alone, 
without putting it to a real 
test, we will not do any- 
thing,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Rabin reiterated 
Israel’s demand that in adv- 
ance of negotiations the 


“Whatever we intend to do 
is only for signing a peace 
treaty, normalising relations, 
have embassies, open bound- 
aries for movement of people 
and goods,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Hizbollah rejected the 
Hrawi proposal. 

One of the group’s leading 
members said such a proposal 
does not “concern ns.” 

“We assert that the resist- 


boll; 

Lebanon has not held talks 
with Israel since Februrary 
and progress depends largely 
on Damascus, wbich has 
35,000 troops in Lebanon. 

Israel Radio said Mr. 
Rabin, who returned on 
Mbdnay to Israel from the 
regional economic confer- 
ence in Morocco, bad discus- 
sed the Hrawi proposal with 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher, who also 
attended the Casablanca con- 
ference. 

“The prime minis ter told 
our diplomatic reporter... 
that if Lebanon did not put 
tbe withdrawal of tbe army 
from South Lebanon as a 
precondition on the commit- 
tee’s discussions, then they 
were talkin g about an in- 
teresting idea,” the radio 
said. 


Israeli tourists unlikely to come 


before Parliament ratifies treaty 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


have been contacted by a 
large number of Israeli tour 


AMMAN — Israeli tourists 
are likely to be allowed to 
visit Jordan only after tbe 
Jordanian Parliament ratifies 
tbe peace treaty that the 
Kingdom signed with the 
Jewish state on Oct. 26, offi- 
cials and travel agents said 
Monday. 

According to officials, 
travel agents acting on behalf 
of Israeli tour groups have 
filed applications for entry 
permits from the Ministry of 
Interior, but the ministry 
would be issuing die permits 
only after the legislature rati- 
fies tbe treaty as a draft law 


operators seeking to release 
advertisements offering their 


services. But, no Jordanian 
paper is known to have 
acoepted to publish those 
ads. 

“As far as organised tour- 
ism is concerned, we are still 
waiting for government in- 
structions as to how to pro- 
ceed,” said the travel agent. 
“We believe that the situa- 
tion will dear itself up in tbe 
next few days. 


91 


and His Majesty King Hus- 


sein signs it, clearing die way 
for its enactment. 

In tbe meantime, Israel has 
been issuing entry permits for 
Jordanians wishing to visit 
the Jewish state and the occu- 
pied territories on a case-by- 
case basis, according to re- 
ports from Israel. 

“They are not considered 
as tourists.” said a travel 
agent.. “These permissions 
are issued on the basis of 
personal or business 
reasons.” 

Jordanian newspapers 


Travel agents will be chan- 
ineflmg the entry permit ap- 
plications to the concerned 
authorities until Jordan and 
Israel establish diplomatic re- 
lations and open embassies, 
in each other’s territory. 

The peace treaty calls for 
the establishment of diploma- 
tic relations in one month 
after signing of the docu- 
ment. 

Jordan and Israel have 
agreed that 550 Israeli tour- 
ists bolding Israeli passports 
would be allowed mto tbe 
Kingdom every day through 
tiie southern crossing near 
Aqaba which was opened on 
Aug. 8 and the northern cros- 
sing — The Sheikh Hussein 


Bridge — wbich is expected 
to be opened soon; 250 will 
be allowed in through the 
south and tiie rest across the 
Sheikh Hussein Bridge, 
whose name is expected to be 
changed into “Green Valley 
Bridge” or “Peace Bridge.” 

Tim number of Israeli tour- 
ists allowed to visit the 
ancient dty of Petra will be 
initially limited to 150 per day 
because of the limited facili- 
ties available there, Jorda- 
nian spokesman Marwan 
Muasber said on Oct. 27. 

The Aqaba-Eilat crossing 
is now limited to third coun- 
try nationals. However, 
Israelis holding non-Israeli 
passports are also allowed in. 


The government has sent 
the peace treaty to Parlia- 
ment with a request that it be 
treated as emergency law. 
The Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee of the Lower House of 
Parliament has started study- 
ing the document, and it is 
expected that the committee 


would present its findings to 
full He 


the full House early next 
week, clearing the way for 
floOT debate on the issue. 

The Israeli parliament 
(Knesset) approved the 
peace treaty on Oct. 25. 


Ali Mahdi reshuffles 


his Somali alliance 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) 
— Somalia’s self-proclaimed 
“interim president” Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad and his 
alliance partners announced 
Monday a reshuffle within 
the alliance to better confront 
their main rival. General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed. 

The Somali Salvation 
Alliance said it was setting up 
a new steering committee to 
be headed by Mr. Ali Mahdi, 
who has reftised to attend a 
conference among the coun- 
try’s warring factions unless it 
was chaired by tbe United 
Nations. 


Mr. Ali Mahdi is the mai-n 
rival to Gen. Aideed, Soma- 
lia's leading warlord, who has 
called other clan leaders to 
the reconciliation conference 
in the embattled capital 
Mogadishu on Tuesday. 

Southern Mogadishu, con- 
trolled by Gen. Aideed, has 
for a week been the scene of 
heavy clan fighting. 

The aim of the conference 
would be to give Somalia a 
government after more than 
three years of dan warfare 
.accompanied by mass famine 
following the ouster of dicta- 
tor Mohammad Siad Barre. 


Keating, of New Zealand, 
warned on a visit here last 
week that international aid 
would continue only if the 
clans in tiie Horn of Africa 
country agree to reconcile. 

If that happened, he told a 
press conference in Moga- 
dishu, the 16,000 U.N. troops 
here would remain till tbe 
end of March next year, and 
reconstruction aid would con- 
tinue beyond that date. 

The current UNOSOM 
mandate expires on Monday. 
The Security Council must 
endorse continuation of the 
mission until March 31, 
already tbe target date for 
their pull out. A vote is ex- 
pected this week. 

Zimbabwe will withdraw 
its peacekeepers from Soma- 
lia by- tbe March 31 target 
date for the withdrawal of all 
U.N. forces, an army spokes- 
man said in Harare on Mon- 
day. 

“It is definite Zimbabwe is 


going to pull out and the 
process will be i 


in phases, but 
one cannot say exactly when 
they will start,” the spokes- 
man told AFP. 


Confirming the withdraw- 
al. Foreign Minister Nathan 


Mr. Aii Mahdi said that 
.though he wanted a confer- 
ence held at the U.N. head- 
quarters in Mogadishu, he 
would be prepared to go to 
the towns of Kismayu or 
Baidoa or the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi, but he stressed that 
“UNOSOM (the U.N. Op- 
eration in Somalia) has to 
play an important role, not 
only as a facilitator." 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil’s current president, Colin 


Shamuyarira said: “The man- 
date of the U.N. expires next 


year by which time we hope 
to have completely with- 
drawn our troops.” 

The Zimbabwean spokes- 
man said since the majority 
of the Zimbabwean troops 
man the Mogadishu airport, , 
they would probably be the 
last to leave in March. 

Zimbabwe has bad a batta- 
lion of 1 ,000 troops in Soma- 
lia since January 1993 and has 
suffered three casualties. 


Fighting 


rages . 
in Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — Pres- 
idential troops battled rival 
factions with rockets, air 
strikes and machine-gun fire 
in heavy fighting that touched 
all parts of tbe beleaguered 
capital Monday. 

Two of Kabul’s hospitals 
reported 35 wounded by mid- 
day. There was no imme diate 
figure on the number killed. 

A day earlier, at least 10 
civilians were kdled and ab- 
out 100 injured. 


The fighting began before 
dawn Monday as Hezb^d- 
Islami forces, led by re- 
negade Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar, laun ch ed 
a ground offensive in eastern 
Kabul, said Genera] Najibul- 
lah, a government military 
spokesman. 

“ Hezb-e-Islami was using 
ground trfrops, and the gov- 
ernment answered with jets,” 
said Gen. Najibullah, who 
like most Afghans is known 
by only one name. 

“Today is tbe last day of a 
three-day ceasefire,” he said 
with a sardonic smile. 

As he spoke to the Associ- 
ated Press at the Defence 
Ministry in the centre of 
Kabul , incoming rockets 
from Hezb-e-lslamic posi- 
tions crashed into the dty. 

In addition to heavy fight- 
ing in the east, there was 
non-stop rockets and 
.machine gun fire on the west- 
ern edge of the dty, where 
Hezb-e-Wahadat, an ally of 


(Continued 
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Major bodyguards 
lose secret phone 
details 


LONDON (R) — A list of 
secret phone numbers for 
Prime Minister John Major’s 
home, offices and security 
staff was accidently left m a 
hotel room, a British news- 
paper reported Monday. The 
tabloid Sun newspaper said 
the document, which in- 
cluded serial numbers for 
police suns, bodyguards’ 


birth dates and blood grotfps 

if some 


and even the names ol 
of their spouses, was left be- 
hind a bed in the room in 
West London. Police con- 
firmed they were investigat- 
ing. but a spokeswoman for 
Mr. Major’s office said: “We 
do not consider this a breach 
of security.” the Sun said it 
used the fat to call a protec- 
tion squad mobile phone, re- 
porting that the man who 
answered exclaimed: “Good 
God how did you get this 
number?” 


Germans first 
to cross Gobi 
Desert on foot 


BEIJING ( AP) — Detourin 
around impassable san 
mountains, fighting snow, 
wind and freezing tempera- 
tures. a German team has 
crossed China's Gobi Desert 
on foot and believes it is the 
first to do so. “Not one step 
was a gift to us,” leader 
Bruno Baumann said Mon-' 
day of the 21-day trip in 
September through Asia's 
largest desert. It was an ex- 
pedition of the sort that is 
“rare in the world today” 
because no one had covered 
the same ground before and 
the team had no idea what to 
expect, he added. Mr. 
Baumann estimated that the 
team walked more than 500 
kilometres (310 miles) — ab- 
out 200 kilometres (125 
miles) of that zigzagging 
around steep sand mountains 
that their pack camels at first • 
refused to climb. The 30 
camels were carrying S3 25- 
titre> (26.5-quan) tanks of' 
drinking water, food for the 
15-member team, and tele- 
communications and other 
equipment. To get them 
moving, their drivers had to 
light fires under the camels, 
who would lie down whoa 
faced with a mountain. 


Experts warn 
loud snoring 
can kill 


slightly choked when' falling 
sleeps — 


asleep, then according to 
Wang Youfu, who heads the 
Otolaryngology Department 
at the Beijing Sixth Hospital, 
you should consult a doctor 
as soon as possible. China 
Daily quoted Dr. Wang as 
saying that research had 
showed snoring to be a 
pathological state in which 
impairment of breathing de- 
velops after falling asleep. If 
dt earning is suspended at 
least 30 times for 10-second 
stretches in a seven-hour 
sleeping period, a condition 
Known as obstructive sleep 
apnoea syndrome (OSAS) 
evelops. OS AS sufferers ex- 
perience daytime drowsiness, 
headaches a nd amnesia, and 
padually fall victim to hyper- 
tension and cardiovascular 

can result 
m death. Dr. W ang said. 
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BEUING (AFP) — Mention ' 
otolaryngology to most peo- - 
pie and you would receive a - 
blank stare, but Chinese 
medical experts at the cutting 
edge of the field are uncover- 
ing a heavy sleeper's worst.' 1 
nightmare — snoring can kill. ' 
If your snoring tops the 60- 
decibel mark and you feel 
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